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COMMENTS  

1 The purpose of the meeting is detailed as follows:  

 Present findings of the Basic Assessment process to the public. 

 Solicit comments on the Draft Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Programme 

(BAR and EMPR).  

2 Comments provided during meeting: 

QUESTION/COMMENT RESPONSE 

Community 

Who are you as Shango Solutions? 
 

Shango Solutions is a consulting company 
based in Johannesburg, Gauteng. It has been 
appointed by the client, WRE Base Metals, as 
the independent Environmental Assessment 
Practitioner (EAP) for the Natal East 
Prospecting Right and Environmental 
Authorisation applications. The 
responsibilities of the EAP are to conduct a 
Basic Assessment in order to describe the 
receiving environment and identify the 
potential impacts (negative and positive) that 
the prospecting activities can have on this 
environment. Subsequently, the EAP will 
recommend any necessary mitigation 
measures for identified impacts. Additionally, 
the EAP undertakes a Public Participation 
Process (PPP) which entails Interested and 
Affected Parties (I&AP) being given 
notification of the project and also numerous 
opportunities to voice their comments and 
have their queries addressed. 

Why is WRE Base Metals not hosting the 
meeting? 

The process needs to be done by an 
independent EAP. The independence of the 
Basic Assessment is compromised should 
the applicant conduct the PPP. 

The community is concerned about how the 
project will affect their infrastructure, graves, 
cattle, disruption to land uses and degradation of 
the Tugela river. 

The planning of the prospecting activities 
considers various criteria to not affect all the 
above mentioned. There are guidelines from 
several departments and organisations which 
state that prospecting can only be conducted 
in a certain way and within certain 
parameters. For example, prospecting cannot 
take place within a specified distance from a 
river or graves.  
 
Initially, ten trench positions were selected 
based on a desktop study. Upon the 
completion of the Heritage,and Culture, 
Palaeontology and Biodiversity and Wetland 
specialists (which included a field visit), the 
initial trench positions have to be relocated 
because they are in High Biodiversity and 
Heritage Sensitivity areas. Special 
consideration will be taken to avoid any 
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negative impacts on the above mentioned 
during the relocation process. 

There is a mermaid that lives in the Tugela river. 
This needs to be considered when prospecting 
because you do not want to interrupt her. 
Horrible things have happened in the past upon 
her disruption. 

Noted. No activities will take place within 
close proximity of the river and in any 
manner, which will affect the river. 

Who should fill in the I&AP registration form? Anyone that is interested and affected by the 
project, including legal land occupiers.  

The community decided that they would submit 
one form to represent the entire community. 
Nyandala suggested that each community 
member fill in a form because not everyone will 
have the same comments and concerns. 

The community had a meeting prior to the 
Open Day (Monday, 15 July 2019) and they 
discussed all the concerns brought up by the 
community members. A consensus was 
reached as to what information will be 
conveyed to the EAP in one comprehensive 
form. An attendance register was taken to 
indicate which I&APs contributed in the 
completion of the form that is going to be 
submitted. 

What happens if there are no comments 
received from the notified I&APs? 

The EAP states in the BAR that no comments 
were received. It is very important that 
comments are received, this gives an 
indication as to whether the project is well-
received or not and it also helps the EAP with 
identifying any impacts which may have been 
missed. 

Should the community support the project, does 
WRE Base Metals become the landowners? 

No, land ownership will not change. The land 
will still be owned by the Ingonyama Trust. 

What happens should WRE Base Metals find 
the minerals that they are prospecting for on 
occupied land? 

WRE Base Metals will most likely apply for a 
Mining Right and the necessary land 
occupiers/landowners will be engaged. An 
agreement where all parties involved are 
comfortable will be established. 

There are concerns of future health problems. Is 
it possible that the community will agree to a 
project which will cause long-term health 
complications such as lung disease from dust or 
any harmful chemicals and gases used during 
mining activities? 

The project is currently at a Prospecting Right 
application phase and this consultation only 
deals with issues relevant to this phase. 
Should mining take place, the necessary PPP 
would be conducted, and such concerns 
would be addressed. Additionally, the EMPR 
for mining activities of that sort would 
consider such factors and propose mitigation 
measures to manage them. 

Numerous companies have been in the project 
area mapping and taking samples without 
consultation. They come and go, with no 
development taking place. 

Noted. The EAP is following the PPP 
accordingly hence the extensive consultation. 
I&APs will be notified with regards to the 
development of the project. 
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The 30 days timeframe for comments and 
responses is too short. Is it possible to get an 
extension? 

The PPP is guided by timeframes in order to 
satisfy the necessary BAR and EMPR 
submission deadlines set out as per the 
National Environmental Management Act. 
Unfortunately, extensions cannot be granted 
at short notice due to the time sensitivity of 
the application process. 

The community is upset because the customary 
laws were not followed. The EAP/WRE Base 
Metals should have first consulted the King with 
their intention to initiate the PPP. The 
appearance of posters and Background 
Information Documents without the King’s 
knowledge is considered disrespectful. 

Noted. 

Will there be compensation for transport money 
to the Open Day venue? 

No, there will be no compensation for 
transport money. 

Why was the Msinga Library chosen as the 
Open Day venue because it is far from the 
communities? Several I&APs could not attend 
due to a lack of transport. There are community 
halls that could have been utilised and are 
easier to access. 

An internet search was conducted to identify 
potential venues within and around the 
project area. No venues were found. The 
Msinga library was recommended by a 
Msinga local municipality representative as it 
is situated in the closest small town, Tugela 
Ferry. Transport is available to and from the 
project area and it is located 10 kilometres 
west of the project area. 

 

3 Comments provided during the Public Open Day have been incorporated into the final Basic Assessment 

Report and Environmental Management Programme Report. 

 


















