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DAVID DE WAAL: Good morning ladies and gentlemen. Goeie môre dames en here, 

sal ons begin? Apologies for the late start – the registration took a bit of time and the 

meeting was originally scheduled until 12 o’clock and obviously we will add on the 

time that we have lost now. Just a short introduction… 

My name is David de Waal. I was asked to chair this meeting and just a little bit of 

background about myself. I have no involvement in this assessment process of any 

type. I was asked to chair this meeting – after this meeting I go home … hopefully in 

one piece. I have no further involvement in this project. I have no previous 

involvement. I am paid for my services … the applicant is paying me – it turns up in a 

penance I have to declare whether it is so … my percentage of the income is 10 

probably less than .000-something. I am part of an international company, with an 

annual turnover of 1-billion US-dollars. So, I am not influenced by the payment of 

this. 

My involvement – what I know about the project … my interaction with the applicant – 

I know they are an environmental team and I was invited … I received a telephone 

call whether I will willingly chair this meeting and I indicated that I would. Then I was 

invited to a discussion on Wednesday afternoon – during the day, which they told me 

about the project and what it entails … a project brief. I decided to attend, so that I 

am informed what the issues are and what it is about. That has been my sole contact 

with the project up till now. 20 

I want to assure you – it is my job to make sure that everybody gets a fair chance. To 

me it doesn’t matter … I have no interest in whether the project succeeds or doesn’t 

succeed or what happens – it is of no interest to me. What is of interest to me is that 

we have a balanced meeting that is a legal meeting, where everybody … whether 

you are fine with the project whether you are against the project … whatever your 

viewpoints may be, that those viewpoints receive an opportunity to be discussed and 

gets reflected and minuted correctly. 

Ek verstaan die voorlegging gaan in Engels aangebied word. Die van julle – ek is 

myself van kind, Afrikaans – die van julle wat in Afrikaans wil praat, julle is baie 
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welkom en sal dan – soos wat dit nodig is, sal ek dan vertaal na Engels of Afrikaans 

toe. Sal dit in orde wees? I’ve got about three nods and seven frowns – it is not quite 

close as sufficient consensus, but it is getting there. Thank you. 

As a starting point – before we start and we introduce the people, I would just like to 

ask a favour. The issue under discussion here is not an easy one. It is a project that 

affects many people in different ways – there are applicants … they’ve got rights – 

there are public … they’ve got rights and these rights one does not supersede the 

other … en ek weet hierdie is nie ‘n maklike gesprek nie. Dis belangrik vir jou 

omgewingsinpaksproses dat al die standpunte korrek genotuleer word en dat mense 

‘n redelike kans kry om hulle standpunte te gee.  10 

In that sense, I would like to ask the following favour. If possible, work via me – if you 

want to raise a question or say something, indicate with your hand … I’ve got people 

at the back who will help me see whose hand is next and I’ll then allow you to speak 

in the order of your hands. Those in front have patience – I am seeing hands behind 

you that you may not see, but I will give everybody a fair chance. The second thing is 

– if somebody has got the floor, let’s be courteous and allow them to speak … 

whether we like what they are saying or not – the fact that people don’t agree with us 

or  agree with this … it has no relation on whether they are hooligans or not. So, I 

would like to ask for an old fashioned structured meeting … ek verseker julle – ek sal 

almal ‘n kans gee wat ‘n kans wil hê en ek sal almal ‘n regverdige kans gee. When I 20 

say an old meeting … let’s not interrupt one another … when you have the floor, I’ll 

protect you. So, I am asking for an old fashioned structured meeting, where 

everybody gets a fair chance. Will that be acceptable? Right, let’s do that. Let’s start 

with the introductions then. 

As I’ve said, my name is David de Waal and I will be chairing this meeting. Then we 

have two teams here … we have a team from the Environmental Assessment 

Practitioners, being appointed to do the environmental assessment for the scoping 

process for - I believe this mining right process … we also have the applicant – the 

applicant are those individuals who are applying for the right. They are two separate 
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teams. 

In terms of legislation – the applicant appoints the EAP … the EAP is independent. 

The EAP has no interest … the EAP is the Environmental Assessment Practitioners 

and in this case it’s Shango Solutions (Zizo) – the EAP has no interest and by law 

they can’t have any interest in what happens after this decision … in other words, 

they don’t have shares in the project, they are not involved in the project – they are 

doing an environmental assessment … they make recommendations to the 

Department of Environmental Affairs and in this case provincial I believe. The 

department then takes a decision – the only involvement of the EAP after that 

decision – and I am talking about Environmental Assessment Process … this is the 10 

first stage – the scoping will be to assist with the appeal process.  

So, on the EAP side … Zizo, are you going to introduce your team, or Stephanie? 

The Environmental Assessors please introduce yourselves. Please speak into the 

microphone.  

ZIZO SIWENDU: Sorry. My name is Zizo Siwendu from Shango Solutions and we are 

the appointed environmental assessment practitioner for this project. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Next. Dr McCarthy? 

STEFANIE WEISE: Sorry, Professor McCarthy is sending his apologies for today. If 

there are any questions that are relevant to his study, which is palaeontology and 

geology – we will note them and he will refer back to you. 20 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Stephanie, you’re next. 

STEFANIE WEISE: Hallo, my name is Stephanie Weise. I’m with Shango Solutions. I 

am a geologist and we are assisting with this process here today. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Next up is Zizo Siwendu – she is with the Environmental 

Assessment Practitioners. Zizo, introduce yourself please. 

ZIZO SIWENDU: Hi again. I’m Zizo and I am the Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner for this project. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Next up we have Mader. Mr Mader van den Berg. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Good morning everyone. My name is Mader van den 
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Berg, I’m from a local firm here that offers architecture and landscape and 

architectural services and I’ll be involved with the rehabilitation strategy and theory 

regarding this application. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Thank you. Next up Ms Mpho Mokhoane – there she is. 

MPHO MOKHOANE:  [Indistinct 00:07:46 – no microphone] 

DAVID DE WAAL: …and she’s from Bloemfontein. Next up we have Ms Pamela 

Sidambe – Pamela, where are you? Oh, there she is – sorry. 

PAMELA SIDAMBE:  Morning everyone. My name is Pamela Sidambe – I’m a Social 

Scientist from Umsizi Sustainable Solutions… 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Mr Michael Adams … 10 

PAMELA SIDAMBE: …assisting with the social side of the project. 

DAVID DE WAAL: My apologies for interrupting you – sorry about that. Next up … 

Mr Michael Adams. 

MICHAEL ADAMS: Good morning everyone – sorry, I’ve got a bit of a cold, so if my 

voice sounds a bit funny. I am the Terrestrial Biodiversity Specialist for this project. 

We’ve got a team of guys working on this project – so I am here representing the 

guys doing the botany and I myself doing herpetology and also I am a mammal 

specialist. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you – Riverine Ecologist Specialist, Mr Russell Tate. 

RUSSELL TATE: Good morning everyone. My name is Russell Tate. I am the 20 

Riverine Ecologist for this project. I am also representing a number of studies that we 

are also completing, that’s the Surface Water Study – so the Hydrology Assessment 

as well as the Visual Assessment. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Next up Mr Stephan Meyer. 

STEPHAN MEYER: Morning, I am Stephan Meyer. I’m from Noa Agencies – I am 

assisting the client with the Groundwater Specialist study – Hydrogeological Study. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Next up Mr Nick Grobler. 

NICK GROBLER: Goeie môre good morning. Nick Grobler from Airshed Planning 

Professionals and we’ve been appointed to undertake the Air Quality and Noise 
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Impact Assessments for the project. 

DAVID DE WAAL: For the applicant’s side, we have two people here – remember 

the applicant is the institution or the organisation that is applying for these rights and 

the applicant has appointed the Environmental Assessment Practitioners to do the 

independent assessment. Michael Cox, if you would start. 

MICHAEL COCKS: Good morning ladies and gentlemen. I am from VLDC Group, 

representing Monte Cristo Commercial Park today. My name is Michael Sam Cocks. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Robert… 

ROBERT SCHIMPERS: Môre almal. Ek is Robert Schimpers – ek is die bestuurder 

van Goosebay Farm. 10 

DAVID DE WAAL: I am not sure if there are any officials. I will give you a chance in a 

minute … just give me half a second – let me finish … I note your hand, I’ll come 

back to you. 

I am not sure if there are any officials here or a counsellor – if there are any, you are 

welcome and then also to the public … a warm welcome to you all. Sir, if you would 

just give us your name for the minute purposes.  

GAVIN ABOUD: [indistinct 00:10:35 – no microphone] 

DAVID DE WAAL: Can we just get a microphone to you – the gentleman behind 

you? Thank you. 

GAVIN ABOUD: My name is Gavin Aboud. I am the chairman of the PVE Committee, 20 

which is an organisation monitoring the activities of sand mining in our area. To date, 

all my communications with all applicants and or mining concessions has been – the 

owners of the mines have been present – why is Mark van Wyk not at this meeting? 

DAVID DE WAAL: Let’s answer the question. Michael, if you can respond to that 

please? 

MICHAEL COCKS: Okay, so we are here today. I do represent Monte Cristo 

Commercial Park as well as Robert Schimpers.  

GAVIN ABOUD: [indistinct 00:11:32] 

DAVID DE WAAL: Excuse me Gavin, this is a structured meeting. I will give you a 
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chance. You’ve asked a question – he can respond and after that I will come back to 

you. Michael, your turn. 

MICHAEL COCKS: We do believe as a company – we are fully informed in the 

process. We have made all the specialists available to answer all the relevant 

questions and any other questions we are not able to answer will be minuted and 

noted. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Gavin, a response? 

GAVIN ABOUD: Honestly, I don’t think that is good enough – as I’ve said, we want 

the owner here, because there is a lot of commitment that has to be made here and 

these issues that we need to address. Not necessarily with going forward, but with 10 

the past and I see it is not on the agenda – there are two issues I want to address 

before they start with the presentation, because it is prior to this presentation and 

then I would like an opportunity to introduce my committee as well please. 

DAVID DE WAAL: All right. Firstly, minute-taker, this comment and question about 

the attendance of the applicant Mr Mark is noted and your question and comment is 

noted – is that correct? All right, the two issues you would like to discuss – just tell 

me what they are they about and then we can fit them in. 

GAVIN ABOUD: The first issue that I thought was very important that we need to 

address is actually Shango Solutions themselves and my interaction with them…so it 

is very necessary that we lay the foundation before this presentation starts – that’s 20 

number one. Number two is past performance of Pure Source Minerals, Goosebay, in 

terms of their mining concessions and the reputation they’ve developed and I would 

like to discuss that as a pre-conversation as a pre-discussion to this presentation 

please. 

DAVID DE WAAL: All right, we haven’t got to the agenda yet – there’s a motion to 

modify the agenda, which I have no problem with. I just want to do it formally – is 

there a second for that motion? I will note that it has been seconded, with some 

admiration. All right, may I then suggest that we amend the agenda as follows: The 

proposed agenda as we had it would have been Introduction, Purpose of the 
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Meeting, Project Overview, Feedback on the Scoping Phase, Questions and 

Answers, then the Way Forward and Closing. Shall we then add an item before 

Introduction and shall I call that Background and Related Issues? Let’s then modify 

the Agenda – there is an item before Introduction that will then say: Background and 

Related Matters and I will allow you then to speak about that – please be focussed, 

as there are a lot of stuff that we have to go through today still. Mariette? 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: [Indistinct 00:14:16]. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Yes, that was Ms Mariette Liefferink. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: Yes, my name is Mariette Liefferink from the Federation 

for Sustainable Environment and I wish to augment the comments by Mr Gavin 10 

Aboud. 

DAVID DE WAAL: All right. The reason why I am allowing it now is there is an 

opportunity for questions and answers, but what you want to discuss is a little bit 

wider than the particular focus of this meeting and it provides a background and as 

stakeholders, I think that is a fair and reasonable request, so let us do that. Is 

anybody in agreement with that? Are you guys in agreement with that? Yes, you are 

welcome to make a comment and response. 

MICHAEL COCKS: I would also like to note … in the best possible way that the 

consultants here today are representing Monte Cristo Commercial Park – they aren’t 

mandated to discuss the previous mines as they are employed for Monte Cristo 20 

Commercial Park. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright guys, that point is noted. I need to however to add to that – 

yes, the purpose of this meeting is to discuss the  Scoping Report goes with it, issues 

that relate to that – that has a causal link, in my view should also be discussed. So, 

let’s take it as it goes and we handle it that way. Ms Liefferink? 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: I wish to respectfully descent from the comment that was 

made, because I wish to refer to Section 23 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

Development Act, which has a direct bearing on the historical performance of Mr van 

Wyk and his Goosebay operations, but that I will do after Mr Aboud’s comments. 
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DAVID DE WAAL: Your comment is noted. I just need to say something here and I 

want to make it very clear now. I have no interest in the project – I have no interest in 

what the applicant wants to do or what the public … and I am now talking about the 

project or the public – I am here to make sure there is a proposal on the table … 

there is a scoping process application – that will be discussed. I am not keen to 

exclude this or exclude that … if things have to do with this project – even if it means 

something with a background as you’ve indicated … I think that is a fair discussion 

point, I have no intention of this becoming a legal discussion about whose got what 

[indistinct 00:16:44] talk about – this is a meeting. We are all here … we are here for 

a purpose and I fully intend that purpose to be upheld. So, thank you very much. Mr 10 

Gavin, it is your turn. Would you please use a microphone, you are welcome to stand 

in the front if you want to. 

GAVIN ABOUD: First of all, I’d like to introduce key people from my committee. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Gavin, just sorry – there was a hand at the back there. Please 

hold the mic closer, so that people can hear you. I have no idea what that was about, 

but I am glad you are pleased about it. 

GAVIN ABOUD: Okay, so in terms of our committee, they had the opportunity to 

introduce themselves – I would like to introduce my committee and the key people 

that are helping me. First of all, Mariette – you’ve heard of Mariette … she is helping 

us tremendously. I’ve got Abrie Hanekom, who is a resident of the Vaal Eden area 20 

that’s been badly affected. I’ve got Warrin … Warrin from I don’t know how many 

ecological societies and whatever – Warrin, stand up please and then Renee … 

Renee is from Savanna Africa, also various ecological societies etc. … all helping us 

with this task. I want to state to everybody here – this is not Vaal Oewer sitting here, 

this is Vaal Oewer, Lindequesdrift and Vaal Eden sitting here. So, when you people 

continue to refer to Vaal Oewer … it is incorrect. It is a community of various areas 

that have come together to voice our concern about what is happening across the 

river from us. 

The first point I would like to make and address is to Shango Solutions. Many months 
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ago, I got to hear they were appointed by Mark van Wyk to represent Pure Source 

and that’s what’s confusing – Mark van Wyk keeps changing his names of his 

companies … that is part of the confusion, but anyway … I introduced myself to 

Shango and I said engage with me – I was never engaged with.  

All I started doing was getting mails etcetera, etcetera and the point I want to make to 

Shango today is, is that your approach to us has been dictatorial. You have not 

engaged with us and it started with your appointing or arranging a meeting on a 

Wednesday. I wrote to you and I said a Wednesday meeting is not acceptable to us, 

we want it on a Saturday, because we all work and we cannot just pack up our jobs 

and come and discuss and debate issues with you and Shango Solutions said to me 10 

it is not acceptable – they are not changing the date … they are going to go ahead 

with it on a Wednesday.  

I then went to the DMR and approached the DMR to force them to have this meeting 

today – if it was not for force from the DMR, this meeting would not have taken place 

today. Do you know what they said to me? They said to me, by changing the date 

they are going to confuse you – is that not an insult to your intelligence? 

DAVID DE WAAL: Guys, excuse me excuse me Gavin, I am not going to allow any 

windows of a judgemental value – up to now you’ve been very factual, please 

continue in that manner. 

GAVIN ABOUD: So, that’s what happened. Anyway, due to the DMR forcing them, 20 

we are now sitting here today. They have been sending comments through, which we 

will refer to which makes me wonder and I would like … with your permission Sir, to 

ask these consultants here – who has ever been to Vaal Oewer? Can you just put 

your hand up? All four of you – everyone of you has been to the Vaal Oewer, so you 

know where it is? Excellent!…and Vaal Eden? 

DAVID DE WAAL: Gavin, you have to work via me please. If you want to ask a 

question, you pose it to me and I’ll forward the question. 

GAVIN ABOUD: The Vaal Eden? So, you haven’t been to Vaal Eden? Do you know 

that Vaal Eden is right next to the mine? Not one of you has been there? 
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DAVID DE WAAL: Let me just check … which of you guys has been to Vaal Oewer? 

One, two, three, four, five, six … it is not a question that nobody has – those people 

has been there. 

GAVIN ABOUD: No, the question I ask was Vaal Eden. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Oh, Vaal Eden, I am sorry. 

GAVIN ABOUD: And none of them have been. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay, who has been to Vaal Eden? All right, two guys. Please 

continue. 

RUSSELL TATE:  May I respond? Is that okay? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Let him finish – I’ll give you a chance afterwards. 10 

RUSSELL TATE:  That is fine. 

GAVIN ABOUD:  Who has been to Lindequesdrift? 

DAVID DE WAAL: One this side … two people. 

GAVIN ABOUD: So, Mr Chairman, I have a concern. These people haven’t actually 

even been – Shango have not been with their appointed consultants been to the 

areas that are going to be affected … yet, they reply and answer on questions, 

indicating their authority in that regard and I raise an objection to that, but I will elude 

to it later in the presentation. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Your point is noted. 

GAVIN ABOUD: That was my first concern with Shango and the next point that I 20 

would like to raise with Shango is that they’ve said they have schedules to adhere to 

and time constraints and they need to fit these time constraints in. Well, let me just 

tell Shango … we are not a balancing factor in their equation – we are not. We will 

take as much time as we want to participate in this process and I’ve approached the 

DMR in this regard and they say if you can’t keep to your time schedules, ask for an 

extension. Are we on the same page there? So, never again say to me that you’ve 

got schedules to adhere to and you cannot accommodate us.  

DAVID DE WAAL: The procedure is that if they …Let me just provide a little bit of 

background to that and the process for the way forward. There are schedules, 
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determined by the regulations and if they need to be extended, there is an application 

process to do that … so, you can do that – you can ask for an extension. 

GAVIN ABOUD: There is an extension, so they mustn’t … 

DAVID DE WAAL: No, you can ask for an extension. 

GAVIN ABOUD: Thank you very much. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Until that extension however is granted they will be bound by the 

timeframes, until the department grants that, but it is a straightforward process. 

GAVIN ABOUD: …but, there shouldn’t be a problem with that. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay 

GAVIN ABOUD:  Okay, I think I have dealt with Shango Solutions. Now I would like 10 

to hand … 

DAVID DE WAAL: Your point will be about? Gavin, will it be all right if she takes a 

word there? Address your name please. 

RENEE HARTSLIEF: My name is Renee Hartsleaf and I did attend the previous 

Public Participation Meeting and one of the things that I did learn there was to do with 

the timeframes and one of the reasons why things are rushing so fast that I learned is 

that it is a strategy I think I was told – they have to get their application in to the DMR 

before the Mining Charter was actually gazetted and in doing so they avoided the 

necessity … they told me … of having to comply with the new rules regarding 

ownership – that is my point. 20 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you. Gavin, your next point is about … is away from 

Shango Solutions – I would like to give them a chance to respond to you … to what 

you have said and then we will take your second part or point – will that be 

acceptable? Gavin, will that be acceptable? 

GAVIN ABOUD: Yes 

DAVID DE WAAL: Good. 

ZIZO SIWENDU: I would like to categorically state that, that is not correct. Miss 

Renee was asking a question regarding the Mining Charter and it’s applicability to 

this project. We simply told her or informed her that some of the requirements are not 
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applicable to this project, because the application went in before the new Mining 

Charter came into effect. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: There was a hand that side that asked to respond and I told you 

to hang on a bit. It is your turn now. Remember to respond to the questions that 

Gavin posed. 

RUSSELL TATE: Just to answer you, we have in fact been to Vaal Eden – we just 

needed to place it in our minds and we’ve all been there. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Stadig, stadig. 

RUSSELL TATE: We are not cartographers, so we don’t know exact where 

everything is, but we have been there…so, that should allay your concern in that 10 

regard. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Hokaai, hokaai. Fair is fair. Alright. Gavin, your second point? 

Sorry, I’ve missed a hand there – please go back there. I am not going to have a 

debate about who said what – in and out – I’ve given both parties a chance – so, you 

will be the last voice on this particular issue. 

RENEE HARTSLIEF: I am very glad to say that during the meeting that Shango and 

all of the people involved were kind enough to allow me to record everything that was 

said – all of my questions and all of my answers and those will be made public, so 

that you can determine to whether Zizo is correct or if I am. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: All right. On that point – just note … I believe this meeting is 20 

being recorded and I suspect videotaped – I see it on the side there, so please just 

take note of that everything is recorded and videotaped. Are you people okay with 

that? Good. Gavin, second point? 

GAVIN ABOUD: My second point … I am going to introduce more than actually talk 

to it, because I am going to ask Mariëtte to talk to it. The second point goes … you 

know, we are standing here considering an application – we must bear in mind that 

Goosebay, Pure Source, whatever they want to call themselves had mining rights 

applied or provided to them. During those mining rights I’d like to elude to their 

combat and why I like to elude to combat is, because it sets a prescedent going 
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forward. If they have conformed to what they were rightfully due, it would give us a 

good warm feeling that when something goes ahead that they will conform to what 

they were … that they were given … and the rules and regulations and the EMP. So, 

I would like Mariette to talk to that please. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Mariette, if you would and I will give you guys an opportunity to 

respond as well. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: I wish to refer to the previous mining company, which was 

Winners Point as well as Goosebay. In my personal experience on behalf of the 

Federation for a Sustainable Environment, I requested Mr Mark van Wyk for a 

number of public domain documents – he did not respond … so transparency is an 10 

issue of concern. If there was no transparency when he was the director of the 

previous mines, we have great doubt that he will be transparent … and I must just 

mention here for the interest of the audience – that the Environmental Management 

Programme Report, the Water Use License, Audit Report, the Application for the 

Water Use License are all public documents. There is no need to bring a promotion 

of access to information at application in order to gain access to that. Regrettably Mr 

Mark van Wyk was not transparent and was not accessible. 

With regards however to the mining practices – the legally binding Mine Works 

Programme or Environmental Management Programme Report, Mr Mark van Wyk as 

director of Goosebay and also of Winners Point was legally obligated to do 20 

concurrent rehabilitation or progressive rehabilitation. When the mining stopped, he 

was legally obligated to apply for a mining … for a closure certificate and we have the 

letters; the directives from the Department of Mineral Resources that he failed to do 

that. 

I also have … if I may just put this here … I also have pictures that had been taken 

this morning with a drone of his mining operations as it is now – that is Goosebay … 

where there had been authentic photographic evidence that there had been no 

concurrent or progressive rehabilitation. Now, why this is so relevant is because 

Section 23 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act makes the 
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following statements: you are a lawyer so sir, perhaps your comment on this will be 

appreciated. 

“Granting and duration of the mining right, subject to section 4 the minister must 

grant a mining right if the mining will not resolve in unacceptable pollution, ecological 

degradation or damage to the environment, the applicant is not in contravention of 

any provision of this Act”. According to the directives from the Department of Mineral 

Resources, Mr Mark van Wyk was indeed in contravention with the Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources Development Act and his legally binding EMPR or Mining 

Works Plan. That is then by analogist reasoning to [indistinct 00:31:47] that the 

minister must not grant a mining right. 10 

Now, I do know that it maybe perhaps unpalatable for Mr van Wyk what I’ve stated 

now, so may I just caution Mr van Wyk, that in terms of section 31 of the National 

Environmental Management Act – if a whistle blower in good faith, truthfully as he or 

she believes, discloses an environmental risk – as I am doing now, that he will be 

criminally liable if he threatens, if he intimidates or if he prejudices – so that is section 

31. 

I just want to, as a last point, mention, that in terms of all the Scoping Reports – there 

were findings, tt is very preliminary and there are certain mitigation measures 

proposed in some of these scoping reports. These mitigation measures, if they are 

applied/implemented, can reduce impact from high to moderate or from moderate to 20 

low. If they are not implemented, the impact will remain high. We have, and I say it 

with sincere respect, little confidence that Mr van Wyk, based on his previous 

conduct, will implement these mitigation measures. That’s all – thanks. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you very much. Would you like to respond? 

GAVIN ABOUD: Sorry, just to sum up on this point … so, what Mariette has said is 

very relevant. What is of importance is that we do not hear that … “sorry, it was the 

contractors fault”, because you see he cannot transpose his responsibility – as the 

owner of the mine right to the contract … that’s number one. Number two, we do not 

want to hear – from Shango or anybody else going forward, that you have the right … 
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the legal right, to appeal any transgressions going forward to the courts, because you 

see, they generate revenue out of this mine that they will use to fight us … we’ve got 

to use the money in our back pockets. So, please … just keep that in mind. Thank 

you very much. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Gavin, I am having difficulty in following your point – the point that 

they are the revenue generation – just explain that to me. 

GAVIN ABOUD: Just say that again. 

DAVID DE WAAL: You made a point about the revenue generation that I didn’t hear 

clearly – please, just explain that to me. 

GAVIN ABOUD: Consultants are very keen to say: whoa, if what we propose doesn’t 10 

get implemented or if the mining applicant … when he gets his mining right, deviates 

from his EMP – you have the right to go to court and contest that. 

DAVID DE WAAL: I need to correct you there … with great respect - that is a legal 

requirement … it is not something that the consultants want or don’t want 

GAVIN ABOUD:  No, no, no … 100%. 

DAVID DE WAAL: That is your right in terms of the law. 

GAVIN ABOUD:  Exactly my point – I am saying … they say that is my right. 

DAVID DE WAAL: And so it is. 

GAVIN ABOUD: Exactly, and I am saying – the point I’m trying to make is – he fights 

me in court with money that he generates … 20 

DAVID DE WAAL: He being who? 

GAVIN ABOUD:  The applicant. 

DAVID DE WAAL: The applicant, okay yah? 

GAVIN ABOUD:  I fight it out with money out of my back pocket.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Fair enough. Thank you. Alright. Would you like to respond? 

Again … I am not going into ‘he said’ ‘we said’ – there was a comment made “I would 

like to respond”, and then I am going to leave it at that and move on to the agenda. 

Your turn. 

MICHAEL COCKS: Okay, so I would just like to state that the comments that 
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Mariette made will be noted and we’ll refer that then to the company Goosebay – I’d 

also like to just further say that today’s meeting is regarding Monte Cristo 

Commercial Park and we will address issues regarding to that – mining right 

application and Scoping Report regarding that specific project. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Is that it? Alright. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: [Indistinct 00:36:15] 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Please do. Please do 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: I just want to mention … we recognise the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Regulations 2014 – that an EAP must be appointed. I sat on the 

amendments of the EIA Regulations of the Department of Environmental Affairs … I 10 

just want to mention this – it is just a statement, there needs to be no response. I just 

want it to be recorded, that an Environmental Assessment Practitioner is notionally 

independent and that was established in court case – you would know as a lawyer of 

Earth Life Africa. It was stated by the learned judge that an Environmental 

Assessment Practitioner acts in the same capacity as a lawyer towards its client. So, 

yah, I know that was stated in a legal matter in a judgement. So, I just want to 

mention that – so, we do accept the fact that you have to disclose your 

independency, but again we want to again state that as the learned judge said: you 

are only notionally independent. That is all, and then perhaps just to say – the playing 

field is not level here. We, as the public – who are not experts in hydrology and 20 

geohydrology and geography and fauna and flora and aquatic biodiversity in 

wetlands … we have to within 30 days, give expert opinions on a wide range of very 

technical issues, while the applicant is in a position to appoint a team of experts to 

address these issues. That is just a general comment. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: I need to respond to that … Miss Liefferink I just want to add to 

that - that even things like that … if you process, the regulations are there, but the 

department does have a ‘I don’t want to use the word manner, it is not the right word’, 

but they can – on application – extend review periods, they can extend deadlines and 

so forth … so, just remember that – if you feel the way you do … which you clearly do 
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– that there might be that avenue to extend it and give it a fair chance to everybody. 

With that, I would like to move back to the Agenda. 

MICHAEL COCKS: [indistinct 00:38:55] 

DAVID DE WAAL: Please do. 

MICHAEL COCKS:  I’d also like to respond one thing … just to note for the record – I 

am not a Lawyer – I am not in a legal profession – I studied a Bachelor’s degree in 

Commerce and Finance. So, any questions regarding laws, legal – all the legal 

jargon and that, it will be noted and referred back to the company. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay, thank you for that. The Agenda is then from now onwards. I 

just want to say … thank you for the participation and thank you for allowing it. 10 

Nothing in life is isolated. Things happen in a process, things have consequences 

and things happen that cause things. So, in my mind – and again I am not validating 

whose right or wrong. I am just saying the opportunity to get what you believe to be 

cause or background to an application to guide that … in my mind, is a fair request.  

Let’s go back to the Agenda – Introduction I’ve done. Purpose of the meeting, Project 

Overview and Feedback on the Scoping Phase – then a Questions and Answers 

Session … and now I am going to ask you a generally unpopular question, but I 

would like to explain to you why. I would like to suggest that we keep questions and 

answers to the Question and Answer Session and I’ll tell you why. It is very difficult to 

minute correctly if we have things that are outside the Agenda. Secondly, we often 20 

find that questions have been answered at one point of the Agenda as Murphy’s Law 

would have it, it evidently gets responded to later on. So, if it is at all possible, which 

means please can we agree to that … please keep your questions to the Question 

and Answer Session with one exception – if there is something said that you don’t 

understand [indistinct 00:40:39] something that will … that has to do with something 

you don’t understand – you need explanation for the factual situation – of course 

those questions would be allowed. Gavin? 

GAVIN ABOUD: [indistinct 00:40:52] I would like the opportunity to ask – when I see 

something on the board – a question that has relevance on that point. You see, we’ve 
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gone through a couple of these meetings before and what happens is … you go 

through this presentation and then at the end, we don’t have an opportunity to ask 

questions or time is a factor. I think it is very important when something gets put up 

on the Agenda, we have the opportunity to ask a question and you can regulate that. 

I don’t know how the rest of the people feel. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Let me find out. If that is the feeling of the meeting, we must do 

that. I’ve got your hand ma’am and I’ll be with you in a second. I personally believe it 

is not – it doesn’t make for good meetings. I take the point about not enough time at 

the end. I want to assure you we will not stop this meeting until all of you had an 

opportunity to say what you want to say. I’ve got to go through the motions, is there 10 

second for the suggestion that we ask questions as we go on? About 35 of them – 

any opposition to that? The A’s have it.  

I want to however just caution against something and I may step on toes, but I also 

sat through probably a 1000 or 2000 of these meetings in my 35 year career. The 

purpose of this meeting is to provide information. If you don’t give people the chance 

to give information, it is your right, it does not make the meeting illegitimate. I am not 

going to allow the Agenda to become unstructured. If you want to ask a question, 

we’ve decided I will do it, I am not going to allow value judgements. I’ve given you a 

chance for that so, if we are going allow that, can we please do it in the framework 

I’ve discussed now? Thank you very much we can then do that. Madam, your hand 20 

was up. Microphone please. 

RENEE HARTSLIEF: Renee Hartsleaf again. I want to make this point … this is a 

Public Participation Process. It’s not a public presentation process and that’s why we 

want to be able to comment as we go along. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you for that. The decision has already been taken – it will 

be done that way. Remember just that it must be structured, it must be focussed and 

everybody must get a fair chance. All right then – Mariette? 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: It is just on the same point – we know that the entitlements 

that flow from prospecting a mining are very far reaching, because the consent of the 
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landowners is not required, but there are balancing mechanisms and one of the most 

important of these balancing mechanisms is consultation and as Renee mentioned, 

public participation, which means that is a two-way discussion and not just a 

presentation. 

DAVID DE WAAL: I take that and I must however say that there was never an 

intention from my side that it would be a one-way consultation, but even so, 

motivation to make sure that it is a balanced participation. Right. That brings us to the 

purpose of the meeting, which is now modified quite significant and the purpose 

technically is as follows – to present the findings of the Scoping Report and get your 

viewpoints and comments on those and we then agree that you can ask as you go 10 

on. Just remember that if you ask a question, I will allow the speaker who is speaking 

to finish his point, then we will take the question. I am not going to allow interruptions, 

I am not going to stop a presentation or your input, because somebody else wants to 

say something in-between … will that be acceptable?  

I just want it to be structured and everybody gets a fair chance and it is important to 

me that the minutes gets reflected correctly. Will that be acceptable? Good, let’s do 

that. Then we have a presentation on the Project Overview, I am not sure who is 

going to give that, I suspect it might be you … if you would please. 

MICHAEL COCKS: Sorry, I am just pulling this a bit closer. So, regarding the project 

description – Monte Cristo Commercial Park (Pty) Limited … from hereon known as 20 

MCCP – this is proposing to establish an open pit mine, which will involve the 

development of open pits and associated mine infrastructure. The project will be 

known as Pure Source Mine and the following commodities will be mined … sand, 

aggregate (grave), diamond (alluvial). Mining will be undertaken by truck and shovel 

method, using suitable sized diesel driven equipment. The proposed mining area 

covers the actual extend of 858 hectares .5825. However, a 363.5 hectare area of 

the demarcated phase for open pit mining and associated infrastructure.  

The anticipated life of mine is 30 years and the closure objective is to develop the 

farm portions into an eco and residential and hospitality facilities on the banks of the 
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Vaal River – which we will also get to later in the presentation. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Gavin.   

GAVIN ABOUD: Can everybody read that? You know, honestly and truly, we are 

getting so frustrated by all these presentations that we cannot read. The 

incompetence here is…it smacks of [indistinct 00:46:46] 

DAVID DE WAAL: No Gavin, I am very sorry I am not going to allow that. The 

question about the presentation is under your value judgement, I will not allow. 

Gavin, let’s get that very clear. I won’t allow it for you and I won’t allow it here. 

GAVIN ABOUD: I can’t read that and I am sitting in the front. 

DAVID DE WAAL: It’s a good point. Let’s see how we can address that. Valued 10 

judgements I am not going to allow. Is it too small – is there anything that we can do 

about that? Is it out of focus? Stephanie, do you have hard copies of the presentation 

available here? Sorry, quiet please, I can’t hear … apologies … Stephanie, say 

again. Is that fine? 

ATTENDEE: He is reading it verbatim. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay good, that’s fine. Thank you Stephanie. I believe there has 

been about 100 copies of it at the station – hard copies distributed as well – that’s 

okay. Shall we continue with this? Thank you very much. All right, please continue.  

Excuse me, I’m not ignoring anything sir. There are about 150 of you – if I don’t 

notice that hand – please assist me in pointing it out. It has no value whether I would 20 

be – that would work very well. Your assumption that I am ignoring it, is offensive. 

Thank you … and whose hand was it? You are welcome sir – please take the 

microphone to that gentleman. Onthou net jou naam asseblief. 

CHRIS CAMPBELL: I’m Chris Campbell, I am a resident at Vaal Oewer, but maybe 

just on a point of professionalism, I am a Professional Engineer and I pride myself on 

ethical professional services. I was a bit worried about the process you are going 

through here now and I asked myself whether this is a tick-box exercise or if it is 

genuine, because if you have over 1800 Interested and Affected Parties, how is it 

that you only make a 100 photocopies and you have a presentation – PowerPoint. 
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Professionals over here, Shango can’t even make sure the font is legible? So, I am 

concerned and it talks to the good faith – question that was posed at the interlude. I 

want to make a suggestion if we are going to be constructive in this process. Firstly, 

everybody in the room here, including myself – we value our time. So, I implore your 

consultants – make sure you are aligned with your client, because we found that 

there was a duality in the previous process, take the time to come all the way – not 

all of us live here – come to a meeting and we find that we cannot have that meeting. 

So, please make sure you have that alignment that you are applying for X and you 

know that your client has actually changed it to Y. 

Secondly, maybe a word of advice, guys I know that you pride yourselves in your 10 

professional work – we trust your ethical approach to it – just make sure you get paid 

upfront okay – I’ll leave it there. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Sir, I respect your professionalism – the comment you’ve made I 

have to say – and I am a professional as you are and I belong to similar institutes 

and similar processes – so I am a day factor registered professional, acknowledged 

as you are – I think you were really really really with your last comment had 10 toes 

dangling down the other side of outside professionalism. Can we please have this 

meeting about the issues on the table? [indistinct 00:52:55] I will do that, point taken 

and please don’t shout at me. I’d like this meeting to be a structured meeting. We can 

spend the next 4 hours – I’ve got your hand ma’am, telling everybody how useless 20 

the consultants are and how you don’t trust them, I accept that you’ve made that 

point – I gave you all the points at the beginning of the meeting, you’ve made that 

point and it is accepted. Let’s move on … let’s hear what they have to say. Let’s hear 

your comments, because that is important as well. Mariette? Ekskuus tog, ek het nie 

gehoor nie. 

MARIETTE LIEFERINK: My comment is on the first slide of the presentation. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Please do. 

MARIETTE LIEFERINK: Okay. There is reference made to the future land use as 

being an Eco-Estate – if I may perhaps just record that in terms of the EIA 
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Regulations and that also includes the 2015 Regulations for Financial Provisions – 

the future land use must be a pre-determined and agreed upon sustainable future 

land use. I think it is common cause that we know that mining causes a profound and 

often irreversible impacts on ecosystems. So, we would like to know in the EIA 

process – whether you have engaged with directly Affected Parties as to the future 

land use, because they will be the recipients of the land owners and occupiers of the 

future land use and that your remediation – I am now referring to your client – that 

your client’s remediation would be concurrent and in line with the future land use. To 

simply state that it will be developed as an Eco-Estate, without consultation with the 

communities who are the future land owners and occupiers of the land would not be 10 

appropriate. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you for that – point noted. Yes, if you can just give me a 

second. If I say a point is noted – I just want to explain what it means … I’ve got the 

hand there, thank you ma’am, I’ll give you a chance – the gentleman with the … there 

next to the gentleman with the red shirt – I will give you chance now. 

When I say a point has been noted, I just want to explain the procedure. It means 

that the point is minuted and in terms of the Regulations, it must then be reflected in 

the minutes of this meeting and it also need to be attached to the reports that goes to 

the department – so what I am saying is that particular issue has been noted … it 

then forms part of the substance of the discussion. The gentleman right at the back 20 

there. 

LEON VAN SCHALKWYK: Mr Chairman, thank you very much. My name is Leon 

van Schalkwyk. I would just like to reiterate sir and this is with sincerity. I am a 

landowner across the river and since these activities have been taking place on 

numerous explorations and mining efforts, I have 3 new buildings that have cracked – 

my property is worth 7 million. Now if your client and I respect the professionality of 

all these people, that if your client has already through the wording we had this 

morning had doubtful actions, I am very concerned they are going to start removing 

the resources from the land, they are going to pay for their running costs and I as a 
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resident will have no repute against them or no regress to claim my money from 

them, because in 30 years I am not around. 

Secondly, and most importantly we’ve had Mariette Liefferink, Gavin Aboud and there 

is another two gentlemen here that can give us all the rules and regulations and I 

applaud Mariette for her knowledge, because she quotes these Acts and Regulations 

by the word and the number and the committee here didn’t say anything that we have 

to readdress and get the owner here, because he’s the culprit and he’s changed 

these lands for various reasons. We know in the industry, that when a person 

changes his name, he’s hiding cash and if these people have that notion now, I am 

not making this a court case, I am asking your people to protect us, because if this 10 

person allows and gets away with this, we are going be not anybody across the river 

and there are 60/70 properties that are valuable and they are all concerned about 

this, that’s why we’ve got 150 people here this morning, or how much? That is our 

concern, we’re not going to have the opportunity to claim from this mine, because 

they are destructing our environment, they are using water and they are causing 

pollution at the moment, they are causing noise pollution, how can we sustain that? 

Please sir, you people have a responsibility to make this meeting successful and if all 

- every person here has to stand up today, we are going to be here until 6 tonight. I 

think they must do their homework and get back with a proper answer and the 

answers that I request are the things that I spoke about, because these professional 20 

people that we have on our side are not here for venomous reasons, they are here 

to protect this country and it seems like a gullible person, that wants to mine, doesn’t 

care anything about the country, nor about his neighbour. Thank you sir. 

DAVID DE WAAL: I suspect there are some popular support for that viewpoint. That 

has been noted. Is that concern and viewpoints been noted? Thank you very much. 

Have I missed a hand? There is a hand right at the back there – against the wall. 

BORMAN DU TOIT: Obviously you have done a lot of investment to get this project. I 

am Borman du Toit and I am an owner of property in Vaal Oewer. So, a lot of 

investment has already gone in to get this mine going or due to investments. So, he 
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talk about anticipated life, which to me is quite an open-ended word, with no fixed 

value. 

The next point is the closure objective – so if a lot of investment has already gone in 

to the mining project components – has a trust account been set up for the closure 

objective of the farm to be created into an eco-system? Because, once the farm has 

reached its anticipated life of 30 years, I am assuming there won’t be any more 

revenue or profits generated, which then questions the closure objective of an eco-

system. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Is there a trust fund set for the closure and by that I also assume 

the rehabilitation? 10 

MICHAEL COCKS: I do think the specialist should be better suited to answer that 

question regarding the financial provision, but I would also like to say regarding the 

closure objective – there is a slide dedicated to that at the end … closer to the end of 

the presentation, where we can go into a little bit more details regarding that. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, the question about the closure – the fund, I think it is a 

legal requirement – is minuted.  Ag ekskuus julle, my wife says I suffer from age-

induced attention deficit disorder – forgive me. That point is in fact a requirement and 

if he can’t have an answer now, it is minuted and will then suggest that an answer be 

provided when the minutes of this meeting go out. Will that be acceptable? 

ZIZO SIWENDU: I would just like to add that we are still in the application process. 20 

DAVID DE WAAL: Ekskuus, just raise your hand – I am not sure who am I talking to 

now … oh, that side… 

ZIZO SIWENDU: The client is still applying for the mining right – it is not accepted 

yet. However, … 

DAVID DE WAAL: Give her a chance please – I’ll come back to you guys. 

ZIZO SIWENDU: Alright. So, this application…the client is still applying for the mining 

right – it has not been accepted yet. However, should the application be accepted, 

then the client would have to make financial provision for rehabilitation and that 

money is requested by the DMR upfront, before the application is accepted. So, yes it 
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will be made available – the client would have to pay for financial provision – only 

upon acceptance of the application. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, there were three hands up – there was a hand right at the 

back against the wall there … has that hand gone away? Then there was a hand 

here meneer daar met die groen hemp, then it will be yourself and then it will be you, 

Mariëtte and then this gentleman. Alright. There were four hands in a row – we’ll take 

the one at the back first … the gentleman with the green shirt. Yah, I do that – the 

one mic on purpose, so that we have a correct reflection on the recording – if we 

have five mics speaking, then it doesn’t work well. 

KARL SCHOLTZ: Okay good. My name is Karl Scholtz and I am also a resident in 10 

Vaal Oewer – thank you for the opportunity … just a little bit observation here that … 

and I think with all due respect to the consultants trying to get their presentation 

through – I think you would have gathered up to this point, we are quite well informed 

of what is out there. So, I think let’s continue with this type of questioning – thank you 

for allowing that. I think the point I’d like to raise and that was the comment from the 

lady in front here – I think I forgot your name – about the applicant in process, but the 

applicant and the day-factor owner is operational. 

So, I have a little bit of a problem and I think it stems then from what was referred to 

earlier in terms of the proponent (applicant) is that – just confirm if I’m wrong – is he 

… is he currently mining illegally? – currently as we speak? – I mean, if you can just 20 

confirm that and in my mind you know … if that is the case, then you know … you 

should stop all activities until you have these processes and allow for them to unfold 

in order for the rightful outcome in this. 

That is just the point I want to raise and perhaps just get a comment, thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Let me check whether these activities are happening? 

MICHAEL COCKS: There is currently no mining on the property in question. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Order order … nee wat … hokaai hokaai 

MICHAEL COCKS: Can I speak? 

DAVID DE WAAL: I understand that this is not an easy matter. Believe it or not, I do 
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have sympathy for the issues, because these things affects your lives and your 

properties and your futures – I understand that very well, but let’s just keep 

assemblance of fairness – fair is fair. If you guys want to say something … a little bit 

of polite laughing and some supportive action, I think is great, but at least allow the 

guy to finish what he is saying. Thank you. 

MICHAEL COCKS: Following that, I would also like to state that there is mining on 

the properties adjacent to the farm, So, but at the moment there is no mining on the 

property in question. Mining stopped when the lapse of the mining permit happened. 

Also, there is rehabilitation at the moment on the property in question, but by the 

DMR’s instruction, but there is no current sand mining on the property in question. 10 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you. The gentleman with the green shirt …are your 

questions answered or … okay, you’re fine.  Next was the lady here with ek is nou 

deurmekaar – who was next? Alright …the gentleman. Let me make it clear – the 

sequence is as follows: okay, you’ve got the mic, so by default you get to be number 

1, then it is the gentleman with the blue shirt, then it is Mariette – she is number 3, 

then it is the guy – let me make it easy – then the guy here, then the guy there – now 

remember your names and then the guy at the back and then the lady here with the 

black … oh alright – is that okay? Okay, you continue please. 

DEBBIE CAPLAN: Thank you, my name is Debbie Caplan and I am a property 

owner at Vaal Oewer. I just want some clarification on bullet point number 4, where 20 

you say that the proposed mining area covers an actual extend of 858 hectares – so 

is the 363 added to the 858 and then – how big will the eco-estate be in terms of the 

number of hectares? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Can you guys respond to that? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Yah, thank you. Is it working? Can you hear me? Thank 

you for that question – my name is Madar again. The Goosebay Farm consist of 

three portions so collectively they are 858 hectares – the area that is only allocated 

for mining is the 363 hectares, so that is within the 858 hectares – does that clear up 

your question? 
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DAVID DE WAAL: And the size of the Eco-estate? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: The size of the Eco-estate would be … look, I can’t 

physically give you the exact numbers at this stage, because it is an end-land use – 

we are still working on the final planning of it, but it would actually encompass the 

whole property after mining is completed. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, the gentleman there with the blue shirt. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Hierdie kant - hierdie kant - this side - this side. No, he’s last – 

excuse me hierso excuse me … front here. Who were you pointing at? Is he the right 

guy? Please continue with that – it helps me … thank you. 10 

DEAN VISAGIE: Good day. My name is Dean Visagie, I work for the Carnegie 

Group, which is an international group … I’ve got one or two things to ask. Firstly, 

(Pty) Limited company Monte Cristo Commercial … where can I get the 

documentation? – if the company is registered and then I see another Pure Source 

Mining – why isn’t that … is that also (Pty) Limited – whose the shareholders … 

where can we get that information from? 

Secondly, you guys are not … according to the EIA report that I’ve seen – this is not 

about sand or gravel – this is about diamonds here, nothing else and if you all know 

what open-cast mining … diamond mining will do to this area and the sludge dams – 

I think we’ll definitely … sorry for you guys – the EIA study that I have seen is very 20 

amateuristic and I would like to take this up and see who is the shareholders – if it is 

trusts, who are the trustees and all that. So, that is important for me that came in late 

– I want to know who is the chief, Mr van Wyk and who is his culprits and then all the 

shareholders – who is the trust and who is in that trust and who is the beneficiaries – 

that is where we will start and then … this is not about sand and gravel – this is about 

diamonds. 

DAVID DE WAAL: All right, your comment is noted – let’s find out what is the 

shareholding and the company information – where is that available and how does it 

work? I find that to be a fair question. 



                PURE SOURCE MINE: SCOPING PHASE ADDITIONAL PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON THE 10
TH 

NOVEMBER 2018 AT LAERSKOOL VAALRIVIER, GAUTENG PROVINCE 

28 

 

MICHAEL COCKS: Okay, I would like to say we have noted the question on the 

shareholding and that – we will discuss with the consultants how to go about that. At 

this point in time I can’t answer shareholding questions, but it has been noted and we 

will work out with the consultants the best way to respond to that question. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright – I hope your wedding is more pleasurable. Just a 

question, will that shareholding made available for the minutes? 

DEAN VISAGIE: Sorry, I think you didn’t listen carefully … there are two names here 

– Monte Cristo Commercial (Pty) Limited and then there is another mine Pure Source 

Mine and that doesn’t say if it is a (Pty) Limited or it is a Limited company or it is a 

CC or what is it? I want to know who it is. 10 

MICHAEL COCKS: No, it is fine. 

DEAN VISAGIE: …because there are so many names floating around – I want to 

know who all the directors are and who all the shareholders are – if there is a trust … 

who are the trustees, the beneficiaries – all that … then we can start talking. So then 

we will know whose behind all this diamond mining – it is not about sand and gravel 

… it is about diamond mining here, nothing else. 

DAVID DE WAAL: All right, the point is made. 

MICHAEL COCKS: We’ll note that. Monte Cristo Commercial Park (Pty) Limited is 

the applicant company – the mine will be trading as Pure Source Mine. 

DAVID DE WAAL: What is status of that entity – the mine entity? Is it just an 20 

operating name? 

MICHAEL COCKS: Pure Source Mine is the operating name of the company. As I 

say, regarding to the shareholding and that, we’ll best discuss with the consultants in 

terms of how to handle or respond to that and it will be minuted that that was raised. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay, the feedback will be provided in the minutes that will go 

out. 

DEAN VISAGIE: Are you going to trade as Pure Source Mining? 

DAVID DE WAAL: That is what I understood – let me check if I haven’t got it wrong. 

DEAN VISAGIE: Is that also a (Pty) Limited company? 
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MICHAEL COCKS: No, it will trade as Pure Source Mine. 

DEAN VISAGIE: You’ll trade as … okay. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay … my official pointer – who is next now? The gentleman 

there oh, nee ek het vir Mariette geskip, ekskuus – ek sal jou volgende vat of 

Mariëtte nou? 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: Hy kan eers en dan ek. 

DAVID DE WAAL: All right – you first and then Mariëtte. Your name? 

ABRIE HANEKOM: Ek is Abrie Hanekom – ek is een van die inwoners reg langs die 

myne – ek ry deur ‘n myn na my huis toe in elk geval. My probleem is … met die 30 

jaar wat u het, ons mense is besig om almal in daai area, want ons is grens aan die 10 

myne, om uit ons huise uit te trek. Nou, ek wil vandag vir Mark van Wyk vra – 

aangesien ons nou almal uit ons huise uit trek, wie gaan ons “properties” betaal, want 

die wet voorsien ons eienaars wat teen die myne bly – dat die eienaar van daai myne 

ons moet “compensate” vir die “value” van ons huise en goed. Ek wil weet – hulle is 

30 jaar besig – ek glo nie ek gaan nog 30 jaar lewe nie … so ek wil by Mark van Wyk 

weet – al ons ouens wat om die myn bly, hoe gaan hy ons “compensate” vandag?  

Want dit het nog nooit vorendag gekom nie – as jy dit vir die eienaars vra, dan 

hardloop hulle dat hulle klein raak. Dankie. 

Ek het so – toevallig – is van ons ouens alreeds uitgedryf uit ons huise uit – ek 

persoonlik is “at gunpoint”. So, ek weet nie hoe ver gaan die mense nie, maar ek wil 20 

vandag weet – hoe koop hulle ons uit? 

DAVID DE WAAL: Goed. 

ABRIE HANEKOM: Dankie. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Die punt is genotuleer. Okei, daar is nou ‘n klomp hande op – dis 

nou volgende is dit Mariette … na Mariette is die meneer daar doer agter en na hom 

is dit ‘n hand daar agter en jouself – jy gaan nommer 4 wees. Mariette … net ‘n 

oomblik Mariette 

MICHAEL COCKS: Okay, I am just going to respond after each question, so I don’t 

forget it. In terme van meneer se eiendom – okei, dit gaan defnitief op die minutes 
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van die meeting wees. 

DAVID DE WAAL: You must speak up a little bit. 

MICHAEL COCKS: Okay, so it will definitely be reflected in the minutes of the 

meeting. How correct the statement is, I am not too sure – I am also not in the 

position to answer that statement – so that is why I am requesting that to be put on 

the minutes. So, as I say, I am not in a position and I also don’t have the legal 

expertise to answer that question. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright. That was a definite “maybe”. No, I am joking – don’t 

worry. I am joking and I am not making any inferences. Mariette 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: I just with to refer or reverse to the previous comment by 10 

yourself with regards to the fact that mining had stopped on Mr van Wyk’s property. If 

mining has stopped, then within 180 days … in terms of section 43 of the Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources Development Act, there must be an application for closure. So, 

we as Interested and Affected Parties kindly request a copy of the Closure Plan and 

also of the Rehabilitation Plan.  

I just thought it is perhaps appropriate and relevant to read one of the instructions, 

the directives of the Department of Mineral Resources to Mr van Wyk. He said: the 

office had noted that your mining permit is issued by this department has lapsed and 

this is invalid. It was also realised that rehabilitation on your mining area is 

incomplete and as a result you are required to rehabilitate the mining area. It is rather 20 

regrettable that he had to be instructed to do the rehabilitation and did not do 

progressive or concurrent rehabilitation as was stated in his Environmental 

Management Programme Report. 

There is one more issue I want to mention as Zizo of Shango Solutions mentioned, 

that the financial provision must only be submitted at the time  that a mining right has 

been granted – now, I just want it to be noted for the attention of the Department of 

Mineral Resources as the decision maker that in terms of section 23 of the MPRDA, 

the minister must grant a mining right only if the applicant has access to financial 

resources.  
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Now, these financial resources must include – in terms of the 2015 Financial 

Regulations, which will be amended and will be implemented in 2020, must include 

any latent or residual impacts, including the pumping and the treatment of extraneous 

or polluted water – that is in other words for the lifetime of the impacts and concurrent 

rehabilitation cannot be funded by a drawdown from the rehabilitation funds. It must 

be funded with each operational cost. So, perhaps just to put that also as a caution to 

Mr van Wyk. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you very much. Minute taker, you got that point? 

Stephanie? They’re busy. Stephanie, you’ve got that point? Thank you. Nou volgende 

is dit die meneer daar doer agter en dan is dit die meneer doer hierrie kant. Dan is dit 10 

jou beurt. Alright, remember your name please. 

GERHARD: Goeie môre, my naam is Gerhard. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Môre Gerhard. 

GERHARD: Ek is die eienaar van Oosthuizens [indistinct 01:18:04] Adventures. Ek 

het net twee vrae: hoe kan jy ‘n lisensie vir 30 jaar uitreik? Ek het in 98/99 en 2000 

sand gepomp uit die rivier uit – so ek dink die prosedure is min-of-meer dieselfde en 

dit was ‘n 3-jaar permit of ‘n 5-jaar permit – nie ‘n 30 jaar permit nie. Ek is nie seker 

oor dit nie, maar … en hoe bepaal jy jou rehabilitasie oor 30 jaar teen vandag se 

ekonomie? 

DAVID DE WAAL: Goed. The question is … did you get the question? 20 

MICHAEL COCKS: I did. Regarding rehabilitation – it will be discussed in the next 

slides – our landscape architect has worked out quite an extensive rehabilitation 

programme. So, I think that question will definitely be addressed in the upcoming 

slides. Regarding the 30 year mining period – the department does allow for us to 

apply for that time period. 

GERHARD: Ekskuus tog – ek dink dis ‘n moeilike vraag om te bepaal hoe dit oor 30 

jaar gaan loop. Ons het nie 10 jaar terug bepaal dat die petrolprys vandag R16 gaan 

wees nie. Ek weet nie op watter glyskaal gaan jy dit uitwerk nie, want onthou julle 

gaan nou sand uithaal en dan diamante … as ek reg verstaan. 
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DAVID DE WAAL: Ek dink ‘n praktyk – waar die 30 jaar normaalweg vandaan kom is 

waarskynlik indikasie van wat (en ek weet nie wat die Afrikaans is nie) life of mine 

van hoeveel reserwes daar is, maar daar is ‘n hele klomp regulasies wat uitspel hoe 

lank ‘n reg hou en diesmeer – so ek dink die 30 jaar het waarskynlik te doen with the 

life of mine en nie noodwendig die gedagte dat daar een permit gaan wees vir die 

volle periode nie, want goeters verander en wetgewing verander [indistinct 01:19:48] 

aandui. Would you like to respond? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Ja, can I respond in English? I think there is a confusion 

between what is a permit and what is a mining right. What I understand what you’re 

asking is how is it possible that a mining right, because that is what we are here for, 10 

can be granted for 30 years, but what I assume you are referring to is a mining 

permit, which can only be done for and I believe 5 years (Zizo, thank you for 

confirming). So I think we just need to distinguish between those things – mining 

permits and mining rights are copletely different things. Does that clear up the 

question? Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Dankie. The gentleman right on the back corner here – this side. 

Microphone is coming – it’s coming. It is a bit crowded`- it is coming at best speed. 

JEROME BAGLEY: Good afternoon. I am Jerome Bagley and I am one of the 

residents and intended victims of this mine. I just want to get clarity from the 

gentleman … second left to the lady – regarding the mining area – the lady in blue 20 

spoke about the area to be mined and in bullet point 3 it specifically says the 

proposed mining area covers an actual extent of 858 hectares – your answer to her 

was that’s the size of the farm and only 363 hectares will be mined, but that is not 

what I am reading here. Please clarify. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Mader, if you could assist. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Yes, thank you for that question – the application area is 

for the farm … that’s the application area (no, not to be mined, because we’ve 

already done the resource distribution and not everything is all over the farm). 

DAVID DE WAAL: Let him finish please … I’ll come back to you. Mader, please 
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continue. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Okay. Zizo just confirmed here that there is an omission 

of the word application between the words mining and area. So, it should read: the 

proposed mining application area – could we just have that on record? 

JEROME BAGLEY: We are dealing with semantics sir. 

MADER VAN DER BERG: It is semantics and it is actually quite important – thank 

you for raising that. 

JEROME BAGLEY: The question is simple Sir. You have to give me a chance to ask 

this – if the property is 858 hectares … is the whole property going to be mined? It is 

a yes of a no. 10 

MADER VAN DER BERG: No 

JEROME BAGLEY: Then this slide is incorrect. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: There is one word amiss. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Elvis has left the building. Let me respond to that … when you 

apply, you apply for an area – this is often in terms of a farm area … it is a 

geographical area and then on that area you look for the resource – in some case it 

might well be the whole area has resource and some cases it might be that resources 

are only particular parts and that’s the difference it is making is that in their case they 

say the whole area – the farm is that size … on this farm resource that’s mineable is 

x amount of hectares and that is what will be mined. Thank you very much. Let me 20 

just – before we go there dis nou jou beurt – daar is twee ouens daar agter of ‘n 

dame who desperately wants to say something – is it on this same subject? Then I 

am going to allow him and then it will be your turn. In the front here – where’s the 

microphone? The gentleman here with the light blue shirt … the gentleman there – 

excuse me, please look at me – that gentleman. 

CONRAD VAN DER MERWE: Good morning, my name is Conrad van der Merwe. 

We are one of the residents of Vaal Oewer. I guess I am looking very much forward 

to this conversation around the spectacular noise pollution – the destruction of 

fauna and flora and the dust pollution, which is still coming. My question is – what I 
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am a little bit concerned about and I’ll reserve judgement and I’ll only stick to the 

mathematical facts – the panel here could only answer one out of every five 

questions – the rest are being referred. Is the purpose of today’s session to actually 

get answers or just so they can note all our questions and if that is the case – when 

and where are we actually going to get answers? That is my question for now, 

please. 

DAVID DE WAAL: For the record, that question carry support. 

CONRAD VAN DER MERWE: Just an encore – I hope they actually have the ability 

to answer more questions when it comes to the really difficult stuff, like how are you 

going to prevent the ducks from dust polluting and etcetera and we would really like 10 

some answers there. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Zizo, would you like to respond to that? The question was … they 

are not getting many answers today – why is that and when could they expect to get 

answers as they would like to get answers on impacts and litigation measures, 

implications and so forth. 

ZIZO SIWENDU: You see they haven’t asked those questions regarding the baseline 

information and impacts … 

DAVID DE WAAL: Wag wag wag – gee haar net ‘n kans. 

ZIZO SIWENDU: I think I have answered about two or three questions – most of the 

questions were directed to the applicant. So, I am looking forward to answering 20 

questions regarding mitigation measures for the baseline information, because I 

haven’t had questions yet regarding the baseline information. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Meneer van der Merwe if I can give you a process answer – an 

environmental assessment of this nature normally has and I might be using the 

wrong words – Mariette will help me – it normally has two phases … it is a scoping 

phase in Afrikaans praat hulle van ‘n bestekopnamefase and an assessment phase. I 

believe this is towards the end of the scoping phase die doelwit van die of the 

scoping phase is to identify issues and measures and concerns and whatever the 

case will be that needs to be assessed in further detail – so, it is not unnatural that 
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you don’t get that many responses in the scoping phase – unless that study has 

already been done and in that case you get a response – you will typically get very 

specific responses in the assessment phase when all those specialised studies have 

been completed. I would like to hear more answers, but just prosesgewyse is dit wat 

jy kan verwag in die volgende fase. 

Okay, there was a lady at the back there … nou weet ek nie wie dit was nie – wie’s 

volgende? Daai meneer met die groen hemp en na hom is dit daardie meneer doer 

agter en dan is dit hierdie meneer en dan sal ek weer vat.  

ATTENDEE: Just some principle points here you know – this processes are largely 

about trust – let me tell it straight to you … we don’t trust you – okay … that’s the first 10 

thing. I am being honest … really, I am being honest … and trust is almost like a 

marriage you know – now I’ve got to marry into this family for the next 30 years huh – 

come on. 

DAVID DE WAAL: It is a bit like that. 

KARL SCHOLTZ: Really? So, if the person I am going to get married to is not here to 

come and share his or her wisdom with me – namely the owner and the proponent – 

how on earth is this trust relationship ever move forward? So, you know – it’s process 

– we understand the background … we know what you are going to tell us … it’s 

going to be a lot of bullshit anyway. So … because we don’t trust you … perhaps we 

should just put this in writing and say: how do we work on the trust relationship? 20 

When has the proponent ever offered to come and say: listen, can I come and show 

you what we are doing? I’ll pick you up with a one of those Toyota whatever or a bus 

and I’ll bus you around – I’ll open up – I’ll be transparent with you – I’ll show you what 

I’m doing – huh – has that ever  happened? I don’t know … so you know – it starts 

there and I think I am going to leave now, because I have better things to do at this 

point in time. So, I would like to leave that and I’ll take up that offer if the owner would 

like to invite me and a couple of other committee members to this to his proposed 

activity, because I can tell you – he is still mining over there it’s actually rehabilitation 

– I wake up every morning with beep beep beep beep and on that note … thank you 
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very much. 

DAVID DE WAAL: I think the suggestion for a site visit on site to me sounds like a 

good idea … besides I don’t trust you – you are looking at me … do you include me 

in that – we are talking about the applicant, because if you include me, I have to talk 

to my wife to work on my image – I’ve only seen you for 20 minutes … I am sorry if I 

look untrustworthy. I’m joking … the point about the trust is very valid – it is a 30 year 

relationship … it is a long term relationship – you are neighbours … there is going to 

be a huge interaction and inter-mingling between that and trust is something that is 

very important. I think your point is very valid – has that point been minuted? All right. 

Daar was nou nog ‘n hand, because I am desperate … 10 

VALERIE: Hi, I’ve got the mic… 

DAVID DE WAAL: Yes 

VALERIE: Hi. My name is Valerie and we’ve just recently bought property at Vaal 

Oewer, because it’s a beautiful area and we decided to retire there. It has now 

become a noisy dusty disgusting place from over the river. The trucks keep you 

awake at night – when there’s wind, which we are well-known for the wind – the dust, 

you can clean your house today the dust is everywhere – it is disgusting. I invite all 

these people sitting here to come and spend a week at my house and see what we 

go through. You are getting paid to do this job … to do your little homework … to do 

your spreadsheets – we cannot read, because we are not all in our 30’s like you guys 20 

are … so, it is all put there in front of us … for us to say: okay we’ll have to accept it, 

because we’ve got to stand back and accept it – you’ve been asked have you been 

to Vaal Oewer  - one or two hands went up … I wonder if they even know where it is 

– the same with Vaal Eden … oh yeah, we quickly remembered that place, which you 

clearly don’t. So, all of you – come and spend a week at the house and see what 

happens when we get August, September and October winds – that you can’t see 

where you’re going – we’ve purchased something, but we may lose, because we are 

not going to live 30 years anyway.  

So, we’ve come here to this beautiful environment that you guys are all willing to 
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destroy. That’s the point. You are willing to destroy, because you are the ones that 

hold the answers to go back as environmental specialists and say: this is the point – 

we can do this – we are earning big bucks out of this, but put your children there – 

put your grandchildren there – go and live there yourselves and then come back and 

say whether we are all fighting a good cause here or not. Thank you. 

DEAN VISAGIE: That side is the Free State area – this is Gauteng, isn’t it? So, then 

this meeting is not valid firstly, because you are mining in the Free State area and not 

Gauteng – I hope you guys know this. So, the second last point – anticipated lifespan 

of this open-cast mine … who has said it is 30 years? I want to see an open-cast 

mine lasts for 30 years … or you going to wish that the water still flows in 30 years 10 

from the Vaal River down to Alexander Bay? Who was the geologist that said there 

will still be diamonds in 30 years? I would like to know.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay, that point is noted. 

DEAN VISAGIE: …and has anyone seen open-cast mining if they left it like that? De 

Beers has left Namakwaland exactly the same – with nothing … fynbos gone – now 

how are they going to rehabilitate this area after 30 years or after 5 years, when all 

the diamonds are gone? There is not 30 years of diamonds there. 

DAVID DE WAAL: The points are noted – the questions are noted … I just want to 

get a response to 2 questions … the first one is – where is the mine … Vrystaat or 

Gauteng? 20 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Ja, it is in the Free State … I can confirm that – you are 

correct. Whether or not the meeting is valid or not – I can’t comment. Okay so, the 

next question was about the – you keep on hammering on the diamonds and we 

were saying: yes, there are sand as well - silica sand and there is also a source of 

aggregate on there or on the property – now the 30 year mine plan … to my 

understanding is the maximum that you can apply for in terms of the period. Okay, 

we… 

I was involved also with the resource calculation – the volume of the material, 

especially the sand because there is quite a large volume of sand on the property – 
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very good quality sand, might I add and in terms of economics and we are getting to 

that, because all those slides are on there. In terms of the economics and the area 

that can be mined with the mining plant that’s suggested – that’s how we got to that 

30 years, because you will see there are … and it is not an open-cast mine for 357 

hectares – it is going to be done in blocks of average size 7 or 8 hectares per year 

and I see you are not agreeing with me … so, I can only say what we’ve planned and 

that is exactly what we’ve done. If we get to that slide, I can confirm that again – it is 

not an open-cast and let me make it very clear – it is not an open-cast mine – the 

whole resource at once … it is done in phases and it’s done on very small blocks 

relatively to the resource size per year. 10 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright. Next up is that lady that side … 

RENEE HARTSLIEF: Thank you – it is Renee again … I just want to add onto the 

point about the validity of the meeting being held here and I actually addressed this 

when the meeting was held in the Free State and the attendance was very low and 

my comments to that were that: where was the meeting advertised … how do we get 

people to attend the meeting and it was legally lawfully done by an advertisement in 

The Star newspaper. Now, if we as a community are looking to uplift the people – the 

local people – we, really, are they going to read the Star newspaper and attending a 

meeting on a Wednesday – as Gavin eluded to? 

So at that time Zizo – I think you will recall – we discussed so in future, why don’t we 20 

use community radio – why don’t we make sure that the people actually receive the 

message – not that you just get your boxes ticked – yes, you did advertise it correctly 

– in the right font, but let’s actually try … let’s try and get the people. The people who 

actually should be benefitting from this mine and not being harmed by the mine. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you for that – point minuted – suggestion also noted. Okay, 

next I want that lady there with the hand up in the blue. 

NICKY: Hi, my name is Nicky and I am a property owner in Lindequesdrift – I have 

two questions. The one is that perhaps Sizwe (is it) he could confirm for us the 

validity of today’s meeting – I think that is quite important whether it is in the Free 
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State or Gauteng. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Please repeat your first question. 

NICKY: Repeat the question? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  I didn’t hear you … sorry. 

NICKY: Yeah, I would like to know – I would like to have confirmation from the 

environmental specialists as to whether or not this meeting is valid today. So the 

application is in the Free State and our meeting is in Gauteng – is that legally valid? 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay, let’s hear a response to that and we will come back to your 

second question. 

ZIZO SIWENDU: The application is in the Free State – that’s correct. However, the 10 

project will affect three provinces – most of the people who are here today I would 

assume … it is my understanding that they are from Vaal Oewer, which is in Gauteng 

and they are the ones who have raised the most comments with regards to this 

project. So, it is my understanding that this meeting is valid, because it also affects 

people in Gauteng.  

NICKY: We don’t need an understanding whether it is valid – we need to know 

whether it is. You are making assumptions.  

ZIZO SIWENDU: …and I repeat – it is my understanding – unless it is proven – 

unless I am proven wrong, it is my understanding that it is valid. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Zizo, let me respond to that. Without any doubt – this meeting is 20 

valid. 

NICKY: Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: It has to do with the impact areas – the fact that I have an 

application activity in one province and in this case where the boundary is close – 

you cannot assume that the impact stops at the geographical boundary. 

NICKY: Quite certainly doesn’t. 

DAVID DE WAAL: The impact is wider – you know, there is a meeting here that is 

valid, because of stakeholders involved – so just for that purpose … as far as I’m 

concerned – this meeting is legitimate. 
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NICKY: Then my second question is – I’m still confused about the proposed mining 

area – so, are there going to be confirmation when this whole process goes through 

to actually mine on 858 hectares or on 363 or if Mr van Wyk is just wandering around 

one day and just see something sparkling in the dust – can he just start digging holes 

there as well? I don’t understand that – we just need a concrete answer on that 

please – thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Let’s just unpack that further – Mader if you could give a little bit 

more focus on that please. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Alright – so, like I’ve mentioned before – there are 3 farms 

portions – collectively they come to the area of 858 hectares – the application area 10 

has to be done on the farm portion itself … so you can’t now just cut off a piece there 

– it is a boundary there, because of the way the property is actually demarcated. So, 

the application area is on all three properties – the resource … and that is the area 

that will be mined are just on the 363.5 hectares – that is all that can be mined if this 

application is approved, because that resource area has been demarcated and we 

are still getting to those maps – we’re not moving forward here. So, when we get to 

the maps you can see it on there. Does that clear it up? 

DAVID DE WAAL: Mader, I will decide when we move forward or not … if you 

please. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Understand. 20 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you. Alright. Madam, please continue. 

NICKY: Sorry, I have listened to what you’ve said, but I am still not quite 

understanding it then. So, if it is only going to be 363.5 hectares that you are actually 

planning on mining – why is the application for 858? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: …because that is the size of the 3 farm portions. 

NICKY:  Is it just me? I am not great at maths. Sorry – I still don’t get it. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Let me try and explain. I’ve got your hand Gavin and there is a 

hand behind you as well … yes there and there was a hand there in the middle as 

well – after her is a gentleman right at the back, then it is this gentleman, then it is 
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Gavin and then it is that person there. 

When you … because mining is on a property … you apply for the right on the 

property – on that property (sorry, these guys are disturbing me) … on that property 

there is an area that you say I will mine on that section – so the fact that they apply 

for the property is not devious – that is how it works, because the activity is on that 

property and, for example you can’t just split up an agricultural property and set it up 

in sub-sections – so they apply for that property and on that property they get a right 

to mine a very particular part that they define. So they can’t mine outside that. Have I 

got it right Mader? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Yes 10 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay, next is the gentleman there at the back … the one that is 

looking behind him … that’s the one. 

LEON VAN SCHALKWYK: Thank you Mr Chairman, it is Leon van Schalkwyk again 

… I must say that jurisdictional questions are valid in the sense that there is no police 

or magisterial jurisdiction here, but you are right to say there is jurisdiction here, 

because there are four provinces involved – Free State, Gauteng, North West and … 

I think it is only 3, sorry. The thing that I want to make clear this morning is – we were 

supposed to start early – you handed a reason, because there was a lot of people to 

enrol and to register. That delayed this meeting by 25 minutes.  

I am going to ask to recuse myself now, but I just want to reiterate one earnest point 20 

– the fact is, I’m a small man, but I am not going to leave this thing here … I think I 

must write my first letter and demands to the mining directorate, because you have to 

your greatest amazement seen that your research was inadequate – you didn’t 

realise the response that will take place by irritated and negatively affected property 

owners – so sir, that is number one that I want to be very clear on that you people 

note it – it is not against you Mr Chair and it is not against the specialists that you 

brought, but we have our specialists and we know what we are doing.  

This is going to be dragged out and it is going to cause a huge fight. I do however 

applaud you for coming here today and establishing what the needs are and also to 
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find out that your Mr van Wyk has actually come here with dirty gloves. He is not 

clean – he is not transparent and he is bringing a huge problem to this area for many 

years in the future. I want us to realise that this scoping meeting will not be right as 

well it will not be ready for any research, because you can see we are not halfway 

through the meeting – if this meeting continues on the trend that it is going, we are 

going to sit here until 6.  

That’s why I ask to recuse myself – I planned my day for 2 hours. I would like to stay 

a bit longer, but I can’t. It is imperative that you realise where is the shortfall and the 

false information that these professionals have started their investigation and 

bringing us together – as I’ve said, I applaud that, but you can see the whole of the 10 

agenda is not going to be run through today and secondly the research was not 

conducted properly and for that reason I think we cannot actually go on with this 

meeting – I am leaving now, but I’ve got lots of people that I know here that will fend 

and stand up for me. Thank you Mr Chairman. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you very much … point taken. Gavin, you’re next. 

GAVIN ABOUD: First point I would like to raise in terms of the validity of this 

meeting. I am not contesting that this meeting is invalid – what I would like to say to 

you is … why was it not held in Vaal Oewer? Why did we have to come all the way 

here, when there are ample facilities – you see, if we had this meeting in Vaal Oewer 

and we’ve got a lot of conference centres there – Heavenly Events, Candies, etcetera 20 

etcetera? At least you would give some support to this community where we live … 

yet you choose to take it 20 kilometres away from where we actually are – is this an 

effort to dilute our opposition to this meeting and cause less people to be here? That 

is the first point I would like to raise. 

Second point – you have a 30 year mine plan … put it up on the board. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Dit was te vining – say that last point again. 

GAVIN ABOUD: They have distributed a 30 year mine plan – let them put it up on the 

board and show everybody. 

DAVID DE WAAL: All right … first question – was the choice of venue a devious 
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effort to minimise participation. 

ZIZO SIWENDU: No, it wasn’t. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Why not hold it … in future maybe hold it at the Vaal Oewer as 

well. 

ZIZO SIWENDU: We will consider holding the next meetings in Vaal Oewer. 

DAVID DE WAAL: I need to give my … I need to make my astonishment that the 

consultants got a hand clap – first one for today. I’m just kidding. The second 

question regarding the … all right. Before we take that further … I would like us now 

to move on to the presentation – that is what we wanted to do – we were asked allow 

questions … good questions … valid questions – it has taken a lot of time … I’d like 10 

us to move on to the presentation … sir. We still need to respond to Gavin on this 

point. Microphone there please – please take the microphone there … thank you very 

much. 

DESMOND: My naam is Desmond en ek is van Vaal Oewer af en dankie vir die 

geleentheid wat ek kan kry – ek het nou geluister na die hele storie en ek het ‘n hele 

lang lysie gemaak, maar ek sal net twee punte uitlig. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Sekerlik 

DESMOND: Die leeftyd van ‘n myn is ongeveer so 20+ jaar – miskien een van die 

redes hoekom hulle so ‘n groot area aangevat het is as hulle klein begin en hulle 

werk werk werk, gaan julle maar net groter uitgaan. Wat ek graag wil weet is net – 20 

hoeveel mense gaan in diens geneem word, waar gaan julle hulle huisves en as die 

myn klaar uitgemyn is – wat word van daai mense … word hulle net so daar 

oorgelaat en almal wat hier sit van Vaal Oewer af, sit met ‘n probleem of watookal. 

Dan ook, die water wat julle gaan uitpomp en julle gaan julle werk doen wat julle 

moet doen – vervuil en julle gaan dit skoonmaak en watookal, maar watse waarborg 

het ons regtig wat van daai water nie weer terug kan gaan in die rivier in nie? Dankie. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright. Let me just translate. A three-legged question … the first 

one is that mines have a long lifetime – twenty years or so and the question was – 

how many and who would be employed by the mine – then associated with that … 
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where would such people live and then one day when the mines gets closed down or 

the mine closes down what would happen to those people – will they stay behind 

here and become your problem or what would the issue be? Het ek jou reg verstaan? 

DESMOND: Ag sorry dan nog net een ding – baie van ons mense trek uit om in ‘n 

skoon area te gaan bly en watookal en nou praat ons van al die stof en alles wat so 

oorgewaai word – wat van mense wat asma het en sieklike mense is en goete en 

daai stof gaan hulle affekteer – wie kan ons verantwoordelik hou op die einde van die 

dag as dit gaan erger en erger word? Dankie. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay, let me just translate that question – the question has to do 

with many of you came to this area because of the quality of life here and the 10 

environmental quality and the joy you would have and you moved away from places 

that were polluted and that is what I assume from that and now you find yourself here 

and those same things are happening here and if you have dust pollution and so forth 

it may well have health implications and who would be accountable and responsible 

for those? Het ek jou reg meneer? Right, who is going to respond to that question – I 

think that is on the other side. 

NICK GROBLER: Hi, Nick Grobler – air quality specialist appointed on the project … 

so, in terms of the dust impact, we will be assessing the operations without mitigation 

and we will be comparing the expected impact of that against the South African 

National Ambient Air Quality Standards – so remember, this is not the old days … 20 

100 year ago, when you can just do what you want – there are standards … I mean 

at least in terms of air quality – there are standards and facilities are required to 

comply with those standardsanywhere outside their property boundaries. So, it 

doesn’t apply within their property boundary … so, if those standards – due to the 

operations without mitigation measures are not met … we simply state that to them 

that if goes through to the DMR and we recommend mitigation measures … as many 

as is needed to meet those standards and that needs to then feed into the 

Environmental Management Plan, which becomes a legal document that the mine is 

held to.  
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So, we say … if they are mining without doing anything they will cause a high impact, 

which is in exceedance of these standards. In order to meet the standards we 

propose and recommend that they should implement a list of mitigation measures on 

various sources … so whether that is on the mining itself, on the haul roads, on the 

processing plant – what needs to be done to bring the air quality in line with the 

standards … and in an area like this I mean there is very little room to play with, 

because the air is already not the best. 

My apologies, the closest data we have around here, which is obviously affected by 

things like the large Acelor Mittal plant, but just remember – the cleaner your air is, 

the more it is in your interest that they do less damage. 10 

GAVIN ABOUD: We understand exactly what’s happening on the other mines – we 

know that the other mines has also put mitigation [indistinct 01:53:51] into place – 

you know those mitigation plans do not work and let me tell you something – when 

we approached them with regards to this mitigation plans for mines that is not 

working … half of the problem is the transport as they come and get the sand and 

drive away with vehicles on call – they say they can do nothing about it … so 

including your mitigation plans for dust [indistinct 01:53:12] 

NICK GROBLER: We can address that 

DAVID DE WAAL: Hokaai, hokaai … for the record, that was via the Gavin, next time 

… All right, let me just get the hands now dis nou daai dame daarso – ekskuus my oë 20 

is so sleg ek kan nie van hier af sien of dit ‘n man of ‘n vrou is nie – ek is jammer. 

ELSAMARIE GLORY: Jeewiz, thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: That is why I should say ‘person’. 

ELSAMARIE GLORY: I am Elsamarie Glory, I am also a resident of Vaal Oewer – 

I’ve got a few concerns here … well, actually a lot I mean … I’m an engineer, so I like 

facts and answers, but really we don’t get any here – the first issue that I have is also 

on the area … now I want to understand that and I still don’t understand the area that 

is going to be mined … you say 363.5 hectares area will be demarcated for phased 

open pit mining – what does that phased open pit mining means … does it mean that 
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you are going to have 363 hectares at any time mined – so can it mean that they 

move the blocks around as they don’t get enough diamonds or whatever they are 

looking for? Okay, maybe you can answer that… 

DAVID DE WAAL: Mader 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: I am respectively asking if we can move on to one of the 

maps, so that I can show it on the presentation… 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay, please put up that map 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Mpho can we just go to the one previous? Okay. So, the 

map that you are looking at there shows the applicant area and I think we have 

established now that the applicant area is the three farm portions … collectively 10 

coming to 858 hectares… 

ELSAMARIE GLORY: Which is which colour there, because I can’t see anything … 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: It is the blue demarcated area around the properties. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Is there a pointer somewhere? 

ELSAMARIE GLORY: You’ll have to point there, yes 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Okay … starting there, coming here – the Vaal River is 

the boundary on this side … all the way up, all the way down and all the way there – 

it is coming up there … there and along the S17 road – ending right there. 

ELSAMARIE GLORY: …and that is 3 farms you say? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Correct  20 

ELSAMARIE GLORY: … not just 1? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: No, it is 3 farms  

ELSAMARIE GLORY: Can you do that in an area of 3 different farms? Wouldn’t you 

need 3 permits for 3 different – do you have applications for 3 mining rights then or 

only the one … because it is 3 properties? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  I can’t answer that … Zizo, can you answer that? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Let me help there – the fact that it is 3 properties – you apply for 

a mining area … it might be 1 property or 3 or 5, that does not mean that you need a 

separate mining application for each property – the mining application [indistinct 
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01:57:41] 

ELSAMARIE GLORY: Thank you for that, but you use the word ‘think’ a lot and 

‘understanding’, but what is the facts … I mean – do you need 3 applications or not 

for the 3 different properties? I don’t get that answer. 

DAVID DE WAAL: The answer is … Mariette, you can please help me – please come 

in on that … microphone please. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: We would very much like to have the legal opinion on that 

– it is regrettable that there is no legal representative of the applicant, because my 

understanding is … if you mine in 3 different areas, it is my understanding, you need 

3 different mining rights, because we are talking here not of permits, but of rights … 10 

and 3 separate EMPR’s, because there may be different issues of the 3 different 

properties – in other words, different impacts of the 3 different properties … that is 

my understanding, but … and also water licences, but I present it with diffidence with 

modesty, because I would like to ask legal opinion from our attorneys. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Let’s do that … my understanding of what Mariëtte is saying has 

to do with the properties that are separate … they are on different locations, but let’s 

get legal opinion … 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK:  Sorry, can I just follow up with that question… 

ATTENDEE: because there are 3 farms and all 3 farms, like Mariëtte says must be 

done separately – we want to know … you guys are telling us 300 and whatever 20 

hectare – so we want to know on each and everyone – how big? What are you going 

to get out of there? Are you going to mine on all 3 at the same time? That is not 

acceptable. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay Mader, can you respond to that.. in the mining sequence? 

Hou jou punt – ek sal terugkom na jou toe, hoor. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Ja, that relates to that lady’s question. Can we quickly go 

through this slide, then we can go to the next one?  

Ya, that relates to that lady’s question so can we just quickly go through this slide then we 

go to the next one so in the slide, it shows in the yellow area where we anticipate the sand 
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deposits are and we have done the tests and they are there; the yellow areas. The green 

areas are potential aggregate resources. Aggregate meaning your G5 material used for 

building; road building and those kinds of things. So, you can see on that, they are 

distributed over various portions. The reason they looked a little bit strange is that we have 

already incorporated a lot of the specialist recommendations for excluding certain sensitive 

areas on the farm: buffer areas along the river or any wetlands above the areas where the 

ridges occur so that’s already been there. That is why there are certain weird shapes there. 

We’ve  cut it out. We also need to maintain buffer areas around transmission lines, power 

lines, roads, public roads, property boundaries and the likes. Okay, can we go to the next 

one? So, based on that slide, in fact just go to the next one.  Next slide. So, based on that 10 

information this is where the next phase comes in. So, the top left slide is a macro scale 

showing exactly that where all the mining or all the resource areas are and they have been 

divided into blocks for thirty years so we call it a Smartie box drawing. It shows per year, 

which area would be mined. Is that clear?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright okay, I am not going to allow any further questions. Legal 

represent and then it’s going to go back to you.   

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Okay. So, let’s do that. So, the top left drawing shows how the 

deposit is divided into thirty years. The top right one shows where the aggregate is going to 

be over oh sorry… sorry, sorry.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Please point with the pointer, ja.  20 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: I’m pointing. So that’s the top left one, that’s the sand resource. 

A little bit on this side and on the top side there. So, that would be mined over thirty years. 

A block represents one year and it averages around about 7 or 8 hectares per year and on 

the right-hand side is where the aggregate will be mined. Same principle; thirty year. It’s 

divided into thirty years. Some blocks are a little bit bigger because the resource aren’t that 

deep in that area so that’s… it’s about volumes. On the bottom left are three proposed sites 

for the processing plant. The processing plant is exclusively there for the sand mining. So, 

if there is any questions on that I will be happy to try and answer it as far as I can and, on 

the bottom right is what’s currently happening on the farm so there are a lot of agricultural 
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activity in this area here and in two areas there. The rest of the farm as you know is a game 

farm. There is wild game running around there and there is a resort… 

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay.  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: And there’s an existing resort right on the edge here with 

caravan park and camping facilities and some cottages.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Please continue.  

ELSAMARIE GLORY: Okay so all… if I add up all those blocks, that will give me 365 

point… 368.5 hectares?  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Yes, that’s correct. 

ELSAMARIE GLORY: Okay and then just my last concern. It’s on the environmental 10 

impact again and I also do risk assessments. That is my job. So, you have said it right; to 

make recommendation for mitigation and to go and evaluate while they are there in 

operation so we can save you some time because they are busy operating at the moment 

so you can come and have a look there to see what the impact is currently on our 

environment. If you have to wait up to that stage in this application to do your evaluation 

that means that they will have to be successful in the application before you actually 

evaluate the impact on the surrounding environment and make your mitigation 

recommendations and again, a recommendation is just what it is; recommendations and 

that’s what comes back to the trust issue that was mentioned numerous times today. 

Currently they don’t take those recommendations or any to heart. They don’t do anything to 20 

rectify the area to, to rehabilitate the area so really, we don’t trust in any recommendations 

that is going to be made there.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, I want to make a suggestion. We have to present the 

information that they have prepared. We have now officially spent two hours on questions 

and we are on slide number two or three. I am going to allow the consultants now to 

continue with their presentation and we will take it from there on. Would that be acceptable 

because you know, on the positive side what we have gotten from there is very valuable. 

There is a whole list of issues and concerns and points to consider that we would have 

either got from now or gotten to the question time so for me this time was well spent, but it 
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would be a pity for you to come all the way here and go home and not have the opportunity 

to at least – you don’t have to like it, but at least hear what their thoughts are. Is that 

acceptable? Good, let’s do that. Somebody said… oh, yes sir? Yourself and the gentleman 

behind you?  

DEAN VISAGIE: I don’t know who’s the head of geology for this project, but the most 

important thing and the most important question here is about the sludge dams and the 

water that has been used from the Vaal River; what is going to happen? Are they going to 

out that back into the Vaal River or are they going to put up sludge dams and if it’s silicon 

based, what is it? Can we maybe get those reports and see how the sludge dams will look? 

If is silicon based or not?  10 

DAVID DE WAAL: And your response to that? 

DEAN VISAGIE: The water is the most important here and I think most people will agree 

with me; water is very important in this country and if anyone here disagrees, you must 

open your eyes and your ears or leave the country because there is not enough water and I 

want to know, I think, there is two sludge dams that is being permitted, but is it silicon 

based out because that costs a fortune and or are they just going to dump the water to run 

down into the drinking water again?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Can anybody talk about that at this stage, Mader?  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: I can answer half of that question. Yes, you are correct. There 

will be settling ponds. We refer to it as settling ponds where once the sand has gone 20 

through a washed plant it will… the waste water would be going into settling ponds. I 

cannot comment on the actual engineering of that. I am not an engineer. There would also 

be provision made for what we call a pollution control dam. It sits more or less to the bottom 

of the site where the processing plant will be established so if for any reason there are a 

breach of the settlement ponds, it will go into the pollution control dam so that is a 

contingency pollution control facility. So, unfortunately in terms of the engineering that you 

are talking about, I cannot comment on it. I am not qualified for that, but I can only tell you 

about what will be there at this moment.  
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DAVID DE WAAL: I just need to refresh your memories. This is a scoping meeting. Many 

of these specialist studies has not yet been completed. So, some of the questions you ask 

have to be answered, but because that work is not yet being done it is not available; the 

responses are not yet available so remember that in I am not sure when the assessment is 

finished. At that stage all these questions need to be answered and presented to 

yourselves again for comment in a detailed fashion. I understand your frustration. I just 

wanted to explain where we are in the process.  

METING ATTENDANT: [Indistinct 2:08:38] 

DAVID DE WAAL: Please do. And then there is a gentleman that side and then after that 

we will move onto presentation.  10 

ATTENDEE: Sorry, yes. I guess we are not going to get through all the detail. We can all 

read. We don’t need someone to read it off a page for us. Here is my concern. If you look at 

this study it seems like they have caught all the problems because if you look at it, there is 

a long list of affected, affected, affected and then there is some fluffy piece at the bottom 

that says, “Oh, but don’t worry. We will mitigate all of this” miraculously from doing stuff, 

possibly, and do the best that we can and where possible and we might… so for me, you 

have the problem down apart from the fact that you’ve never been to Vaal Oewer or you 

think our area is polluted. I know it’s now polluted after the mines have started. Before that 

Vaal River had the most beautiful air. It was a beautiful place. You look into natural fauna 

and flora and no pollution etc. so my statement and I don’t even know if I need to do it a 20 

question. My statement is you’ve got all the problems and I do not understand why you 

believe that you have any solution to it because your mitigating factors is in my mind 

absolutely fluffy, absolutely nothing scientific. it’s packed by words such as where we can, 

possibly, maybe, if it is possible etc. so my plea to you is can you please come up with 

some real solutions to a spectacular problem that it seems like you at least have the 

problem down and then finally there was a comment from this lady at the back who said I 

can just on her behalf ask – you are showing all the sand and the gravel and the aggregate. 

You don’t show the diamonds. So, she was just asking for that as well, but the important 

thing is you all know of the problems. Where is the solution? Sorry, that’s my final say.  
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DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you very much. Your comment was noted. Alright there was 

somebody at the back that wanted… there were lots of hands pointing to somebody, but I 

couldn’t see where it pointed to. Now, apart from you. Alright it is now your turn and you’ll 

be the last one then we will move on. The gentleman in the front there.  

WARRIN FLORES: My name is Warrin. I am from Vredefort Dome Tourism Association. I 

would just like to refer to the first slide that you showed prior to this, the locality map. Now 

those are the areas that you referred to that are going to be mined. The green and the 

yellow. Am I correct?  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Okay sorry, just repeat the question? 

WARRIN FLORES: The green and the yellow areas; those are the areas that you said are 10 

going to be mined for sand and aggregate. Is that correct? Does that include the 

diamonds? Or are you looking at diamonds in another area? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Ya, that’s a good question and I am glad that that gentleman 

asked it. to be honest, at this stage the applicants also don’t know where the diamonds are. 

It’s… we only know in terms of,… just give me a chance. In terms of layering of the geology 

and again, I am not a geologist., I am going to explain to you what I understand. The sand 

is a deposit from an old river bed., Underneath that there is a possibility of what we call a 

gravel and within that gravel there’s a possibility of diamonds to be mined so the actual 

quantity or the actual area of the diamonds is at this stage an assumption based on a 

geological report and I am not sure if I am referring to that correct by Doctor Tanya 20 

Marshall where she indicated where possible… where diamonds would be. That possible 

diamonds correlate with where the sand deposits are at this stage.  

WARRIN FLORES: Okay. One thing is a bit concerning because once an area is disturbed 

it is always the excuse to go further because the area is already disturbed, but we can just 

page over to the next page?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Next slide please.  

WARRIN FLORES: Now, those maps look particularly on the right to the top right-hand 

side; the north-eastern quarter, north east along the river. In the previous location that is 

not designated in the mining area and now you have got that in your action plan for 
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aggregate and if you go through the next few slides, you find exactly the same. There on 

the bottom right-hand corner there is supposed to be an area that is secure and now there 

is a mining plan in for that area.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright Mader, if you could? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Are you referring to the locality made on the previous page? 

WARRIN FLORES: I’m talking to the mine plan distribution, resources distribution. You 

have got the blocks marked out according to the number of years and where you are going 

to mine and the locality map –the first one, but there’s areas that are not marked at the top 

there.  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Oh, you are referring to [cross-talking 02:13:59].  10 

WARRIN FLORES: Just north of that, alongside the river.  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: There? 

WARRIN FLORES: Correct, between the yellow and green on that same portion of that 

farm. Just mark again, back to that location. That area on that same farm in between the 

green and yellow is not designated for mining. If you go back to the next slide you will 

see… next page. No sorry, back one. There are areas marked out of planned mining. 

Sorry, as a specialist I am a bit confused.  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Understand and I may just highlight that blue that dark blue is 

the buffer zone around the Vaal River. It’s not the actual Vaal River. It’s the buffer zone, the 

dark blue. The light blue and I know it’s not extremely clear on the projector. If you have a 20 

hard copy in front of you, you can follow it there as well. So, the light blue colour is the Vaal 

River and the extremities of that so the dark blue again, is the buffer zone so according to 

that, that area is cut out. And it is there. Just to be sure. Sorry Zizo. So, I know it looks – 

maybe just give me a second here. Ya, Mpho just go back to that locality map. Ya so this 

area here that is white is actually the buffer zone. We haven’t indicated it on this locality 

map. Does that make sense? Is that clear? I’m pointing to it directly now so again, you can 

see the Vaal River is in light blue. That area is the area on the following maps that is dark 

blue, okay? I can see that is the buffer zones.  

WARRIN FLORES: Just go back to the next slide.  
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DAVID DE WAAL: Next slide please.  

WARRIN FLORES: Hang on, I just want to orientate myself there right now. Uhm, this 

portion on the same map, on the top right-hand corner going west along the Vaal River. Go 

down, go down, go to yes, those sections.  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: What’s the question about that?  

WARRIN FLORES: Sorry, I might be incorrect. I am just going to… 

MEETING ATTEDANT: [Indistinct: 2:17:00]  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: So this slide is only for the sand deposit so it doesn’t show that 

area there or there because that’s the aggregate deposit resources. This slide shows 

where the aggregate resources are so the sand deposits aren’t shown on here so just look 10 

at it as two different maps indicating the two different resources.  

WARRIN FLORES: Sorry, I’m going to have a closer look now now, thank you.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you. That brings us to the slide to the next section which is the 

presentation. Yes ma’am?  

ATTENDEE: [Indistinct 02:17:40]. 

DAVID DE WAAL: You are assuming I hear well enough. That is an incorrect assumption.  

ATTENDEE: Good day. My question to you is what allowance do we legally have as to how 

close to the Vaal River you will be able to mine either for aggregate – I see your sand is 

quite far away, but your aggregate; will you be able to… how deep is your buffer zone/ 

What is the legal requirement and how far away are you because it definitely is not very 20 

clear on the map, I’d appreciate an answer,. Thank you.  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: May I just make sure I understand correctly? You are asking 

about the buffer zones for the Vaal river. You said that sand deposit you can see is quite far 

from the Vaal River, but you are concerned about the aggregate mining?  

ATTENDEE: Correct. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Okay and you are concerned about how close it is to the river 

and if it can change or not?  
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ATTENDEE: That’s correct. I think there is a legal requirement as to how close to the river 

you may mine. I would like to know how big or how wide is your buffer zone? It ‘s not clear 

on the map. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Okay, can I pass this question onto Russell? He is the aquatic 

ecologist. Russell, are you okay?  

RUSSELL TATE: Hi guys. Yes, I am Russell. We’re doing a riparian delineation so what 

that means is we are going and we are looking essentialy at how far the active channel 

extends. As you all know, the Vaal Oewer is actually quite narrow, but essentially, we’ve 

delineated the riparian zone or we are going to confirm that delineation and we are 

providing 100-meter buffer on top of the extent of that riparian zone. On top of that we are 10 

doing floodline delineations as well and typically it’s the one in one hundred-year floodline 

that will be used where we provide the buffer from, so essentially the edge of that one in 

one hundred floodline. We provide 100 meter from that and depending on the size of the 

riparian zone and the floodline; whichever is greatest from the river; that’s the one that is 

used. So essentially upward of 100 meters away from the river system.  

ATTENDEE: Thank you very much. Yes, it will be close. 100 meters is how far? It’s very 

close. It’s double… ya double the length of this and we could have the mining on our 

doorstep and that as I understand it, would entail that you would have excavation 

equipment you would have trucks loading. You would then have that washing plant and we 

would have noise so it is not very far from where we live. I’d like… I know you are 20 

undertaking 100-year floodline and looking at the riparian, aquatic and animal life in it, but I 

do believe that is very close. Thank you. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: May I add something?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Yes, please do.  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: And it’s been mentioned numerous times that we are still on a 

scoping level phase. Scoping level phase are not as detailed as the next phase. The 

information that we got from the specialist we have already incorporated into the resource 

distribution area. I am sure you can see that I have gone through that now. If for some 
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reason the next phase the buffer zone increases, that will affect this mine plan as well. So, I 

just want to be clear on that. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright guys. Sorry, I have said two hands a long time ago. We are 

seven hands already. We have to move on. We have lost two thirds of the crowd. Gavin, I 

am not going to allow you now. I will allow again during during the Question time. Please 

continue with the representation on what is the next one on the Agenda?  

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Okay so this is a sequence of slides just showing more or less a 

five-year period of what areas will be mined. So that is to clear up your concern that the 

whole area won’t be mined at once; the whole 356 hectares. So, it is for your information to 

show per five years, what areas will be opened and what areas will then be subsequently 10 

rehabilitated as we carry on. Ya, that’s the next slide, Mpho. Ya, it starts off on the top right 

and those are essentially the areas that will be mined for the sand on this side. There is a 

little deposit of sand on that side and some aggregate in this side. The bottom left is for 

year 3-5. Again, it shows just portions that will be mined on this side and that side and I can 

elaborate on this, but it’s all in that slide so if you want to, please ask questions. It is really 

just sequence of how things will progress over 30 years. This is year 6-10 and the next 

slide year 11-15, 16-20, 21-25 and the last phase, year 26-30.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you for that. Alright now we are officially going to Feedback on 

the Scoping Phase. Who is presenting first? I’d like to because it’s the Scoping Phase. I 

don’t want to go through all the details. Please give us your core findings.  20 

ZIZO SIWENDU: Core findings?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Yes.  

ZIZO SIWENDU: Alright. I would like to reiterate that the scoping phase was mainly 

desktop work and that detailed studies will follow during the EIA phase. So the Scoping 

Phase provided the baseline information going forward and this is very important because it 

provides a point of reference for assessing impacts in the future. So, we are basically 

reporting on the status quo at the moment: in the present moment. I guess we can get 

started. Yes? 

ATTENDEE: [Indistinct 02:24:31]. 
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ZIZO SIWENDU: It is desktop studies.     

ATTENDEE: [Indistinct 02:24:35].  

ZIZO SIWENDU: Alright, it is basically based on literature review, mainly on literature 

review, but there are some specialists who went to site to do surveys; preliminary surveys.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, Zizo. Hit it.  

ZIZO SIWENDU: I’ll try and keep it short. As you all know the application area is located in 

ward 7 of the Ngwathe Local Municipality which is in the Free State Province and according 

to the latest Integrated Development Plan for the municipality; sand, aggregate and alluvial 

diamond mining is allowed in the region, okay? The specialist identified positive and 

negative impacts with regards to the social impacts study and they recommended 10 

mitigation measures to minimise the negative impacts and maximise the positive impacts. 

Now, I’m not going to go into detail because you can all read. Yes?  

GAVIN ABOUD: You said positive impacts? 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Such as creation of employment is a positive impact. 

GAVIN ABOUD: What now? I don’t understand. Explain to me where do you see positive 

impact or impact being positive for employment? 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Well, creation of employment is a positive impact. I don’t understand the 

question.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Let me comment. Excuse me, order please. Gavin, sorry you are out of 

order. No, no, no you are out of… I will give you a chance. I am sorry, you are out of order. 20 

Let her finish.     

GAVIN ABOUD: I want to put that point because that is wrong.    

DAVID DE WAAL: No listen. Whoa Whoa Whoa. I never said you can’t make the point. I 

just said let her finish, then you make your point. Gavin, excuse me. We agreed that she 

could speak until she is finished. We agreed not to interrupt. 

GAVIN ABOUD: But don’t’ change the slide until I’ve got clarification.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Look next to you. She raises her hand because it’s an opportunity to. 

Standing up and shouting is outside our rules, Gavin. I am sorry.  

GAVIN ABOUD: You gave me permission. 
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DAVID DE WAAL: In fact, I did. You are right.  

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: May we be allowed, after your presentation because I have a 

number of issues on sense of place, on the best practicable environmental option, on the 

cost benefit analysis regarding this as well as on the bio-diversity and the wetlands, the 

aquatic bio-diversity. May we be allowed please at the end of the entire… please, thank 

you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Yes. Alright, yes Gavin. I did give you a chance. You are right. I just 

didn’t expect you to take so much of my shoulder. The microphone in front of you.   

GAVIN ABOUD:  We’ve done an assessment of a number of employment opportunities 

that would be lost if this goes ahead. We have resorts, we have people working for us; 10 

everybody that will be relieved of their duties. The impact and you need to understand of 

your mine is not of positive impact for employment. It’s a negative impact. Understand that, 

please.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Gavin, the issues or the figures or the jobs that you believe might be 

lost. Have you provided that to them as input? You must please do that. Remember, there’s 

a responsibility on both parties. The public needs to participate and this is in the regulations 

in a constructive manner. If you have information that you believe will influence the 

assessment, like what you have specifically said, Gavin. You need to forward that as part of 

the assessment and it works vice versa as well. So please, if you have things like that. 

Anybody, if there are things that concern you, even if you think about them later after this 20 

meeting please provide them to the consultants. Yes Sir? 

ATTENDEE: There is just one problem that I’ve got with all of this and believe me, 

everybody that comes out of corporate knows exactly how that gets done. You know, it’s 

desktop work and it’s very you know, it’s not factual and I can understand all of that. So, 

let’s talk facts, right. You have mined up to now. There is the accountant, Give us figures of 

what you have according to the relative acts, what have you provided in a trust fund to 

date, for rehabilitation? Give us figures on how you have applied those rehabilitation 

provisions that you have made already because the act says you are required to do 

concurrent and ongoing rehab. What have you done to date to try and stop air pollution and 
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stuff like that, to date? Nothing. There is no figures of what you have done to date, but you 

have got fantastic little pictures and everything of how you anticipate you are going to do 

the rehabilitation. You have got numerous areas that you are going to affect in those farms, 

but I fail to understand the little picture that you drew of your rehabilitation or your proposed 

rehab so if you can give us figures because you should have it, you are the accountant of 

what have you got, what have you spent, how have you applied those funds to date, when 

are you going to do it and are you complying with the law that gentleman has also eluded to 

which I hope you are talking about the national Environmental Management Act. So, please 

give us facts because you know, you can give all these things on paper, but you haven’t 

started with a fundamental what’s the word – your…  10 

DAVID DE WAAL: Basics? 

ATTENDEE: Well, but you are supposed to have done where you mined up to now, you 

have done nothing so a gentleman spoke about trust. How are we to trust you if you 

haven’t even done the rehab on the area that you have affected to date?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, thank you for that. That point is noted. We did discuss that issue 

in quite some detail a while ago. Alright, Zizo please continue and after you have finished, I 

would like to give someone a chance to respond to that.  

ZIZO SIWENDU: So visual receptors identified within a 5-kilometre radius of the application 

area considered residential areas and in particular, those located along the Vaal River, 

farm houses as well as main roads within the area and with particular reference to the N1 20 

highway. So, the impacts that were identified were an altered sense of place due to the 

clearance of vegetation for the mining activities. This will obviously expose the project to  

sensitive receptors and especially those who are located on elevated areas surrounding the 

project and secondly, dust to be regenerated by the mining activities. Mitigation measures 

were recommended by the specialist and it is all detailed in the scoping report and in the 

presentation before you.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Mariette?  

GAVIN ABOUD: I saw a reply that you sent to someone that sent you a mail where you 

reporting on this and you said to that person and you were quite clear, “Don’t worry, when 
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this mine starts the impact of this mine will create such a demand for housing the value of 

your houses is going to go up.” Is that correct? First of all, am I correct in saying that?  

ZIZO SIWENDU : You are correct and it’s based on an economic specialist report.  

GAVIN DE WAAL: So, you, an economic specialist. 

GAVIN ABOUD: No, you guys. I’ve had enough now. This meeting is going in one way. 

Please I am trying to make a point. You’ve got to let me make this point.  

DAVID DE WAAL: I just want to give everybody a fair chance. I don’t want people to 

interupt one another [Indistinct 02:33:57].    

GAVIN ABOUD: So, our houses going to increase in value.   

ZIZO SIWENDU: I am not an economic specialist. We have appointed one with the right 10 

credentials and he compiled the report. Unfortunately, he is not here. He is based in Cape 

Town. He could not attend this meeting. However, he will attend the EIA phase. He will 

attend that meeting for the EIA phase.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, Mariette, your turn.  

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: I ask that you please continue with the presentation 

DAVID DE WAAL: The whole presentation? okay. Please continue, Zizo.  

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: And if I may just be allowed at the end of the presentation to 

raise my issues. I’ll be patient, but at the end of the…  

DAVID DE WAAL: We’ll do that. Okay, there’s a hand next door; two hands.  

ABRIE HANEKOM: Ek kan dalk terug kom op haar antwoord en goed. Ek het my plek 20 

geevalueer met 4 ouens. My plek se waarde het van 12 miljoen na 6 geval. So, ek weet nie 

waar kom die ‘grow’ in nie, maar ek sit met die bewyse van 4 verskillende plekke om my 

plek te evalueer. My plek het my 6 miljoen geval as gevolg van die myne en goed. Die 

ander vraag wat ek het as gevolg van die 19 na 6. As die verskyens is ‘n koppie of ‘n halwe 

diamant wat julle hier besig is om te doen. Sky Sands het elke 6 maande al die mense in 

die omgewing, plus die mense wat vir hom werk waardeer dokters geondersoek word vir 

[Indistinct 02:35:30] aan kerels. [Indistinct 02:35:31] saak is ‘n baie gevaarlike saak. Wie 

gaan daai kostes betaal en wie gaan hierdie twee duisend mense wat ons almal het elke 6 

maande laat toets? Gaan die myne dit doen? Hoe gaan hulle maak want hulle noem dit nie 
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vir ons nie, maar ons moet ondersoek word. Sky Sands doen dit. Dit is wet. Ons wil weet 

hoe doen julle dit. Dankie. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, would you like to respond to that? Would you like to respond to 

that? Sorry, I caught you with something in your mouth.  

MICHAEL COCKS: Okay, your comment is noted regarding the… and we will make sure 

that the relevant consultants look into your comment and make sure that it is responded to.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Let me respond to that as well. There is ample legislation and court 

cases about that case that if you do have an impact you are accountable for that impact 

just, I can’t say they do in this case, but as a general principle what is happening with Sky 

Sands is reasonable practice and that is enforceable by law. The gentleman in the back 10 

there?   

STEWART: This is Stewart. Thank you. I have noticed the room has emptied substantially 

and it is going to continue. I think we need to cut to the chase here. The fact of the matter is 

you are going to have selective sand. People are going to die.  You guys can produce 

these wonderful reports around mitigation strategies. Let’s hope you don’t you know get 

affected by that yourselves. So, there is a morality issue here that I am concerned about, 

but not withstanding the property values. I think there can be an evaluation done. I believe 

the converse of the anecdotal reference to growth in housing so we should rather stick to 

the facts than respond anecdotally to people so maybe I will invite you not to do that, but 

the silica is a problem. The river, the Vaal which is the life blood of this country, Gauteng’s 20 

economy. Guess what? Water doesn’t flow uphill. It flows downhill. So, it is going to 

gravitate to the deepest point. Your 100 meters may not be sufficient and you can’t even 

guarantee that that is not going to happen. You may mitigate in your reports and all of that, 

but can you honestly and morally say that this is the right thing to be doing or is it just it’s a 

way of earning income, I appreciate that, you are consultants and this gentleman also 

makes lots of money. He has got so many immoral things happening in this country. We 

can’t continue on this line and I think that’s the heart of the problem. We talk and we… I 

heard there were… there might even be promises of employment to people to get those 

people on board. Guess what? Those people are never going to be tested. They may not 
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even survive. They are going to die of cancer and they won’t have any recourse. So, I think 

the fact as a resident, I object strongly to the mine. Your future activities and even your 

current and we can meet here and we are going to go through this process and we are 

going to continue objecting. I just can’t spend my whole day here listening to the stuff when 

it is fundamentally flawed from the onset.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, we note your view point. Zizo, please continue. Zizo, please 

continue.  

RENEE HARTSLIEF: Hi. Renee again. I also can’t stay here all day and one of the most 

burning issues that I have is to do with the road. I think that is the last page and the only 

information I can look forward to there is that a visual investigation of the relevant section of 10 

the S171 was conducted it was noted that the road surface is in poor condition with multiple 

potholes and is possibly deteriorating. At the previous meeting I supplied I have since 

subsequently supplied the…Shango with a full report on the exact state of that road which 

has been virtually demolished and I would like that report to be incorporated into any further 

scoping reports. Right upfront, not as an add-on. This is one of the major factors of why this 

cannot work. We have three mines that are working on a road that has been zoned as a 

scenic tourism route by Ngwathe in their IDP and it has never been designed for industrial 

use, it is a secondary road and it is falling to pieces and it isn’t safe. Thank you and excuse 

me. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you. The point is noted. I just want to point out something. I am 20 

being klapped now left, right and centre which is okay for the meeting taking long and 

wasting time and so forth. Remember the procedure that we followed was one that was 

formally nominated by you and accepted by you. So, please have patience with us. I am 

trying to accommodate everybody’s needs and I said that I would give everybody a chance 

to speak and I have done that, so far and if it takes longer I apologise for that, but we are 

doing the best we can. I am going to ask for a change in the agenda and a change in the 

process. This is a scoping phase. The conclusions and the recommendations that are 

made are really very preliminary. They are all based on studies still to be done. We have 

spent a lot of time now debating the mitigations and so forth which in all fairness may well 
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change. I am going to ask each one of the specialists… I want to give you 2 or 3 minutes. 

Tell us what were your – in the work you have done ‘til now – what were your core 

findings? What did you find? Then after that I will open up for a proper discussion. Will that 

be acceptable? Thank you. Alright, who is going to be first? You just volunteered.   

NICK GROBLER: Nick Grobler again. Air Quality and Noise Specialist. So I think we will 

start with the air quality. So far in terms of the air quality study we have not done much in 

terms of determining impacts. We’ve identified sensitive receptors as you will see on the 

map there. We have had a look at what the meteorology in the area looks like. It looks like 

what the predominant wind directions are, things like that and then based on that we 

identified some preliminary mitigation measures and also something that is not included in 10 

the presentation here is that we did just a 24-hour dust sample and I believe it was at the 

Goosebay Canyon cabins which is to the east of the study area. What we found there is 

that the dust loading ranges from really not too bad to horrible. That was just in a span of 

24 hours. It all depends on how the wind is blowing and things like that. So, we have 

identified other sources that contribute to the ambient air quality in the area mostly 

industrial sources from the Vaal triangle, biomass burning and things like veld fires, wild 

fires, wind erosion from open areas and then going forward we will include that in our 

impact assessment as we quantify all the sources from the mine and that includes not only 

the mining operations, but the processing operations as well. The drier and the drier will 

need to comply with minimum emmision standards because it is a listed activity in terms of 20 

the National Environment Management: Air Quality Act so the drier will need to comply with 

strict emission limits that are set for it. Then based on our findings of that we will propose 

mitigation measures and give our recommendation whether or not the project should go 

ahead based on ambient air quality impacts. Do we take questions now or do we do it 

after? 

DAVID DE WAAL: No, no we are going to keep the questions for when it comes to 

question time. I just want to spend a 10 or 15 minute gaining an understanding of what your 

core findings were and then we can discuss.  
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NICK GROBLER: It’s me again. Also doing the noise impact assessment and I know this is 

a sore point and for a mine so close to a house, it is usually the one that gives it a fatal 

flaw. So, what we have done is we’ve done ambient sampling around the mine; around the 

area at 5 points and you can see the points there in blue. They are not very clear. There is 

one to the south of the river from Vaal River from Vaal Oewer, then there is one at Vaal 

Eden which we previously asked, have we been there and I didn’t remember I had been, 

but I remember the dog barking there very specifically now. Another one to the south-west 

at I believe what is across the river from Lindequesdrift then one at just something… a point 

to the north-east there in the middle of nowhere. That is just to get a sense that if there is 

no dogs barking, no vehicles driving passed on the road what the ambient noise levels are 10 

like and then we also did one there to the south-east of the entrance and what we found in 

the next slide please, Mpho. What we found from the baseline noise measurement was that 

the noise levels in the area, the current noise levels are similar or they are typical of rural 

areas in South Africa and now what this means for you and for the mine is that anything 

that adds noise on top of that will have a much higher impact than it would have if for 

example it was in a noisy area so from the community’s perspective it’s good news 

because noise sources will have to be mitigated very severely in order to not cause a 

disturbance and you will see there it is noted that in two of the points the noise levels are 

more typical of urban areas at night and that’s just because of a higher prevalence of 

insects in the area, I mean you all live there. You know that it can get noisy at night it’s not 20 

that type of quiet that you will get in the desert or something. It is noisy, but it’s natural 

noise. So, going forward what we are doing we are quantifying all noise sources from the 

mine; that includes the mining operations, the hauling operations, the process plant, the 

delivery of product. We are modelling that to see how far the impact extend and how that 

can be mitigated and then making recommendations for the Environmental Management 

Plan as to how the mitigation can be implemented or should be implemented to just curb 

the noise generationa little bit. One question there.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Excuse me, excuse me, excuse me. I am the chair and I decide to take 

the questions. Can you please keep it ’til question time? I just want to get the big picture 
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and Mariette is going to be first and you’ll be second. Does that work for you? Alright, 

sorry?  

ATTENDEE: [Indistinct: 02:48:05] 

NICK GROBLER: Measuring? So, at two of the locations… I can’t exactly remember the 

day levels, but at night, that’s really the important thing is that at night it’s at 35 decibels at 

two locations and I think the other three locations were closer to 45 and then during the day 

all of the locations were between 50 and 55 if I remember correctly so it’s quiet. It’s not a 

noisy area to start with.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Russell, Hit it 

RUSSELL TATE: Yes, I am Russell. I did the Riverine study as you guys know. Essentially, 10 

we’ve gone out on a scoping level to have a look. We went out just as the sewage was 

coming from Sibokeng. The river as absolutely decimated up to the – or not decimated. 

That’s actually the wrong word. The river is in a very poor state; poor ecological state all the 

way up until Vaal Oewer. We never looked further downstream of the actual weir structure. 

We will look down further than that in the coming months. I think that was one of the 

comments we had received so far. Essentially, that is one of the predominant findings of 

our riverine study and you guys know we’re also delineating the riparian zone and will be 

providing high level buffer requirements to the project team. We have already provided 

some of these scoping level elements to the project team and they have incorporated that 

into their research development; what is actually available without all the buffers being 20 

implemented. Essentially, I have just gone over that. The river is not in a good state, as you 

guys know. We have actually instituted a monitoring programme thereafter in our personal 

capacities. In any case, that is beside the point. With regards to surface water quality we 

are also looking at that. We will be looking at all parameters specifically relating to any 

mining activities so we will be able to pick up any surface water issues that we have there. 

Our teams also identified wetlands in the area which we have identified on a desktop level 

and have provided to the client and they have subsequently applied buffers onto that and 

removed that from their resource which they have already applied so that’s great for us. 

What else have we done there? I think that’s essentially about it for us. What we are doing 
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thereafter is we are going to be doing surface water management plan to eventually 

manage the surface water that it doesn’t get contaminated, that no contaminated water 

gets into the Vaal River system. That is the overall aim. Another thing that we are going to 

be doing is a water balance just to make sure that we’ve got the… all the correct volumes 

in place, that there is no discharge for unnecessary extraction from the river or any wastage 

of water. I think our visual guys have also gone out and had… our visual specialist, excuse 

me has gone out and has surveyed some areas. It’s still in the scoping phase so more 

detailed assessments will be done and I think that that is about it from our side. From a 

river and wetland perspective, essentially nothing that we overly concerned about in that 

sense.  10 

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, Mr. Adams I believe you are next.  

MICHAEL ADAMS: Thank you. It’s Michael Adams from The Biodiversity Company so and 

just to give you an overview of what our team or who our team consists of. It’s I, myself and 

I specialise in herpatology and reptiles and amphibians. We’ve got an avifaunal specialist 

and a botanist that’s all working on this same project. We have finished the scoping phase, 

obviously. We have actually been to site already, but again, that was a preliminary phase. 

We have done some trapping and surveying of the area. Obviously, that was actually done 

closer to the winter months, which is not the most ideal time to survey. A lot of the flowering 

plants are obviously not flowering in grasses. So we are obviously planning to go and do 

much more extensive further surveys. I think starting next week already and just to give you 20 

an overview of our portion of the project and we… there are guidelines in place from NEMA 

in terms of how we approach the study. There are two comments on how we do it and I can 

leave out things or not leave out things as I see fit, but that’s not actually the case. There 

are guidelines. If I put a report together and it doesn’t meet the guidelines from NEMA, the 

regulating authority will come back to me and say why didn’t I do X, Y and Z and go back 

out there and do it more thoroughly so the process isn’t perfect, but there are some sort of 

back-ups in place so just to give you an overview of what we do, do and how we get to the 

conclusions of what we get to. We go through that process of looking at any sensitive 

habitats so like wetlands, ridges, important breeding grounds for known species of 
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conservation concern. So this is going to be any endangered species and we often think of 

large endangered species, but we think a lot of small mammals, rodents, reptiles, 

amphibians, plants and they can all trigger the different environmental authorisations and 

different buffers, depending on the province and depending on the national legislation. So, 

essentially what we do is we go through a whole process per order. So ,myself maybe 

looking at reptiles and amphibians. There is not that many threatened amphibians in the 

region. Bullfrogs do come up, but unfortunately, they have been de-listed so bullfrogs aren’t 

actually a threatened species at the moment. We have left it in the report just as a point of 

interest, but that’s just something to note. In terms of birds, we had about 317 bird species 

that are expected to occur in the area and where we get these lists from, we get them from 10 

various sources but they have all been quite cross referenced and scientifically backed up. 

We look at all the bird species, obviously, but we are trying to focus on what there might be 

that is expected. We don’t have to necessarily get that species. We can come to a locality 

like this we see there is suitable habitat for a species that we know there is suitable food 

resources, nesting resources, we are allowed to have an opinion on that even if we don’t 

see the species there directly and just a point on that. We are open to receiving records 

from you guys. I think someone mentioned earlier about communication. We’d love to hear 

any records you have for mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians or whatever it is. Ideally a 

photo and a GPS location, but even just a record from you that will add to our species list. 

Ya, so in terms of mammals, there are about 78 species we expect to occur in your area. 20 

About 11 of those are endangered species so these are things like [Indistinct 02:55:20] 

which you guys might have seen down to things like some of the things like little [Indistinct 

02:55:28] and other cape clawless otter. We know those occur on the river. We didn’t get 

any during our first survey, but we have unfortunately seen some dead ones as a result of 

the sewage spill and then importantly, that was the specific things we looked at around the 

individual species, but on a broader scale, governmentally or per province there are 

different data available to us and spatia data that the department may or may not have, but 

the Free State’s environmental department has mapped their entire province in terms of 

environmentally sensitive areas. So, we call that a Critical Biodiversity Area. So Mpho, 
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please go to the next map. So, that small map in the middle on the right and I would urge 

you to just have a look at that map and your printed reports a bit larger and it’s… I know the 

shapes are quite strange in a hexagonal pattern, but I will just try and explain it to you. So, 

essentially the Free State government went and looked at the entire province and they took 

all these other sensitivities that we are talking about; wetlands, ridges, whatever else it may 

be and they lay it on top of another to get to the core areas which they consider are very 

important environmentally for the province and those are Critical Biodiversity Areas so it’s 

actually come out orange there, but that big orange circle in the middle and the ones on the 

right and in the north. Those are Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) and generally this is up 

to interpretation from the environmental authorities, but generally those areas are 10 

incompatible with mining so that’s a sort of quite a big red flag from the environmental side 

and around it you see a lot of that purple area. These are Ecological Support Areas so 

these areas might not be in an entirely natural state, but they either working as corridors to 

allow animals to move through wild animals or they are acting as a support resource for 

that critical biodiversity area so they are a little bit of a buffer around those CBA areas. So, 

that’s quite an important map just to be aware of. Part of our surveys and this is done 

unfortunately also at a desktop level by the provincial government and part of our surveys 

to go out and see is that CBA functioning. Is there a wetland there? Is it in good condition? 

Are there species of conservation concern still there? Sometimes they do go to sites and it 

says on the map; on the desktop that it’s a critical biodiversity area and you get there and it 20 

has been completely mined away and we can no longer say that it’s a critical biodiversity 

area. In this case I would say that these areas are still functioning fairly ecologically well 

and that some of these areas do sort of do fit the bill as Critical Biodiversity Areas. Then 

just again on a high level, the national government has also looked at the whole or all the 

ecosystems ion South Africa and also ranked them in terms of how endangered through 

the national biodiversity assessment and there is two different indicators to those 

ecosystems and the one is the ecosystem’s threat status and just very quickly, this 

ecosystem that you guys are found is a very broad scale delineation, but the general area 

where you are all living and the project area is listed as a vulnerable ecosystem so it is 
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partially threatened and then I think the last thing I want to mention is the ridges. Someone 

did mention it earlier. This process is going the way it is supposed to go and then a lot of 

our other clients don’t actually get a scoping phase, but it’s quite a nice thing just to be able 

to raise these flags now and obviously after the survey we will have another opportunity to 

comment as well, but one of the first things that I saw going to the site is obviously a few 

quite intact looking ridges across the property. You guys living in the Vaal Oewer side, 

obviously you are also living on one of those amazing ridges. In Gauteng those ridges are 

protected and if there is any development to be done on ridges like that there is a 200-

meter buffer around ridges like that in Gauteng from now and it’s a very sensitive issue in 

Gauteng. Unfortunately, in the Free State there is no such legislation so we can’t enforce a 10 

buffer like that, but from our biodiversity perspective, if we go to site and we see there’s a 

natural ridge there and we are allowed to suggest buffers around sensitive natural areas 

even if you haven’t exactly found very sensitive species and that’s exactly what we did in 

this case. The original mine plan was to mine a little bit more into those ridge areas, but 

they have taken that original buffer into account and that might change. It might get bigger 

or smaller after our further surveys, but that is just something to be aware of. I think that’s 

enough.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you very much. Stephan, I suspect you are next? 

STEPHAN MEYER: Yes, thank you. I’m Stephan Meyer from Noa Agencies. We were 

appointed to conduct a hydrogeological specialist study and the waste classification. Just to 20 

give you guys a broad scope of what the study entails is we are there to define the impact 

or potential impacts on the quality and the quantity of the ground water. So, the baseline 

study, the scope of work is we go out in the field and we record our… we do a hydrocensus 

to record a baseline so what is the current status of the ground water in the area with 

regards to quantity and a good measurement of quantity is the ground water levels in the 

area and the quality. We take a couple of samples and we send that to an accredited lab 

for a full spectrum analysis of what the quality is currently and then based on the proposed 

activities of the client we assess what is the potential impacts on the quality and quantity so 

kindly as part of the scope of this project we’ve completed a hydrocensus. There is a map 
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on the presentation where we sampled borehole. It was about 20 sites  in and around the 

proposed project area. We took about 11 samples that we submitted to a lab; two upstream 

and downstream in the river and a couple of ground water samples. We do see from the 

samples that the ground water or the surface water in the Vaal River is contaminated. 

There’s two parameters ecoli and calcium which is elevated and also the boreholes closest 

to the river. However, the balls; the quality and the quantity on the project area is of good 

nature so that means that it’s unaffected even by the current sand mining that is currently 

being conducted. So, the groundwater levels vary between 2.5 and 7 meters on the site 

itself. Closer to the road in the south we are going down to about 15/20 meters and then 

there is a couple of other water levels 10 meters below the surface outside of the project 10 

area. In terms of quality I touched on and then the next phase of the study would be to take 

the proposed activities, the mining plan to what depth are they mining, what progression of 

mining are they going to implement that planned 30-year life of mine and that’s the scope. 

We are putting into a model and we assess what is the potential impact on the nature. Now, 

every model is wrong. I can tell you that. We are using the model as a decision- making 

process to assist in environmental management and propose mitigation measures. So, a lot 

of the information that we put in the model is the information that we measured in the field. 

We calibrate the model to an acceptable fit and according to international standards and 

then that is used to run these simulations and that is also used to simulate the mitigation 

measures whether it is affective or not and the proposed impacts and then the quality is 20 

also assessed whether there is any point sources for pollution, whether it might be the 

pollution control dams, the processes involved and we did a waste classification. We are 

busy with a waste classification and that is where took 5 bulk samples off the proposed 

material that is being mined across the site. We sent that for a chemical leads assessment 

and that process took about 10 weeks. We got the results back last week. This week/past 

week so now we are busy with the waste classification according to the standards that will 

be in the final EIA as well and then water supply is also a key challenge in this project. The 

client holds current water extraction permits and license from the Vaal River which was 

acquired with the property. However, that is for agricultural purposes so the water supply is 
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a issue that we need to address with regards to the water balance that we referred to 

earlier which is to find where is the water going to come from that is going to supply the 

mine. That’s part of the study and part of the impacts that is going to be assessed in the 

future weeks that is coming and what’s the impact of the proposed water extraction on the 

current environment. Also, one thing to note is there’s two acquifers in the area. I am going 

into scientific language now, but I believe that you do know acquifers is actually the geology 

that holds the water. Obviously, we’ve got a sand acquifer on top and that’s for mining so 

there is a perched water table on top and that’s what the shallow water levels are for. That 

water runs in that perched acquifer in that sand aquifer so we do foresee that while they are 

mining there might be water that runs into these excavations. Now, according to the acts 10 

that water needs to be separated and licensed and that’s going to be part of the integrated 

water usa license application and the volumes as well and the client has to adhere to 

NEMA regulations with regards to dirty contact or non-contact water streams and separate 

these two and all those needs to be identified, quantified and assessed and that’s going to 

be part of the outcome of this specialist study going forward. Okay, we will do questions at 

the end. Thank you.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Right, Pamela, you are next I suspect?   

PAMELA SIDAMBE: Afternoon. I’m Pamela from Umsizi Sustainable Solutions. We were 

contracted to conduct the social impact assessment of the project and our findings at this 

stage were based on the IDP, the manual’s plan, social and labour plan as prescribed by 20 

the mining charter and what we have found so far is that there will be employment 

opportunities that will be created by the mine. Taking into cognisance that mining is a 

specialised skill, but still there are certain people that are required that are not skilled. 

Therefore, there will be opportunities for those people and also there will be skills 

development as the mining charter requires any mine to implement a skills development in 

an area that they will be operating from and looking at the mine works programme to see 

what the mine has put down is what they will be doing in the area, it then from that we can 

deduce that there will be certain skills that will be developed in the area based on the 

population, distribution in the area and the type of skills that people possess and also, there 
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are certain negative impacts that the mine is going to bring to the area. Items like noise, 

dust, safety and security issues and also in terms of the road size, there is going to be an 

impact on the people from this area sharing the road that is small with big trucks, heavy 

trucks, but there are certain mitigation plans that we have suggested at this stage that the 

mine can implement. However, when we come back for the EIA phase, consulting with the 

people who will then enhance the scoping phase report to put down the mitigation plans 

that the mine must implement to make sure that the residents are not heavily negatively 

affected by the mine. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Who is next, Russell, do you want to ad anything? Was visual 

addressed? 10 

RUSSELL TATE: Ya, I was dealing with quite a lot there so I want to really quickly… I 

didn’t know that we are going to go so long into this. Essentially yes, visual was addressed. 

We are doping a visual impact assessment. We are waiting many, many measurements to 

see exactly how it will be affected. We will be running a model. It’s essentially a very high 

level computerised model to see exactly who will be able to see what and this will be based 

on the final infrastructure designs so this is things like how high will certain poles be and 

what not and we will be able to say exactly if you stand here you will see that part of the 

infrastructure so these things are being conducted in this as part of this application so I 

hope that touches on that. If you feel that I need to go into more detail about the rivers and 

what not I am more than willing to chat with you guys. Thank you.  20 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: Thank you very much for your patience and I am going to run 

through this quickly and if there are any questions. I am happy to answer it. So, we have 

spoken about rehabilitation and I think we just need to come to agreements on what we 

agree on, what is the definition of rehabilitation because I know there are some people that 

think that rehabilitation is to restore the landscape the way it previously was and, in some 

instances, apart from mining it is possible, but when you do mining it’s virtually impossible. 

You understand that some material will be extracted so there will be a topographical 

change in the landscape. To fill it up with a material that you got from off site and get it back 

to a level site is impossible or you are going to impact it on another site. So the term 
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rehabilitation is not to restore it to its’ original state. The term rehabilitation to my definition 

is to adhere to a pre-determined land use. In other words, and we have discussed it that 

there is an Eco-Estate planned for this site. It has actually been approved. I am not sure 

about the date. It has been in 2011. So that was one of the main purposes of this farm 

bought by the applicant or the owner of it so, that’s’ where we are moving towards so the 

mining – yes, there is mining resource there and it is going to be extracted if the application 

is successful. My job is to make sure that the rehabilitation happens within that 

rehabilitation definition. To adhere to the pre-determined land use or land function. So, 

we’ve discussed that there is an Eco-state and now with an Eco-state there are also 

different functions. Obviously, there are different habitats. We can’t have an Eco-state if 10 

there aren’t any ecological functioning happening there. So, we need to make sure that the 

ecological functioning of the areas that are disturbed are working properly and there’s a 

vision set forward that because as you mine you will obviously leave a depression in the 

ground. There is a vision that that depression would be converted into a reconstructed 

wetland or a watersource of some sort. Those are really detailed planning levels where we 

are still getting to. The rehabilitation plan forms part of the following phase; the EIA phase 

so at this stage it is not in the documentation so I can only speak about that. So that is just 

a drawing showing the actual progression of the mine so you would have your existing 

situation which is grassland situation, grassland with a few trees and this is now specifically 

where the sand is mined and obviously it will be mined and as you finish mining, 20 

progressive rehabilitation will occur on this side which means that there will be a shaping of 

the landscape to a stable topography. The topsoil that has been stripped prior to the mining 

will then be put back into that place and there would be a re-seeding or a re-planting to get 

the vegetation going again and to minimise certain impacts like we have mentioned the 

dust and erosion and so forth. So, we would like to see that in the end. A watercourse or a 

dam of some sort with a proper vegetation stabilising the surrounding land and the land use 

of an Eco-state.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you very much. We’ve discussed the envisaged end land use?.  
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MADER VAN DEN BERG: This shows a proposed conceptual plan of the layout. Very 

quickly, the dark green areas are still considered agricultural land. It has got high 

agricultural soil and those blue areas is the envisaged watercourses or dams that we could 

potentially see happening when the sand is out in these areas and up there. The rest of the 

farm would then be allocated to either game farming and obviously there would be housing 

which at this stage we can’t exactly show it or confirm where that would be. That would 

form part of the rehabilitation plan.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Is that it? Who’s going to talk on this slide? Mader or yourself? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG: This pie chart showing the allocation of the land, currently and 

with a future of a mine in mind. There is a small portion at this stage that is allocated for a 10 

resort and it is basically where the existing caravan park and cottages are. It takes up at 

this stage about 16 hectares. This whole area or this whole pie presents an area of 291 

hectares that will remain a conservation area. In other words, where the game would still be 

protected. Is that allocated agricultural field which most of it is already being cultivated to 

187 hectares and then from here all the way around that’s the area allocated for mining so 

we have discussed that at length; 365 hectares and they are divided into 30 blocks. It’s an 

average of about 12 hectare per year that will be mined. That includes the sand as well as 

the aggregate and this is just a representation for instance, in year 9, this portion will be 

mined. Prior to that there will be an area that  area that requires your bulk earthworks and 

your re-vegetation is that white area and then that would be integrated back into the 20 

conservation area or the end land use as we go ahead. This is just a representation. It links 

to that graphic I showed with the pre-mining environment going through to the end land use 

so it needs to be read into conjunction. Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Mariette, dit is nou uiteindelik jou beert. Natuurlik.  

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: First of all I think I must just clarify our legal standing. I’m the 

CEO of a federation of non-governmental organisations. We are not a directly affected 

party, but in terms of section 32 of the National Environmental Management Act, we have 

legal standing or local standing so our interest is to act on behalf of the public and act on 

behalf of the environment so this is our legal standing. Prefatory to my more detailed 
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questions I just want to ask on the dust. Are you recommending or is there an area where 

you will be quantifying the dust fallout? Will it fall within an industrial area which would allow 

for 1200 milligrams per square meter or will it fall within a residential area which allows for 

600 milligrams per square meter? You don’t need to answer it now, but if perhaps a little 

later. Then, with regards to… yes? Of course. So, with regards also, I just want to mention 

in terms of NEMA, the National Environmental Management Act equal weighting is given to 

scientific knowledge which is often imported scientific knowledge and to local knowledge so 

I would encourage the EAP and the specialists to also give adequate attention to local 

knowledge which at times may be superior to imported scientific knowledge. Then, with 

regards to the noise you also mentioned that there will be ambient noise so we are I think 10 

of our interest is in the intrusion of noise. In other words, not the ambient, but the intrusive 

noise and that will not exceed 7 decibels. That is the question on this. Then, with regards to 

the biodiversity I will have spent a little bit more time on that, but I trust that you have taken 

also into consideration the mining biodiversity guidelines and not just GDARD 

documentation. Then, with regards to the testing of the surface and ground water, I trust 

also or if it has not being done that a full spectrum of metal should be tested. Not just a few 

variables, but the full spectrum and then with regards to, these are just preliminary 

comments, and then with regards to your comments on rehabilitation, you are correct 

because mining as I have mentioned has profound impacts on eco-systems so restoration 

is not possible, but rehabilitation is not just a rehabilitation to a pre-determined land use. 20 

The definition is to agreed upon with affected land owners, sustainable land use. [Indistinct: 

03:21:04] estate, for example is not a sustainable land use and it has to be with sustainable 

resources such as water, for example you cannot have agriculture if your water is polluted 

so I just want to clarify that and I am under no uncertain terms regarding that. I hope and 

this is at the risk of perhaps too tiring your patience, but I have gone… I have printed out 

some of the reports and I have gone in detail through these reports so if I may be 

permitted, I try to be as concise as possible. In terms of the riverine ecology assessment I 

think that you have done that. I have noted that your findings are that the aquatic fauna are 

lacking in diversity, but the Vaal River basin there are many near threatened and listed 
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species that you recommend a precautionary approach. You also, on page 5 of this report 

stated that the ecological sensitivity is high and that the present ecological status is a class 

D which is largely modified. Then, that you also stated that the fauna will be sensitive to 

changes to physical components of the water gauge. You then mentioned that the 

management of land use must be completed in a manner which aims to improve the 

present ecological status from a D to I hope C or a B of a watercourse so here, I want to 

propose that we were both at the enquiry of the human rights commission where we 

presented on the current status of the Vaal. There is currently flowing ecoli into the river, 

but that is in the Vaal Barage 6 million counts per 100 millilitres. The regulatory limit is zero. 

If I may use the improper term it is classified as an S-H-I-T river. I apologise for that, but 10 

that as a result of waste water treatment works that are dysfunctional. 800 vacancies in the 

Department of Water and Sanitation so my request will be that the specialist assess the 

accumulative impacts of this mining on the already degraded status of the Vaal. The Vaal is 

so stressed that it possibly cannot handle more stress and, in your report, you mentioned 

that this mine will result in increased solids and sedimentation alteration to the topography 

of the catchment and to result in alteration of the hydrology of the river reach. So, it is very 

important to consider the cumulative impacts. The Vaal River supplies water to 60% of our 

population and 45% of the economy and 45% of the population and it augments other 

water systems. Then, the gaps that I have noticed in your report. I may have overlooked it. 

You stated there the volumes of water which are proposed to be extracted have not been 20 

provided and therefore the significance of the utilisation of water from the Vaal cannot be 

defined. So, the applicant is… it is essential that he applies the information. Then, with 

regards to the mitigation measures. Whatever mitigation measures that are proposed here, 

they exist in vain if they are not implemented and if the Department of Water and Sanitation 

or the Department of Mineral Resources who at this moment are dysfunctional, are not 

enforcing the non-compliance so this is the first one. Then, if I may now discuss the 

wetland assessment report. Your conclusion and I thank you very much for this conclusion 

because it is honest and it is transparent. You concluded that the potential loss of wetland 

areas as a potential fatal flaw for the proposed project. If the mitigation measures are not 
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implemented then this mine cannot proceed because it has a fatal flaw with regards to 

wetlands and you made reference to some of these impacts. You mentioned that the direct 

loss of wetlands increases in sedimentation, loss of vegetation, sub-surface hydrological 

flow pass will be alterated. The loss of sub-service flow and so forth. You also mentioned 

that the Soweto grassland veld area is a conservative. It has high conservation status. You 

mentioned that the wetlands provide healthy conditions for the wide around for organisms 

as well as humans. So, all of these will have to be addressed and the mitigation measures 

will have to be sufficient to address all of these. I also just wanted to mention that some of 

these impacts are listed as high here. Even with mitigation. It is still high. Then sorry, the 

point on the social economic impact. In terms of law, in terms of NEMA; the NEMA 10 

principles you must assess what is the best practicable environmental option for this area 

and in doing that there are many guidelines that you have to follow such as for example, 

you must take into account the balancing of negative impacts versus the short-term social 

impacts and I must just mention, there have been mines in your area at Tja Naledi and also 

Sweet Sensations and also Goosebay. We have not seen any positive economic benefits 

flowing to disadvantaged communities. Not withstanding the fact that they did operate here 

so then, we also want to understand where is it now – it has a few. What will be the loss 

with regards to economic value when the sense of place and that comes down to the visual 

impacts. The sense of place is part of our law. It has to be assessed and an economic 

value has to be ascribed to sense of place. In the visual report it does mention that it is a 20 

tranquil area. It does mention… sorry, I just want to get it. It mentions that along the Vaal 

River is tranquil sense of place. The sand mining areas are broken open and barren sense 

of place. The topography is undulating in this area and with the mining it will not be 

undulating so I would just like to ask that you evaluate the economics of this loss of sense 

of place; how it will affect land owners and also the value of the land and compare that to 

the positive impacts because a cost benefit analysis must be conducted to see which 

opportunities will be lost, which benefits will be lost, what is the best value for this area and 

I strongly believe that for this area, it is tourism and eco-tourism and agriculture and 

definitely not mining. So, these are some of the issues that I wanted to address. I just want 
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to see if I have more, but thank you for giving me this opportunity and if I may just quickly 

see… the loss to the environment should also be evaluated. The environmental impact 

assessment must take into account also the environmental sensitivity of the area. The 

overall environment and social economic cost and benefits of mining as well as the 

potential strategic importance of the mineral to be mined. I do not believe that sand and 

gravel and diamonds are of strategic value. It is not a strategic mineral or metal. So, all of 

these issues if you can please include it. The last point I want to mention. I have produced 

the comments and response report. I have noticed that we have only one of my opious 

comments that have been included in the comments and response report. For all of you 

sitting here, I just want to mention that the decision makers, the regulators, the Department 10 

of Water and Sanitation, the Department of Mineral Resources are not here. They do not 

hear our comments. The only way they know about your comments are to read the 

comments and response report. If the comments are not accurately recorded and are not 

recorded in context or fully recorded or omitted then your comments will not be considered 

by the Department of Mineral Resources. So, it is extremely important and for that reason, I 

ask to please send us the minutes of this meeting prior to the public to the submission to 

the Department of Mineral Resources in order for us to ascertain that our comments are 

accurately captured and then I just want to ask then, time for comment prescribed 

yesterday on the 9th, today is the 10th. How will you justify it to the Department of Mineral 

Resources? Will these comments be included?  20 

ZIZO SIWENDU: Alright, we applied for an extension to submit our Final Scoping Report so 

we were granted that extension so we are submitting the Final Scoping Report on the 14th 

of December. So the recording or comments that were raised during today’s meeting will 

definitely form part of the submission of the scoping report so they will be included in the 

scoping report. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: We want to please peruse it before you submit it so that we can 

ascertain if it has been accurately captured. Then the last thing, in your correspondence to 

me you stated that you have not applied for an integrated water usage licence of section 21 

of the National Water Act. 
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ZIZO SIWENDU: That’s correct. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: Will you please request a copy of the application and if there is 

an authorisation to also supply us with a copy of the authorisation in order to allow us time 

to appeal.  

ZIZO SIWENDU: Okay, we have not applied for a Water Use License yet. We have not 

applied so it will be made available to you when we have applied for it. However, the 

Environmenta Authorisation application forms part of the scoping report and that is 

available on our website. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: Sorry, what?  

ZIZO SIWENDU: The Environmental Authorisation Application Form, I don’t know if you 10 

would like a copy of that? It’s available on our website. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: I have access to your website. Ya, thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Mariette, thank you very much. Gavin, yourself and then yourself and 

then yourself. After that I will take hands again. Alright, you are going to be the last one. 

Just help me remember.  

GAVIN ABOUD: The first point I want to raise is that this land is zoned for agriculture. It is 

not zoned for mining. Is it not putting the cart before the horse going through this whole 

process when you have not applied for the land to be zoned appropriately? 

DAVID DE WAAL: Who is going to respond to that?  

MICHAEL COCKS: So, with regards to land zoning we have a specified time frame to use 20 

your land zoning so therefore when we get the, if the Mining Right is successful, if the 

relevant zoning is necessary, we will apply for that, but that is only if it is necessary.  

GAVIN ABOUD: Forgive me. I don’t understand. Surely, you apply first to see if the land 

will be re-zoned then once it is re-zoned you apply for your mining right.  

MICHAEL COCKS: I stand to be corrected, but as far as I know when you apply for zoning 

you have a specified time limit to use that zoning so to apply for it now and if the mining 

right is… 

GAVIN ABOUD: No, no, that’s incorrect. Once the zoning is changed you then… your right 

of use of the land becomes appropriate.  
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MICHAEL COCKS: As I said, I stand to be corrected.  

GAVIN ABOUD: Okay, so so, at…. 

DAVID DE WAAL: [Indistinct 03:34:24].  

GAVIN ABOUD: Oh, I thought he was finished. Sorry. I apologise.  

MICHAEL COCKS: We will make sure that the zoning is correct before we commence with 

mining. If there is any change in zoning required, that will also be looked at.  

GAVIN ABOUD: I understand that, but surely you should do that first before doing this 

process. That is my question to you. You have not answered it.  

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: Just to add to that; because if your zoning is unsuccessful you 

would have wasted all this money for appointment of environmental assessment 10 

practitioners and specialists. It may just be that the re-zoning will not be approved and then 

you have gone through this entire exercise. The public participation meetings. It’s really… 

the Paradys Kloof. What is it - the Golf Estate went through exactly the same process and 

the judge said you cannot put the cart before the horse.  

GAVIN ABOUD: Okay then I have a concern in general. This is directed to Shango. You 

seem very flippant in answering a lot of questions and it raises concerns to me and I come 

back to the point that I raised with regards to our houses gaining economic value. As 

laughable as that may sound, they honestly believe it so let’s leave that. Somebody else 

raised the question and it was Martin here that the boating activities on the river will be 

affected because who wants to go boating on the river and you look at a sand mine and 20 

your reply was but Sweet Sensations and Tja Naledi are mining and it hasn’t reduced the 

boating activity on the river. I want to ask you, on what empirical information and 

assessment did you come to that reply?  

ZIZO SIWENDU: You seem to assume that you know, that the mining activities will pollute 

the river. That is your assumption so and I don’t think that is right., It has not been proven 

yet.  

GAVIN ABOUD: No, no I am asking… you said that because of Tja Naledi and Sweet 

Sensations it hasn’t resulted in a reduction of boating on the river. I am asking you based 

on what empirical evidence have you made that conclusion? 
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ZIZO SIWENDU: Well, because it’s still happening. You guys are still using the facility and 

if it is… it’s not like that because of the mining. It is because of the sewage that is in the 

river.  

GAVIN ABOUD: Okay so let me ask you again.  

DAVID DE WAAL: No, I am not going to note it. I want to say something and then they can 

note it if they want to. You must remember that this is in the scoping phase. It’s clearly from 

your question that she can’t answer that question. That was her view point and that needs 

to be assessed and justified in the assessment we re-asking the question, all you are doing 

is you are embarrassing her and I think the point is clear that you are making, That is her 

view point and that must be assessed and verified in terms of the assessment study.  10 

GAVIN ABOUD: I think the point I am trying to make is if you don’t know what the answer 

is, don’t answer. I think that is the point I am trying to make.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Alright, I take your point.  

GAVIN ABOUD: Thank you very much.  

DAVID DE WAAL: So now, somebody eluded to the road there. The road that we are 

talking about, let’s be specific is the S171. That road is rated to carry a gross vehicle mass 

of 10 tons. It is currently carrying vehicles of 56 tons. Now, that responsibility is a 

ccumulative responsibility of this applicant, Tja Naledi and Sweet Sensations and in 

previous mining applications it was necessary for the mines to upgrade the roads within a 

200-kilometre radius to ensure that everybody that uses those roads uses it safely. So I am 20 

asking you to be very, very, very careful and to make very sure that your assessment of 

that road is adequately done. There are bridges on that road, low water bridges that have a 

carrying capacity of 10 tons. Those bridges have been ridden into the ground. If there are 

heavy rains the implications for that area in terms of flooding are enormous because of 

those bridges. Thank you. That’s all I’ve got.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you.  

ABRIE HANEKOM: Kan ek net terug gaan. Ekskies tog. Net terug op sy kaart? Kan ons 

hom net terug kry op sy kaart?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Can we just put up the presentation for the  
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ATTENDEE: Want ek het maar gewag dat almal eers deur gaan dan sal ek die vraag vra.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Jy is welkom. Is that the air quality presentation?  

ABRIE HANEKOM: Ja. Nee, daar was ‘n ander kaart.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Wat is u vraag, meneer?  

ABRIE HANEKOM: Ek dink dis die eerste kaart waar hy vir ons gewys het hoe die… tot 

waar hulle die sand gaan myn en waar [Indistinct 03:40:52].  

DAVID DE WAAL: Okay. Waar was dit?  

ABRIE HANEKOM: Sorry. Dis hierdie kaart. Daar’s hy. Nommer 4. As jy kyk na nommer 4 

daar waar hulle gaan myn, my huis sit reg langs daai wit lyn van jou waar hulle gaan myn 

en goed en die ander mense van my af. Ek begin in die hoek langs hulle en dan begin die 10 

ander so ek is heeltemal teen die myn. So, om vir my te sê daar gaan nie stof wees nie en 

daar gaan ook nie noise pollution wees nie. Meeste van die mense trek uit. Die ander vraag 

wat ek wil vra is nou; as jy kyk na nommer 4. Nommer 4 is ‘n dorp. Ja, Vaal Eden is ‘n dorp 

en daar is 48 erwe teen daai wit lyn af so ek weet nie hoe kan enige myn teen ‘n dorp 

toestemming gee om teen ‘n dorp te kom myn nie. Dan wil ek hom vra oor die water. Ons 

begin probleme optel in die area nou nie met die myn spesefiek nie, maar dit gaan kom. 

Ons boorgate begin inval so binnekort gaan daai mense al sonder water sit as gevolg van 

die mense wat alreeds maase water uit ons omgrond se lyne uittrek wat reg langs ons sit 

soos Sweet Sensations. Om terug te kom na hom toe oor die impak van die voëls en goed, 

ons sit met die bewyse. Ek sit met fotos. Ek kan vir hom stuur waar die goed begin vrek, 20 

waar die plaas eienaars begin kla oor diere wat begin vrek as gevolg van stof, veral silikaat 

wat op die gras gaan lė in die dou tye en die bure vrede. Net die idee te gee dat die uile 

wat van Noord Afrika – dit is waar hulle baie voorkom, is weg. Ons, van min gelukkiges wat 

van die uile in ons omgewing kon kry en die wat hulle sė ja, omdat die goed trek van 

myning weg oor 30 jaar, maar dit trek nie terug nie. Sy het dit bevestig.  Selfs die vis 

arende wat daar roep is weg. Ekskies tog, ek wil nie sė hom of vinger wys nie. Die gemors 

met sand en julle kan dit nou sien en dis besig om te gebeur en julle kan gaan kyk na Tja 

Naledi wat 10 jaar/15 jaar terug gemyn het. Daai grond het tot vandag toe nog niks gegroei 

daar nie so elke keer as die wind waai dan is ons huise toe onderdie grond, so erg dat 
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die… partykeer as die wind erg waai laat jy van daai teer pad nie eers daar oor Vaal Oewer 

kan sien nie of die teer pad nie eers kan sien nie en die gemors met daai sand is as jy nie 

soos Sky Sands; 24 uur aanmekaar sprei nie. Jy spyt hom nou en oor ‘n uur is daai grond 

bo droog.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Ek gaan jou gou stop. Ek wil net gou vertaal in engels vir die [Indistinct 

03:43:53] want anders… 

ABRIE HANEKOM: Nee, dood reg.  

DAVID DE WAAL: If I can just translate for minute purposes. 5 points were made. The first 

point was that his property is right adjacent to where the mining is going to happen and 

some of the other properties have already – there are people that have already left. Point 10 

being that it will have an impact on his property on the dust side. He also mentioned an 

area where there were 48 erwen. I didn’t catch that part.  

ABRIE HANEKOM: Sorry?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Ek praat van die area waar daar net 48 erwe was.  

ABRIE HANEKOM: Nommer 4 is ‘n dorp’s gebiet. That is a township.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Number 4 on the map.  

ABRIE HANEKOM: The whole area there has been planned for a police station, shopping 

centre, a lot of stands and the caravan park.  

DAVID DE WAAL: The third point was that it has biophysical implications you mentioned 

an example of the owls that come from North Africa and when you have this type of 20 

disruptive activities they don’t breed here. They go somewhere else and don’t come back 

and you expressed that you are still fortunate that this area still has some of that. The next 

point was the concept of putting a mine right next to a township or a town development by 

itself is problematic and in your view senseless en jou laaste een het ek nou vergeet.  

ABRIE HANEKOM: Die laaste een was die area van die sand.  

DAVID DE WAAL: Se gou net weer.  

ABRIE HANEKOM:: Alright, sorry. The sand like Sky Sands. If you don’t spray it for 24 

hours a day, you will have always dust. You can spray it now and over an hour it is dry. So 

if the wind blows you can’t see even your own house or Vaal Oewer from that side. Then to 
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come back to the road. Ek het dit herleef. Sodra dit reen en goed met daai lorries en goed, 

dried ae kan jy daai pad nie meer ry nie. Glad nie. Jy draai om en jy gaan slaap in die dorp 

or die lorries blok jou of hulle staan reg voor die huis. Dirt gebeur nou gereeld met Sweet 

Sensations en daai pad kan nie daai volume, nie met drie myne daar nie kan dit nie 

hanteer nie. Sorry, die volume is te hoog en die gemors, die pad is die enigste pad in na 

daai area toe. Daar is nie ‘n ander pad ne.  

DAVID DE WAAL: The point is that the road, the S171 is the only road in the area. It 

serves much more than just the three mines that were mentioned as it has been raining for 

a few days. It deteriorates to the level where access is not possible and people have to turn 

back and go back from where they came from and the major point, I think is just that any 10 

impact to that road will have a significant impact on the larger area as that is the only 

access road van waar tot waar? Alright, from the highway in towards the area; that is the 

only access road.  

ABRIE HANEKOM: that is the only road. There is no other road. If you are going to Parys 

and you come in with the gravel road from that side. That is the only tar road we have from 

the Parys road to that area. There is no other road.  

DAVID DE WAAL: The point being that that road has a very key function and the use in 

this area and this community and any implications to the road is much wider than just on 

the mines. It actually implicates the accessibility of the larger area. Goed, nou wie se hand 

was nou op? Dis reg. Dit was jou hand gewees. Would you like to respond? Please do.  20 

NICK GROBLER: No, I would like to just ask a question and make use of the local 

knowledge that we discussed earlier. In your opinion, would you say that road in its current 

state, is the dust that is picked/kicked up on that road when trucks are roaming or is it more 

keen to a dirt road or to the paved road that is supposedly is? 

ABRIE HANEKOM: No, it’s a tar road, but it is so damaged so badly already that if a truck 

coming from the front side – you have to move off. You cannot pass it. The road is also is 

not wide. So, most of the time if you are driving on your side and the truck has to go a little 

bit off, he is on the gravel so if you have a problem like I had this week. I lose a windshield 

on my car again. You don’t want to know how many times. On my trucks, my low beds – a 
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lot. So, there is a problem. The road is really a problem and the other thing is also what is 

happening there is there was an accident, a guy on a bike coming also from the front side 

because of the truck that is not covered, the sand take him off the bike and I mean, die 

ouens wat verantwoordelik is, is die mynes want voor hy by sy hek uit gaan moet hy sien of 

daai trok reg is.  

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK: The trucks are supposed to be covered when they exit and 

depart. Those trucks are not covered so it is a significant source of fallout dust as well.  

NICK GROBLER: Okay, we have considered both of those in the emissions inventory for 

the Air Quality. Thanks.  

WARRIN FLORES: Warrin from Vredefort Dome Toursim Association. I am quite 10 

impressed with some of the research that you have done. I just wanted one short question. 

The dust outfall; to what effect does it have on the food chain of the fauna and flora and the 

fishes?  

DAVID DE WAAL: Russell? 

MICHAEL ADAMS: Thanks. Thanks for the question and in terms of the dust fall and in 

terms of the fauna and flora, it is a big issue even in a natural area if you go to a nature 

reserve, there is a lot of research on the effects of dust, just on minor roads where normal 

vehicles are going. Not at high speeds and on average it affects the vegetation of up to 200 

meters either side of the road. The dust clogs some of the stomata on the plantleaves, and 

in laymen’s terms they struggle to breathe and function normally so you do get a change in 20 

species composition along dust roads usually for the negative. So they increasingly sort of 

enchroaching plant species or alien invasive species so it is an issue and we will 

incorporate it into the final report. 

WARRIN FLORES: Thank you. I am not finished. Sorry. I am from the Vredefort Dome 

area and for those who don’t know us, we are a world heritage site and I just want to say 

also explain what is a world heritage site? Places have to be listed as unique in the world 

so it’s a one and only type of place or item or artefact in the world and that’s what makes 

the Vredefort Dome so special and the Vredefort Dome is listed as a natural world heritage 

site and there are only 208 natural world heritage sites listed in the world. That’s how 
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unique we are and that’s why we have to preserve it. In some of the documents I have 

read, people acknowledge that this forms outside of this mining, this mining area is outside 

of the world heritage site, but it is still on the same ridges as the main impact site and 

UNESCO requires for a world heritage site that the day it is listed it must remain as it is or 

revert as far as possible, back to nature. So, as a tourism association we are very 

concerned about the tourism that we draw to that area and we are trying to draw 

environmentally friendly tourism to that area. In other words, activities and developments 

such as accommodation to try and be be phased on the outside of the area and that’s why 

this area is so important for the tourism. It’s the entrance from the N1 coming into Parys, it’s 

the main entrance. On both sides of the river we have got… sorry. Excuse me one second. 10 

We’ve got roads running – I forget the name of the river. The one from Parys coming 

through to the Vaal Oewer side and then it goes across to the Gauteng stretch and it 

comes back on the Vaal Eden. Now, we are looking at developing at this meander and to 

incorporate some day that this area as a dualpark to the whole world heritage site. As a 

tourism association, we are very concerned on promoting sustainable, responsible and 

particularly accountable tourism so we have not promoted anything inside the dome that’s 

in conflict with these values and these types of things should definitely be developed in 

those area and are already being developed. I think they must be, on the north-west side, 

there must be about 40 tourism venues and the same thing is going to be developed on the 

Free State side and the mining will definitely be a negative impact on that. We do interact 20 

with all local tourism associations and we are represented on numerous bodies, most within 

North-West Province, Potchefstroom, JB Marks, Dr Kenneth Kaunda, Ngwathe and Fezile 

Dabi. We are on all these forums and they all carry the same message across. We also are 

very – as part of our social responsibility, we do look at the social development and how 

important tourism plays on that and we are involved with the spatial planning in the 

departments. We are involved in the education, sport, environment and cultural bodies and 

including previously disadvantaged people. Our neighbour on the north-west side next to 

Vaal Oewer, there is a skwatter camp with previously disadvantaged people and these 

people are definitely in our side to be involved in tourism. They are already at Vaal Oewer. 
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Numerous in all the accommodations and houses or venues. All these people are 

employed in that area. In the beginning of the year, President Ramaposa during his SONA 

report emphasised the importance of tourism. Tourism currently directly employs over 

700 000 people, over 700 000 people; mining – 444 000. President Ramaposa said “this 

year we will enhance the call for destination marketing in key tourism markets.” This is a 

key tourism market. The Gauteng has employed, I think it is 4.1 million overseas visitors. 

We are 60 minutes away from them. We receive the figures that are reflected that the 

mining is going to do job creation. Tourism on the other hand, crosses all sectors and it 

includes transport, aviation, car hire, petrol stations, shops, curios, accommodation, 

weddings and conferences, marketing, hospitality, goods and services, agriculture, wine, 10 

you name it and they are all labour intensive. Predominantly women employed and that 

brings in forex capital from overseas and importantly a sustainable and environmentally 

friendly. Something we know mining is not. As opposed to mining increasing property 

values, which we are very doubtful, tourism is exactly the opposite and the figures are there 

is proof of that. With the improved market values, the municipality is also benefitting. The 

stats report on the South African website, you can check the world tourism trade council 27 

report says South African tourism directly/indirectly affects 1.5 million jobs which is 9.5% of 

employees and that is one in 23 employed people who are involved in tourism. The SA 

Tourism brought in R412 billion which is 9% of a DDP, mining is 8%, 27 investments in 

tourism with 71 billion rands. These are important factors, very, very important factors 20 

because we have to look at the cumulative effect and I am going to ask the specialist, when 

you do that study, you are not in it for Goosebay, but we have got three mines there and it’s 

the cumulative effect that needs to be considered and very seriously. I don’t know if you are 

looking at that. If a dust problem comes up who are they going to point to? Are they going 

to say Tja Ngulele or whoever’s mine it is. We will all be finger pointing. We spoke about 

the roads earlier. In 2016 research document the Free State roads were listed I thin\k it was 

41% poor, very poor and the balance I think it was 28 was poor. 67% were listed as poor or 

very poor. And based on this current funding it is going to get worse. It is going to be 80% 

from 67. Ths area that we are talking about Feile Dabi has 3976 kilometres of gravel roads, 
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plus 1463 kilometres of tar road. We know the departments, there’s vacancies, there’s 

budget cuts, contractors getting appointed, they sratrt the jobs, they don’t get paid, they 

desert it. Our local community I am also involved with the Vaal Oewer Land Care project 

and we’ve had meetings with the different departments and they have volunteered – the 

community members volunteered to assist the province to help fix up the roads. That’s how 

bad it is. I know the mines brought trucks to dump off some stuff, I believe, but it’s come 

from the residents in the area, the wedding villages, the resorts along the road to assist to 

keep that road just so that they can keep their clientele in and their families. The MEC 

visited the area. Gavin spoke about the size of the trucks going through. He promised a 

weighbridge. I think it must have been about three months ago. We are still waiting. We 10 

know the current situation of government that they cannot handle the services and it’s only 

going to get worse.  

DAVID DE WAAL:  Jy moet nou beginne einde se kant toe staan. 

ATTENDEE:  Nee, nee, nee, ek, dit is my beurt. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Fair enough. 

WARRIN FLORES:  The fact that mining’s in the area,that came about maybe to a small 

extent that some people were aware of it and there was apathy and didn’t take action, but 

the majority of the people were not aware of what was going on.  The previous 

environmental publicist for Goosebay, there were, I think there were nine people registered 

as public participants and that gave them a foothold into the area.  We also know from the 20 

municipality’s side that things weren’t done as they were supposed to be and we cannot 

blame the public when the custodians, these civil servants are employed to do our work 

and they should’ve been aware of what was going.  Instead there appears to be collusion at 

some level and that’s how mining got through, and that’s why we’re so, what can I say, 

need to know about the zoning.  It’s a big, big, issue and I think we’re going to close all the 

mines on the zoning issue.  We also know that there are many abandoned mines all over 

the country.  We know even the big companies, as a gentleman said earlier, as soon as the 

mine nears its end, it gets sold off to some other company to try and eat out the remains 

and then it goes into dissolvent and the public and the people get left with whatever the 
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problems.  We also know that property gets transferred into companies, so their owners 

could try and avoid the liabilities.  I’m just about finished.  So, what I’m asking is, all the 

studies, there must be a cumulative impact of the three mines together, not just Goosebay 

that needs to be considered.  You need to consider the road and the infrastructure is 

appalling, it will only get worse and without the municipality putting in more money and the 

mines improving the system is not going to work.  Something that didn’t come out at all was 

climate change.  What effective, we know climate change is on the cards and are your 

studies including climate change in them, and that includes for the water use licence, and 

the negative impact are all this on tourism, on job creation and on the President’s SONA 

speech and requirement that we must look out towards tourism.  Thank you. 10 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Thank you very much, and after it’ll be the lady at the back and I’m 

reservedly positive that we will then close after that.  You’re welcome to sit down if you 

want to. 

PETRUSHKA:  Okay.  No, I sat a long time, since 4 o’clock this morning from Ellisras.  

That’s how far I’ve come to attend this meeting.  Thank you.  There’s a couple of concerns 

and you guys have done all your environmental studies post this mine development, all 

their stock way.  Did anyone of you consider the weather?  Anyone of you seen and 

realised what strong winds are blowing in that area?  Guys, we sit there and then we hear 

this noise and if you look up in the sky it’s swarms and schools of birds, it’s flying from the 

one side all the way over to Vereeniging and Vanderbijlpark side, to get away from the 20 

wind.  That’s how strong those winds are.  When it’s raining or when this river comes down 

in a flood, you realise what parts of that areas you guys want to mine is under water when 

the river is in flood?  I think maybe you guys must maybe just go out there and go start 

studying those things and speak to the locals who have seen it, who’ve experienced it.  

Then make informed factual decisions and recommendations.  Will appreciate if you guys 

can do that.  The other point I’ve got is the social area is that you guys already start on a 

social development and localisation plan for the people in your area, in this area.  Then Si, 

Zizo, right.  You say the positive job creations.  What types of jobs are you going to create 

and is it only the jobs for the mines or is the jobs around the mines, and what about the 
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jobs that’s getting lost due to the mines, for example, that’s already incurred, already it’s 

starting, due to the sewerage they’ve run in the water, I know of a lot of lodges that’s lost a 

lot of income by the tourism that they’ve lost.  Therefore, they have to redun in staff, so 

that’s loss of income for them and for the area, and then loss of staff jobs.  So, it’s not just 

the mine that’s got an impact here and the mine what’s everything, it’s the whole area and 

then there’s another question for the environmental guys and everybody else who’s 

concerned.  From where I am in Ellisras, I’m staying on a farm, I’m working at the one 

power station.  Due to the ash that’s created by burning of those coals, they’ve got the ash 

plants.  Eskom went out and they have put out sample points as far as a 100 kms around to 

see what damages that ash can cause and if there is a real damage, then they financially 10 

help that farmer.  So, what are, is this mine going to do because of the winds and the dust 

that’s going to fly.  Silica is dangerous, it is a health problem.  How far are you guys going 

to test and how far that ash is going, ag, that silicone, that sands are going to go that’s got 

an impact on the environment?  Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you for those questions.  They are noted and they will have to be 

assessed and response provided to them in the assessment phase, thank you very much.  

Right at the back. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Dianne Stephens, again.  Petrushka raised one of the questions 

that I have as my first point here and it has to do with air quality.  You mentioned that you 

had put out a testing station at the Goosebay caravan or resort that you have on the Free 20 

State side and the levels that you had taken there had been from okay to disastrous, or to 

very bad.  Were any of your testing stations put out in an open area where the actual sand 

lands, because I do believe that your resort that you currently have is in a vegetated area 

and a lot of the sand may not have fallen into the test station. 

NICK GROBLER:  So, the testing what we did, that we did was just only for one day there. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay. 

NICK GROBLER:  And it was only to give us a preliminary idea of what the air quality is 

like, away from the mine, what, and that’s why we chose that side as well to see what the 

impact is coming into the area.  The equipment that we used unfortunately needs power, so 
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we were limited to where exactly we could place it, but the current mining operations have 

been doing dust fallout monitoring around the mine for several years now and as far as I 

know at least up until December 2017 there were no exceedances of even the residential 

standard for dust fallout around the mine, never mind the non-residential standard.  So that 

has been done and it is currently being done as well, I believe. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  I see.  So, you are saying that for one day this year you’ve put one 

station out because that is where you had a power point and the previous readings that had 

been taken had been reliant on mine readings in 2017 and they were taken where, sir?  In 

the mine or close to the mine or how far away from the mine? 

NICK GROBLER:  Like, so there are six points I believe – four of them are around the 10 

currentmine and two of them are in the exploration areas up to the northeast of that. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay, alright, so, basically in the mine itself you are prepared or the 

owner, Monte Cristo, Mr Van Wyk, is prepared to have a certain amount of silica falling, 

however, those of us who live around the area have not been taken into account at all in 

your scoping that you’ve just spoken about now and I think Petrushka has made note of the 

fact that this should be a far wider area that you’re looking at and not necessarily a 

kilometre or 2 kilometres.  I would like it on record, I am an asthmatic, I do see a 

pulmocologist, I will be obviously tested, and I support Abri’s thing that we, who are going 

to be directly affected by this, need to have some sort of medical attention, should it be 

required.  I think that needs to be on record, I’d like it be noted please. 20 

DAVID DE WAAL:  It is so noted.  Can I just confirm, it’s noted?  It is noted. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Secondly, my second point that I’d like to raise is on the biodiversity 

side.  We have a map here that shows the groundwater runoff that you have.  It shows that 

there are seven areas that potentially could give us runoff into the Vaal River from the 

mining site.  Am I correct?  If you go to page 28. 

MICHAEL ADAMS:  Yes, is that under the wetlands study? 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Correct. 

MICHAEL ADAMS:  Yes.  I’m unfortunately not a wetlands specialist but I can talk to it for 

you. 
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DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay, alright. 

MICHAEL ADAMS:  Yes, because our wetlands specialist has actually been to sites 

already and those were, I think there were six or seven of those that... 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  There are seven... 

MICHAEL ADAMS:  Yes. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  ...on there, it says there are seven. 

MICHAEL ADAMS:  So, those are sort of drainage areas that they’re not, they don’t have 

permanent water in them but during a rainfall event, they might... 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Correct. 

MICHAEL ADAMS:  ...They might indeed flow into the Vaal River. 10 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  I do understand.  So, when we have our heavy rains that result in 

flooding, which do happen.  I’m not the person who’s going to tell you how frequently the 

floods happen, however, I have seen the floods.  When that happens, the amount of runoff 

that is going to come from the mine is going to go into the Vaal River.  You will have certain 

mitigating factors that you will recommend that the mine take into account and this might be 

diverting the water into slimes dams, into dams of some sort, but I do believe that the silica 

is going to go land up in the river. 

MICHAEL ADAMS:  Unfortunately, I can’t quite talk to that, so I don’t know if you want to. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay.  Could that also possibly be noted that they would have more 

detail... 20 

DAVID DE WAAL:  It’s noted. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  ...that we could look at?  The third, the third point that I would look 

at refers to your page 31 of your report and it speaks to the rehabilitation.  I look at the gra, 

or the slides that you have there, showing when it will be mined and when it will be 

rehabilitated.  I may not be understanding it correctly, so if someone needs to elaborate 

and expand on this, please feel free.  You have there, slide 2.2 that says that the mining is 

going to take place from one to three years and rehabilitation will start from year three to 

five.  What is going to happen between year one and year three, and in conjunction with 

that question, I understand that you are looking at it becoming an Eco-estate.  I think that 
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will be wonderful when it happens, however, I’d like to know what type of grasses, 

vegetation will grow in what is left of the desert that I see from my house. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Okay, thank you.  I’m going to try and remember everything 

that you asked.  So, the first question was about the process – Mpho, maybe you can just 

go to slide on page 12. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Page 31. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Twelve.  It’s 12.  So, the first two years of the mine is kind of 

standing in the middle between a construction and an operational phase.  The reason I’m 

saying that is that in the first two years there won’t be a processing plant yet set up. So, the 

mining activity that will take place at that stage would be your truck and shovel method, 10 

excavated from the specific portion. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  So, you will be mining mand, sand and silica in those first two years 

whilst you are constructing a processing plant? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  A processing plant. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  So, mining will be taking place. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Mining would be taking place. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  The construction phase specifically points to the establishment 

of the processing plant. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay. 20 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  So, the processing plant and if you look again on those maps, 

as I mentioned earlier, there are three sites allocated and those are alternative sites which 

these specialists will assess.  The first site, which is to the applicant’s, it’s his choice in that 

regard, is the one that’s placed in that position there and it’s there for various reasons, 

which I’m not going to elaborate on currently.  So, the first two years would be the mining of 

that specific area, so that you don’t have mi, sand underneath the processing plant. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  I beg your pardon, sir.  Could you just repeat that? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  I say the first two years of the mining would occur in that 

specific area there, so that you don’t have sand underneath the processing plant.  So, it’s 



                PURE SOURCE MINE: SCOPING PHASE ADDITIONAL PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON THE 10
TH 

NOVEMBER 2018 AT LAERSKOOL VAALRIVIER, GAUTENG PROVINCE 

94 

 

been mined out, so that you can establish the processing plant on that footprint, so it’s a 

distinct footprint. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  My question is you will be mining sand and silica in the year one 

and year two. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  That’s correct, yes. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  So that is correct. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  That’s correct, yes. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay.  And then, and in year three, and during that time we will 

have no rehabilitation done until year three to five? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  No, that’s not true, because that’s, that position there is only for 10 

one part of the sand mine.  So, the other areas is up there, so that area there would be 

subjected to progressive rehabilitation and also where potential aggregate is, which we 

start over there and carry on in that direction and then over there.  So, rehabilitation will 

start, I mean obviously the first year is where you mine. So, you can’t rehabilitate where 

you’re busy mining at that stage, but from year two, the rehabilitation will start in various 

other areas.  Does that clear it up?  Because the rehabilitation follows the mining, so 

obviously. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  No, I under, I, that I clearly understand.  What I’m looking at your 

map is that it will start from year three.  The rehabilitation will be three to five, year three to 

five. 20 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Well, it just shows the, I mean, I mean I can do a map for you 

for every single year, but I grouped them together into, for, because I did do the first three 

years to show that there’s mining and then the processing plant.  Now, from there it’s 

year five. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  So then, what I do ask is that as Shango, we have a clear 

understanding of what mitigations you will have in place for those years. So, that we will not 

as nearby residents have all of the sand coming our way and obviously it is ongoing for the 

30 years.  We do think that once you do start rehabilitating, my part of, second part of my 

question was, how quickly will the rehabilitation occur, what type of plants, what is your 
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anticipated timeframe for that soil to be rehabilitated?  I understand the topography will not 

be the same, naturally.  You have withdrawn, you have taken out the soil, the diamond, the 

gravel, the sand, the silica. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Ja. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  So, I understand we’re not going to look at the same thing but how 

quickly and possibly this is for the two gentlemen there, how quickly can you get it 

rehabilitated and can we have that rehabilitation plan in a lot more detail? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Yes. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Thank you. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  So, I would like to just respond and then pass it over to them.  10 

So, the topsoil that’s stripped from the mining area would be positioned on the one side, 

outside of the mining area for that year, and that would then be placed back.  So, within the 

topsoil and that’s why it’s so crucial to have that topsoil removed and stored properly, 

because within that topsoil there’s obviously a seedbank and there’s roots there and all 

kinds of things that will germinate again or grow, so, we don’t want to keep it for too long.  

So, within that year after mining it will be then spread back over the previous mine’s 

disturbed area.  In conjunction with that, and, and that’s dependent on the actual, how can I 

say it, on, wherever that position is because like I said earlier, it won’t all just be revert back 

to a grass and that necessarily, there might be a wetland or a reconstructive wetland or 

something like that.  So, depending on where that position is within the end land use 20 

scheme, plants must be reintroduced manually, you know, digging a hole, planting it in 

there.  In terms of the, the overall land function of the property and may I remind you that 

we’re aiming to the Eco-Estate, which obviously have wildlife in it, so that we improve the 

quality of the grazing capacity as well.  So, types of grass, it’s a very detailed level but 

we’ve looked at things like Smitsvinger, which is an indigenous grass, Oulandsgras, I can’t 

give you all the fancy names at this stage, but ja.  So, we’re aiming at a specific goal for 

that area.   

DIANNE STEPHENS:  I do understand the goal.  What you did say right at the beginning 

there was that in a year, which is... 
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MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Well, I think it will take... 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  So, the timeframe that we are most concerned about... 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Yes, I understand. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  ...that is our timeframe.  Within a year of that mine, that section 

being mined, you will have the top soil back and you will have the plan, the rehabilitation 

plan in place? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Implemented.  Ja, if I understand you correctly, my answer is 

yes.  What I also want to mention is that rehabilitation consists of basically four phases.  

Your first is your bulk earthworks, so you want to get your topography level, stable and 

safe.  Your second phase is where you do your fine grading, in other words you would 10 

spread your topsoil, do your preparation for your seedbed.  Your third phase would be your 

planting via either seeds, sowing or planting physically, and your fourth phase, which is 

very important, is the monitoring phase.  So, the monitoring phase would say, listen, this 

area might not have been rehabilitated properly, so we come back and replant or redo it, 

whatever is needed to get it back to what we preliminary decided.  So, I cannot commit in 

saying that would be done in one year.  It’s very much dependent on the cli... 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  What is, what is the timeframe we could be looking at? 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  It could be two to three years and I’m talking specifically about 

the revegetation of it.  So, the bulk earthworks and the fine grading and seedbed 

preparation, that can be done within a year after mining, but the actual establishment of the 20 

plants might take longer, because I mean considering climatical conditions... 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  I understand, ja, I do understand that. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  ...and what time of the year it is and so on. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay, thank you very much. 

MADER VAN DEN BERG:  Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  As a special, special lifetime favour for the 22% of the original audience 

that’s left, one more question.  Three-four, alright, I’ll take four, but that is absolutely it.  

Gavin, you’re first. 



                PURE SOURCE MINE: SCOPING PHASE ADDITIONAL PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON THE 10
TH 

NOVEMBER 2018 AT LAERSKOOL VAALRIVIER, GAUTENG PROVINCE 

97 

 

GAVIN ABOUD:  Thank you for that detailed explanation of the rehabilitation.  It’s a pity 

you didn’t do it in the beginning.  I mean they’ve been mining for three years, what’s going 

to change now?  If they didn’t do what you said now when they originally mined, why are 

they going to do it now? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  I don’t think, I don’t think Mader can answer that question. 

GAVIN ABOUD:  But the point must be, the point must be raised here.  The, I mean they 

promised to do it, they had a rehabilitation plan, they were supposed to do it, we’re sitting 

here again listening to the same explanations, what’s going to change? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  The reason why I say he can’t answer, just he’s not the owner, so he 

you know… 10 

GAVIN ABOUD:  Okay. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  He’s opinion of that. 

GAVIN ABOUD:  So, please understand that we’ve done some calculations.  The value of 

the properties surrounding this proposed mine is R1.5 billion.  If we take it that Zizo’s 

explanation of increasing values is incorrect and decr, and property is actually going to 

decrease in value, do you understand the impact that’s going to have on the area.  That’s 

my point number one.  Point number two, their plan is to mine from six o’clock in the 

morning to… 

ATTENDEE:  Sorry, they start from three in the morning. 

GAVIN ABOUD:  No, no, no, their plan, the plan that I’ve seen is to mine from six o’clock in 20 

the morning to six o’clock at night, five-and-a-half days a week, or six-and-a-half days a 

week, am I correct?  It’s your plan, you put it out.  So, when you guys measure your noise 

levels, etcetera, etcetera, understand that at six o’clock in the morning they’re going to be 

mining.  Currently, currently at Tja Naledi, when they start the trucks, we can hear them.  

When they start the trucks.  Am I correct, Craig?  So, that guy in the red shirt there hears 

the trucks start.  Are we on the same wavelength here, are we on the same pace, do we 

understand the implication of starting a truck and it disturbs him?  So, understand when 

these guys say how they’re going to mine, understand the implications of that mine plan on 

our lives.  Thank you. 
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DAVID DE WAAL: Thank you. The gentleman next to you, then the gentleman from the 

Tourism Association, then, there was a lady here. 

ATTENDEE:  Gavin is on the [Indistict 4:25:51]. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Okay.  Meneer, dit is nou jou beurt.  Wie’s dit? 

ABRIE HANEKOM:  Ja, thanks.  I just want to find out also, all the people sitting here 

who’ve got property, because of our value decrease with [Indistinct:4:26:08], you guys or 

the miner, will he sort out also Ngwathe Municipality, because we pay rates and taxes on 

our value of our property.  Somebody has to sort that out also.  

DAVID DE WAAL:  Interesting point.  

ABRIE HANEKOM:  Thanks, sorry, Mr, thanks. 10 

DAVID DE WAAL:  The tourism gentleman, and then the lady this side, and then I’ll take 

an unpopular decision. 

WARRIN FLORES:  Gavin mentioned about five-and-a-half days working but I’ve also seen 

the thing, when it comes to diamond, there’s going to be a 24-hour operation.  How much 

noise gets emitted in that process and I think it also be remind, in winter time the noise 

levels of the rural area is very much quieter and you don’t have the insects, so you can’t put 

it as a urban area, it’s very quiet, it’s actually dead quiet in winter, especially, I think let’s 

say from about eight o’clock at night until early in the morning you hear nothing except the 

stars twinkling.  In connection with the rehabilitation, I’ve read figures that when you do 

rehab above the base rock, it should be between two and three metres of soil, so the place 20 

can be rehabilitated properly.  Have you got a contour map of the bedrock?  

DAVID DE WAAL:  Is such a map available? 

WARRIN FLORES:  No, it’s not.  Especially with the water levels and the ingress coming in 

and the floods that can come in and with the rain and the 100-year floodline at bigger, 

because these people know what we’re talking about, I think a contour map of the bedrock 

is essential.  Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Thank you for that.  Jis, julle push darem die envelope, hoor.  You’re 

next and then the guy behind you, en dan’s dit finito, klaar. 
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JOYCE BOTHA:  Finito.  Hallo, my naam is Joyce Botha, maar ek sal maar in Engels 

praat. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Thank you. 

JOYCE BOTHA:  Ek wil julle nooi om by my huis te kom melktert en tee drink, dan wys ek 

julle oor die rivier hoe dit lyk. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Fair enough. 

JOYCE BOTHA:  Hulle het omtrent al drie, vier, kan vyf jaar wees, myn hulle al daar.  Kan 

julle my reghelp, hoe lank myn hulle al daar?  Okei, ek is ‘n ou tannie.  Ek is nou al op die 

stadium waar ek nie meer lekker slaap in die aand nie.  Dan sit ek op my stoep.  Twee-uur, 

halfdrie, drie-uur, dan sien ek hoe beweeg die trokke.  Toe het ek eendag vir my man gesê, 10 

wat de hel gaan daar aan, dit moet onwetting wees want dit is 3 uur in the oggend in.  So, 

toe het hulle al gemyn daarso.  Kom kyk nou hoe lyk dit daar.  Hulle behoort al lankal te 

gerehabiliteer het daarso.  Dit lyk nie goed nie.  Ek het foto’s op my foon van ‘n stofstorm 

wat ons verlede week gehad het.  Dit was terrible.  Terrible.  Jy weet, as jy in Bloemfontein 

Kroonstad toe ry, dan kry jy hierdie stofstorms, dan reën dit, dan reën dit modder. Nou ons 

is naby daardie modderreën nou by Vaaloewer.  Dit is rêrig baie onaangenaam en ek wil 

eintlik net opgestaan het en vir julle gesê het, kom drink tee, dan kry ‘n stukkie melktert, 

dan wys ek vir julle hoe... 

DAVID DE WAAL:  And you’ll show us. 

JOYCE BOTHA:  ...lyk dit oorkant die rivier. 20 

DAVID DE WAAL:  The point, the point was that it really is terrible, it’s visually terrible, it’s 

dust terrible.  There was a horrible dust storm a week or so ago and that she’s invited the 

team cordially to come and sit and come and visit her and have some tea and some 

melktert, which I hope you all know what it is, and... 

JOYCE BOTHA:  Ons kan dit tjoklit-koek ook maak, waar’s Nicolette. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  ...and then, and then while we having tea and having nice pleasant 

things to eat, she’ll show us how horrible the view is from her place. Have I got you right? 

JOYCE BOTHA:  Ek is, dit is reg so en baie dankie, hoor. 

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK:  [Speaking off mic] start mining at 3 o’clock, it’s not legal. 
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DAVID DE WAAL:  Okay, the point, the point is that Mariette said they start mining at 3 

o’clock in the morning is illegal and non-compliant with the mining plan, and that point was 

noted.  Meneer, waar is jy, jy’s die laaste een.  Ja, jy, wat omkyk, net jy. 

BUDDY JARDIEN:  Dankie.  My naam is Buddy Jardien.  Ek praat Afrikaans en Engels 

gemeng, so verskoon my vir dit.  Ek is bietjie bekommerd, baie, baie bekommerd.  Ek het 

nou net onlangs ‘n erf gekoop op Vaaloewer vir helfte die prys wat die vorige eienaar dit 

voor gekoop het.  So dit, vir my, is ‘n bietjie van ‘n worry van wat ek nou gehoor het dat ek 

gaan even half, halwe kry van wat ek dit voor gekoop het.  So daar gaan eintlik niks oor is 

nie.  Dit is probleem nommer 1.  Die geld wat die paneel daar alreeds gebestee het in die 

projek, as ek kan sien aan al daai borde en die presentations en wat ook al hulle hierso het, 10 

vertel my dat hulle het al reeds gebesluit hulle gaan voort met hierdie projek, maak nie 

saak wat ons sê nie.  En dit vir my is ook ‘n worry.  Veral wanneer ons ‘n goewernment het 

wat staatsamptenare onder die tafel loop werk.  Ons het nie geld om hulle te veg in die hof 

soos vorige persone gesê het nie, maar dit kos hulle niks om ‘n lekker pakket onder die 

tafel in te sit en alles word goedgekeur, irrespective what we are saying, and that is a worry 

for me.  So, I just want to say that I’m now going to be staying at Vaaloewer and I’ll give my 

everything to support the group that’s going to oppose this thing of happening, no matter 

what it is.  That’s all I want to say.  Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Meneer, net jou, just your name for the record please. 

BUDDY JARDIEN:  My name is Buddy Jardien. 20 

DAVID DE WAAL:  I think, I think the Afrikaans part Stephanie that was important was that 

he bought a property now in Vaal Oewer from somebody and he paid the half the price that 

the previous owner paid for it, and he says now he hears about all the mining activities and 

the point being is that in his view the value has dropped and he’s worried that he’s 

investment would also be halved or more in the same process, and then he made, he gave 

an example at how easy it is to bribe.  I take your word for that.  Bribery is alive and well, it 

happens, and obviously it’s not condoned by everybody, by anybody I mean.  A last word 

from my side before I close the meeting.  Thank you for your patience, the meeting went 

different to what we planned.  I think it ended up well.  I hope you feel that you got sufficient 
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opportunity to give your viewpoints.  They are noted, they will be reflected.  I just want to 

make a techno-legal point about minutes.  Mariette, I’d like to have your viewpoint on this.  

There’s a practice of... 

ATTENDEE:  [Speaking off mic] 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Okay, we will come to that in a second, that’s the way forward which 

Zizo will close with, and that will happen in about 2 minutes’ time.  There has been a 

practice in South Africa that the minutes of meetings get included in the comments and 

response register with the argument that people can then say.  About a year-and-a-half ago 

I went through a process with DMR, under DMR in those days, Omgewingsake, in which 

we pointed out to them and eventually it was agreed that you have to take minutes back to 10 

the meeting.  Putting minutes in a CRR is not compliant.  If you have a meeting, the 

minutes have to go back for just, for rectification or agreement from the people that wrote 

them, and the legal argument is if I put your minutes in a CRR report and I’ve done my 

assessment according to that, but the minutes were incorrectly reflected, it means my 

assessment was not correct.  So, the requirement that minutes go back to the public for 

signing off, and also a part of that is that is legally enforceable.  The way forward. 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Alright, the way forward.  Okay, so we’ll incorporate all, we incorporate 

all the written and oral comments into the Final Scoping Report for submission to the DMR 

and the report will be submitted to the DMR on 14th of December.  I&APs will be notified of 

the submission and the report will be made available on the EAP’s website for your review.  20 

Okay, so, the DMR will review the report and will give feedback with regards to the scoping 

phase and the decision of the scoping, sorry, the DMR’s decision will be communicated to 

I&APs.  If the DMR accept the scoping phase, we will then move on to the EIA phase.  That 

will entail more detailed specialist studies, the compilation of the Environment Impact 

Report as well as an EMPR, which is a legally binding report.  Alright, we’ll also go through 

the same process with regards to the PPP.  We’ll make the draft scoping, sorry, the draft 

EIR report available to I&APs and we’ll have another meeting to present the findings of the 

EIA process.  We’ll then update the report with all the comments received from the public 

and submit a final EIA report.  The DMR will make a decision with regards to this project 
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based on the contents of the EIA, the final EIA report, and the DMR’s decision, again, with 

regards to this, to the project will be communicated to I&APs. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Thank you very much, yes ma’am. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  [Speaking off mic] timeframe. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Just take the microphone there, please, sir. 

DIANNE STEPHENS: The question I’d like to ask is to do with the timeframe.  We have 

had a meeting now.  You have said that you are going to submit this report to the DMR on 

the 14th of December, which is a month away from now.  When will we get the report so 

that we have sufficient time to assess it, to discuss it and to have legal expertise or 

environmental expertise advise us before the report actually goes to the DMR? 10 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  The Final Scoping Report would be made available to the public at the 

same time that it’s submitted to the DMR.  However, the minutes of this meeting will be 

circulated to all the attendees of this meeting before we submit the Final Scoping Report. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay, so therefore, should there be something in the, well, no, it 

doesn’t make sense.  It doesn’t make sense.  We are going to get the minutes, first of all, 

we will have no way of knowing whether the minutes are actually included in the report 

before you send the report in. 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Alright, so... 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Can you clarify that? 

ZIZO SIWENDU  The minutes will be made available before the submission of the scoping 20 

report.  Remember, the scoping report will incorporate the minutes of the meeting.  

DIANNE STEPHENS:  [Speaking off mic] 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Sorry? 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  No, I understand we will get the minutes of the meeting.  They will 

be attached possibly as an addendum, as an addendum to your report. 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Yes, but the minutes will be an appendix to the Final Scoping Report. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  So, what we have discussed here today will not actually be taken 

into account in your environmental impact study. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  No, it must be. 
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DIANNE STEPHENS:  In your scoping report. 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  It will be. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  So, your scoping report will change? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Let me help there. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  I’m sorry, please, can you explain.  I am just a lay person. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  What the process was, I don’t know the project details or the project 

timeframes.  They have a scoping report that goes out for public review, normally at a 

consultation meeting like this, lots of comments are made.  All those comments need to 

inform the environmental assessment. So, where these guys are busy with their studies, 

where these issues have not been addressed, they need to be addressed.  All the 10 

documentation, including the minutes of this meeting, the previous meeting, the CR, all of 

that is submitted, including the faxes and the emails sent, everything is submitted as an 

appendix to the report that goes to the department.  So, the minutes of today’s meeting will 

be reflected, and they’ll come back to you for comment.  The issues raised today, and the 

regulations talk about the EAP must be able to prove that the comments and issues and 

observations have been considered.  In other words, so anything raised today, where it has 

not yet been assessed, must be assessed and it must be said, yes, they believe it’s 

relevant or not relevant, whatever the case might be, but it now forms part of the focus of 

the assessment to happen now.  Now, because of the DMR timeframes are very, before 

you ask for an extension, are very limited and very short, sometimes I think 20 

maybe…anyway, my personal opinion, that you’ll find that the specialist studies often start 

early and then they consider the viewpoints of the feedback that come from the scoping 

process and they then have to assess that as well.  So, whilst some studies have started, it 

means that what happens now will be assessed in the way forward. So, that what goes into 

the report, they must be able to prove that the issues and the comments raised here has 

been considered and that’s the value of the CRR that Mariette mentioned.  The CRR must 

be a 100% complete reflection of what was said because the CRR is the mechanism that 

the authorities say, well, these issues were raised, have they been assessed, what were 

the responses to that, and that’s how the process unfolds, broadly. 
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DIANNE STEPHENS:  [Speaking off mic] 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Alright, ma’am, microphone please, in the front here.  Microphone 

please.  Oh, ekskuus, are you still busy?  Alright, please finish.  I’ll come to you in a 

second.  Ekskuus, ek het nie gesien nie. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  I’m sorry, but I am still harping back on to this point of, if you please 

will excuse me harping back on to it.  The minutes will be, as I say, sent out to us.  All the 

points that were raised will be part of the submission that you make to the department, 

correct, but we will not see that until it is submitted. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Ja, I can’t answer that, Zizo?  If you’ll respond please. 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Oh yes.  So basically, the minutes that you, that will be adopted will not 10 

be changed after they go back to you and you endorse them.  So, we can’t change them. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Okay. 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Yes. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Thank you very much. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Couldn’t hear that? 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  But when will we get the minutes of today’s meeting? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  When will the minutes be available? 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Okay, I can’t, I can’t give you an exact date, but I hope that it will be in 

two weeks’ time, but I’m saying that I can’t give you the exact date. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Because we’ve got to have the opportunity to check.  20 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Yes, yes, I understand. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  I would suggest where possible that... 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  That’s what I’m asking.  

DAVID DE WAAL:  ...that they’d be done as soon as possible. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Yes, that’s what I’m asking. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Because if it takes too long, there’s just not enough time left to review 

them before the report has to go in.  Alright. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Ja, that we have an opportunity to accept the minutes and where, 

how does that happen? 
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DAVID DE WAAL:  What will normally happen and I’m just talking process, I’m not, I’m not, 

I don’t know what their plans are.  The minute it goes out for comment. 

ATTENDEE:  Sorry, can you just speak into the mic, we can’t hear you. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Ag, askies man.  Thank you.  What happens procedurally is that the 

minutes go out to everybody who attended the meeting, therefore, please make sure that 

all of you have signed the attendance register.  That will also imply that you, that you’re 

now a member of the, have become part of the stakeholder, of the stakeholder database.  

The minutes will go out, you’ll read them, you’ll give written con, feedback saying that, that 

was not what I said but this was I meant, whatever the case might be, or there’s a spelling 

error.  Then that gets incorporated.  Then the minutes get updated.  Those minutes then 10 

get sent out for your records, the updated minutes, and that minute is then the formal 

minutes of this meeting.  After the comments have been received, after they’ve been 

updated, that minute is the formal reflection of what was said in this meeting. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Right, thank you very much.  So, we, in essence, are going to have 

a month possibly to give our feedback to you? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  The norm, the norm is about 10 working days, 14 calendar days. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Ten working days? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Ja. 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Ten working days.  Alright, so, did everybody know that? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  But as I said, it can be shorter than that. 20 

DIANNE STEPHENS:  Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Alright, the lady in front, sorry, there’s a lady in the front here, and then 

there was another, and here.  Alright, then it’ll be here.  Excuse me, the lady in the front 

here first. 

ATTENDEE:  What happens about the questions that were asked?  How does that get 

incorporated, how do the answers get incorporated to the final report? 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Zizo? 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Well, the person who asked the question will be sent a response via 

email. 
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ATTENDEE:  But there were a lot of questions asked that couldn’t be answered and we... 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Yes. 

ATTENDEE: ...all need to know what the answer is you’re going to send to everyone? 

ZIZO SIWENDU:  Alright, so the answers will also be reflected in the issues and responses 

report as well as in the Minutes. 

ATTENDEE:  Before they go... 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Some of the, some of the questions we noted down, we said would be 

responded to in the Minutes, the ones about the shareholding and the trust fund and so 

forth. So, those issues that were indicated here will be responded to in the minutes, those 

questions will be on questions and those questions will be answered in the minutes that go 10 

out.  Quite a number of these issues had to do with assessment studies that still has to 

happen.  Those questions will be reflected in the comments response register and they’ll 

also then have to be responded to in the Environmental Assessment Report.  Gentleman 

right at the back.  The guy right at the back, and then I’m really going to close the meeting. 

ATTENDEE:  Thanks.  Okay, thanks.  You know I think, look, everything is based on trust 

and unfortunately that we don’t have.  There’s no trust, right.  I think the lady, well, she’s 

gone, that, oh, she is there.  That lady’s question was, she want guarantees that will 

procedure be followed.  We understand that we will get the minutes, we understand that it 

will be altered or whatever will be done to it and it will be submitted, and we have a worry 

that will it be submitted correctly, because this whole thing is based on trust.  So, we need 20 

a guarantee that we can trust these guys.  I, for one, don’t.  I hope the others do.  Then, the 

other thing is, being three mines, three farms being bought to mine in, and they’re going to 

be mining sand and stone and diamonds and whatever, will there be then having licences 

for every mine, for everything that will be mined from there. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  That question was raised earlier and there were two viewpoints on that.  

The one viewpoint was that if it’s a combined entity, even though it’s more than one 

property, it would need one application.  The other viewpoint was that it might be three and 

the suggestion was that the panel, the EAP gets legal opinion on that to decide which of the 

one it is. 
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ATTENDEE:  Okay, that leaves me only with the one about the trust.  The guarantees.  

That we know for sure that after the amendment, after our minutes is on and it’s then going 

get submitted, is it ever going to reach the desk of the decision-maker?  Thank you. 

DAVID DE WAAL:  Look, in my view, and I’m a little double-bound.  On the one hand I’m 

an environmentalist and I’m an ever optimist about that.  I believe it will happen, it can’t 

happen otherwise and if it doesn’t happen, there are, there are people like yourselves to 

make sure that it does happen.  So, so I’m, knowing previous experience in other projects 

I’ve worked on with, with people that are involved and active, I believe it will happen, yes.  

Alright, with that it is now 5 minutes past 3.  We had a five, five-hour any minutes meeting, 

thank you very much for your time and patience.  I just want to check with your questions, 10 

did you have an opportunity to answer your questions?  Yes, and with that I close the 

meeting at 5 past 3.  Please travel safely and all the best to you. 


