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Definitions 

Abbreviation Definition 

Applicant  
The person or party applying for Environmental Authorisation for a listed activity and who is 
responsible for ensuring the development complies with all relevant legislation whether or not they are 
the land owner  

BAR and EMPR 
Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Programme. DMRE document for joint 
BAR and EMPR related for mineral applications 

CA Competent Authority 

DEA The National Department of Environmental Affairs 

DMRE The Department of Mineral Resources and Energy 

DWS 
The Department of Water and Sanitation – both national offices and their various regional offices, 
which are divided across the country on the basis of water catchment areas 

EA 
Environmental Authorisation.  This constitutes the approval or dismissal of a project as issued by the 
relevant Competent Authority 

EAP Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

EAR Environmental Audit Report 

ECO Environmental Control Officer 

EIA Regulations Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 

EIR and EMP  
Environmental Impact Report and Environmental Management Programme. DMR document for joint 
EIR and EMPR related to mineral applications 

Environment  

The Environment is defined in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) 
as the surroundings within which humans exist and that are made up of: The land, water and 
atmosphere of the earth: micro-organisms, plant and animal life, any part or combination of the first 
three items and the inter-relationships between them the physical, chemical, aesthetic and cultural 
properties and conditions of the foregoing that influence human health and wellbeing 

Fauna 
All living biological creatures, usually capable of motion, including insects and predominantly of 
protein-based consistency 

Fence 
A physical barrier in the form of posts and barbed wire or any other concrete construction, (“palisade”- 
type fencing included), constructed with the purpose of keeping humans and animals within or out of 
defined boundaries 

Flora 
All living plants, grasses, shrubs, trees, etc., usually incapable of easy natural motion and usually 
capable of photosynthesis 

FP Financial Provision 

FP Regulations 
Regulations pertaining to the financial provision for prospecting, exploration, mining or production 
operations No. 1147 (effective 20 November 2015) 

FRDCP  Final Rehabilitation, Decommissioning and Closure Plan 

GN Government Notice 

HSE Health, Safety and Environment 

I&AP Interested and Affected Parties 

IRR Issues and Responses Report 

MEC Member of the Executive Council  

MP Mining Permit in terms of the MPRDA 

MPDRA Minerals and Petroleum Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) 

MR Mining Right in terms of the MPRDA 

NEMA National Environmental Management Act, 1998  (Act 107 of 1998) 

NWA Regulations National Water Act Regulations 

PASA Petroleum Agency South Africa 

PPP Public Participation Process 

PR Prospecting Right in terms of the MPRDA 

SAHRA South African Heritage and Resources Act, No25 of 1999 

SAMRAD The web-based portal for mineral right applications and management – managed by the DMRE 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

This Issues and Response Report (IRR) has been compiled as an appendix to the Final Scoping Report for the 

proposed Kroonstad Gas Exploration Right and Environmental Authorisation Application, in the Free State 

Province of South Africa.  This IRR describes and outlines the Public Participation Process (PPP) undertaken to 

date. Shango Solutions has been appointed by Western Allen Ridge Gold Mines Pty) Ltd (Western Allen Ridge) 

as the independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to assist in conducting and facilitating the PPP 

for this application. 

 

South Africa, being one of the countries with the most progressive constitutions, enshrined the public’s right to be 

involved in decisions. Section 57(1) of the new Constitution provides that: “The National Assembly may (b) make 

rules and orders concerning its business, with due regard to representative and participatory democracy, 

accountability, transparency and public involvement”. This provision, along with several others gave rise to many 

new trends in South African legislation. In environmental legislation, the idea of public participation (or stakeholder 

engagement) features strongly and especially the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 

1998, NEMA – as amended) and the recent regulations passed under the auspices of this Act make very strict 

provisions for public participation in environmental decision-making. 

 

Public participation can be defined as "a process leading to a joint effort by stakeholders, technical specialists, the 

authorities and the proponent who work together to produce better decisions than if they had acted 

independently" (Greyling, 1999).  

 

The PPP is designed to provide sufficient and accessible information to Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) in 

an objective manner to assist them to:  

1. During the Scoping Phase:  

o Raise issues of concern and suggestions for enhanced benefits. 

o Verify that their issues have been recorded.  

o Assist in identifying reasonable alternatives.  

o Provide relevant local information and knowledge to the environmental assessment. 

 

2. During the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Phase:  

o Contribute relevant local information and knowledge to the environmental assessment.  

o Verify that their issues have been considered in the EIA process.  

o Comment on the findings of the environmental assessments. 

 

3. During the decision-making phase:  

o Obtain information on the outcome, i.e. the competent authority’s decision, and how and by when the 

decision can be appealed. 

 

This IRR lists all verbal and written issues raised by I&APs and stakeholders during the initial registration and 

comment period of the Scoping Phase. A breakdown of the PPP is given within the remaining sections in this IRR.  
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2 LEGAL COMPLIANCE 

The PPP must comply with the two important sets of legislation that require public participation as part of an 

application for authorisation or approval, namely: 

 The Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002 – MPRDA). 

 The National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998 - NEMA). 
 

Adherence to the requirements of the above-mentioned Acts will allow for an Integrated PPP to be conducted, 

and in so doing, satisfy the requirement for public participation referenced in the Acts. The details of the 

Integrated PPP are provided below. 

 

3 METHODOLOGY 

The PPP follows the requirements of Chapter 6, Regulation 41 of GNR 326 of the EIA Regulations, (2014), as 

amended, promulgated under Section 24 (5) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998 - 

NEMA), as amended. 

 

3.1 Identification of Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 

The I&APs referred to in this IRR include: 

 Pre-identified and registered landowners and adjacent landowners. 

 Pre-identified and registered key stakeholders. 

 I&APs who responded to the initial and Draft Scoping Report notification and requested to be registered. 

 I&APs who attended the Scoping Phase Open Day and requested to be registered.  

 

The pre-identified I&APs were identified through various avenues such as WinDeed Searches and identification of 

key interest groups and authorities.   

 

The I&AP database was compiled containing the following categories of stakeholders: 

 National, provincial and local government. 

 Agricultural sector. 

 Organised business. 

 Host and adjacent communities. 

 Land claimants. 

 Other organisations, clubs, communities and unions. 

 Various Non-Government Organisations (NGOs). 
 

 

The overall site covers an aerial extent of 33 065.2929 hectares (ha), a portion of which (approximately 0.8 ha) 

will be used for the establishment of four diamond drill gas wells and associated activities. The affected 

landowners, whose properties are within the proposed application area, and the adjacent landowners have been 

notified of this project and invited to participate in the EIA process. Affected and adjacent landowner contact 

details were obtained via the following process: 

 A WinDeed search was conducted to obtain the contact details of the affected landowners, where 

available. 

 Where the property was owned by a company, a Google search was carried out to identify the owners 

and their contact details. 
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 Where the property was owned by a Trust, efforts were made to solicit contact details from  the relevant 

municipalities. 

 

3.2 List of Authorities Identified and Notified 

The following authorities have been identified and notified of this project: 

1. Ngwathe Local Municipality. 

2. Moqhaka Local Municipality. 

3. Fezile Dabi District Municipality. 

4. Free State Department of Economic Development, Tourism, Environmental Affairs and Small Business. 

5. Free State Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs.  

6. Free State Department of Rural Development and Land Reform. 

7. Free State Department of Mineral Resources. 

8. Free State Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.  

9. Free State Department of Human Settlements. 

10. Free State Department of Cooperative Governance, Traditional Affairs and Human Settlements. 

11. Free State Department of Police, Roads and Transport. 

12. Free State Department of Public Works. 

13. Free State Department of Water and Sanitation. 

14. Gauteng Department of Economic Development. 

15. South African Water Research Commission. 

16. South African Heritage Resources Agency. 

17. National Department of Rural Development and Land Reform. 

18. National Department of Mineral Resources. 

19. National Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

20. National Department of Environmental Affairs. 

21. The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research - CSIR. 

22. South African National Roads Agency Ltd – SANRAL. 

23. Eskom. 

24. Transnet. 

 

3.3 List of Key Stakeholders Identified and Notified 

The following key stakeholders have been identified and notified of this project: 

1. BirdLife SA. 

2. Federation for a Sustainable Environment. 

3. Endangered Wildlife Trust – EWT. 

4. Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa – WESSA. 

5. Free State Agriculture.  
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3.4 List of Surface Rights/Land Owners Identified and Notified 

The following landowners have been identified for this project:   

1. Gerhardus Johannes Vosloo. 

2. Julian Lerock Ingram. 

3. Terreblanche Familie Trust. 

4. Jocelyn Percy Ingram. 

5. Kopano Ke Matla Agricultural Co-operative Ltd. 

6. Hendrik Steynberg. 

7. Dudley Myburgh 

8. Congleton Boerdery Trust. 

9. Athlone Trust. 

10. Myburgh Eiendoms Trust. 

11. Barend Jacobus van den Berg 

12. Johannes Bernardus Haasboek. 

13. JC Goosen Familie Trust. 

14. Evechrand Pty Ltd. 

15. Blydskap Trust. 

16. Vaalkop Familie Trust. 

17. Danie Thomas Trust. 

18. Vierfontein Voerkraal Pty Ltd. 

19. Louis Jonker. 

20. Owen William –Keeve. 

21. Hansie Muller Jnr. 

22. Izak Andries van Niekerk. 

23. Berna Crause Trust. 

24. Villiers David Jacobus De-Administrators. 

25. Hennie Steyn Familie Trust. 

26. Pietershoek Trust. 

27. Koalepe Project Trust. 

28. Susanna Hester Oosthuizen. 

29. Theunis Johannes De Jager. 

30. Techno Farm CC. 

31. Hannes Swanepoel Trust. 

32. H N Froneman Famillie Trust. 

33. Tovic Famillie Trust. 

34. Crankshaw Trading Enterprises CC. 

35. Roelof Johannes Feenstra. 

36. Johan Tobias Blomerus. 

37. Abraham Christoffel Morrison/ Christina Morrison. 

38. Stefanus Johannes de Villiers. 

39. Heleen Trust. 

40. Kazmierczak Family Trust. 

41. Anna Greef. 
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42. Ramolotsi Trust. 

43. Steraine Trust. 

44. Hendrik Steynberg 

45. Kalkfontein Trust. 

46. Haapee Trust. 

47. Stefan de Villiers Trust. 

48. Lucas Johannes Groenewald Barend Andries Groenewald. 

49. Teddy Schultz Trust. 

50. Frontein Boerdery Pty Ltd. 

51. Theodor Ernest Carl Schultz. 

52. Susanna Johanna Le Roux. 

53. Theodorus Serfontein Froneman. 

54. Johann Andries Jonker. 

55. Joey Motlalepule Mochela 

56. Lehmkuhlsrust Trust. 

57. Klipfontein Trust. 

58. Jo Jo Trust. 

59. Carel Rudolph Serfontein. 

60. Tsuke Trust. 

61. Annet Swanepoel (ID not complete). 

62. Danie Thomas Trust. 

63. Eskom Holdings Ltd. 

64. Melinda De Klerk. 

65. Andries Bernardus Wessels. 

66. Josephine van Niekerk Testamentere Trust Ook Bekend As Die Cobus Trust 

67. Barend Johannes Wessels 

68. Department of Agriculture and Land Reform. 

69. Rudolph Johannes Cilliers. 

70. Jacobus Johannes van Niekerk. 

71. Yvette Pozyn. 

72. Berna de Villiers Trust. 

73. Nicolas Jakobus Vermaak. 

 

3.5 List of Adjacent Landowners Notified 

The following adjacent landowners have been identified and notified of this proposed project: 

1. PJ Van Schalkwyk Trust. 

2. S J Le Roux Trust. 

3. Burmah Trust. 

4. Van ZIJL Marthinus Johannes. 

5. Ngwathe Local Municipality. 

6. Gardras Afslaers (Pty) Ltd. 

7. J C Goosen Familie Trust. 

8. Hansie Muller Voerkraal Trust. 
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9. Jurie Swart (Pty) Ltd. 

10. Issabella Elizabeth de Bruyn. 

11. Niel Wege Familie Trust. 

12. C J Theron Trust. 

13. Wessels Andries Bernardus. 

14. Swanepoel Cornelius Alwyn. 

15. Johann Hendrik Enslin Testamentere Trust Ook Bekend Albert Enslin Trust. 

16. Fixane Trust. 

17. Koffielaagte Trust. 

18. Blomerus Johan Tobias. 

19. Mooirus Trust. 

20. John Leonard Familie Trust. 

21. Crots Pietrich Freidrich Gerhardus. 

22. Die Denne Boerdery (Pty) Ltd. 

23. Crots Landgoed CC. 

24. De Bruyn Issabella Elizabeth. 

25. J & R Farmlands (Pty) Ltd. 

26. DS Plant Hire (Pty) Ltd. 

27. Claassen Barend Johannes-Trustees. 

28. National Government of the Republic of South Africa. 

29. Wild Melody Investments 116 CC. 

30. Eden Trust. 

31. C & C (Pty) Ltd. 

32. Schultz Norman Teddy. 

  

3.6 List of Registered I&APs 

Following receipt of correspondence from PASA regarding their consultation with the DMRE in terms of section 10 

of the MPRDA (2002), the following I&APs have been registered for this project: 

1. White Rivers Exploration (Pty) Ltd. 

2. Muelekanyi Resources (Pty) Ltd. 

 

Please refer to Appendix E1 for the I&AP database.   

 

3.7 Notification of I&APs 

This section provides details on the notification that was distributed as part of the EIA process to date. 

3.7.1 Initial Notification 

The PPP commenced on the 11
th

 September 2020 with an initial notification and call to register period ending on 

the 16
th

 October 2020. Initial notification was given in the following manner.  

 

3.7.1.1 Registered Letters, Faxes and E-mails 

Notification letters, faxes and e-mails were distributed to all pre-identified I&APs (including affected and adjacent 

surface landowners, government organisations, NGOs, relevant municipalities, ward councillors and other 

organisations that might be affected). The notification letters included the following information: 
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 Background information on the Applicant. 

 List of anticipated activities to be authorised. 

 Scale and extent of activities to be authorised. 

 Sufficient detail of the intended operation (to enable I&APs to assess/surmise what impact the activities 

will have on them or on the use of their land). 

 The purpose of the proposed project. 

 Details of the affected properties (including a locality map). 

 Details of the MPRDA and NEMA Regulations that must be adhered to. 

 Date by which any requests to register as an I&AP must be forwarded through to Shango Solutions. 

 Contact details of the EAP. 

In addition, a questionnaire was included in the registered mail, e-mails and faxes sent, and requested the 

following information from I&APs: 

 Information on any potential impacts from the proposed project. 

 Suggestions on potential mitigation measures for the anticipated impacts. 

 Information on current land uses and their location within the area. 

 Information on the location of any environmental features of note within and in the vicinity of the study 

area. 

 Details of the landowner and information (contact details) of lawful property occupiers, if any. 

 Details of any other I&APs that should be notified. 

 Details on any land developments proposed in the near future. 

 Any specific comments or concerns regarding the application. 

 

3.7.1.2 Background Information Document (BID) 

A Background Information Document (BID) (in English, Afrikaans and Sesotho) was prepared, distributed to 

I&APs and made available on the Shango Solutions website (http://www.shango.co.za/public-documents). The 

BID includes the following information: 

 Background information on the Applicant. 

 Project location. 

 Map of the proposed project area.  

 Project description and associated infrastructure. 

 Anticipated services. 

 Details of the MPRDA and NEMA Regulations that must be adhered. 

 Preliminary potential impacts. 

 Specialist assessments undertaken in support of this application. 

 Description of the application process. 

 Information on document review. 

 Relevant Shango Solutions contact person for the project. 

 

Please refer to Appendix E2 for the notification letters, BID and questionnaire and Appendix E3 for the proof of 

registered letters, faxes and e-mails. 

 

http://www.shango.co.za/public-documents
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3.7.1.3 Newspaper Advertisement 

Newspaper advertisements (in English, Afrikaans and Sesotho) describing the proposed project were placed in 

The Star, which is a national newspaper with adequate circulation in the area. The newspaper advertisements 

included the following information: 

 Project name. 

 Applicant name. 

 Project location. 

 Nature of the activity. 

 Details of the MPRDA and NEMA Regulations that must be adhered. 

 Information on document review. 

 Relevant Shango Solutions contact person for the project. 

 

Please refer to Appendix E4 for proof of advertisement placements. 

 

3.7.1.4 Site Notice Placement 

Twenty (20) A1 correx board site notices (in English, Afrikaans and Sesotho) were placed within and around the 

perimeter of the proposed project area. The on-site notices included the following information:  

 Applicant name and background information on the Applicant. 

 Project description and associated infrastructure. 

 Details of the MPRDA and NEMA Regulations that must be adhered. 

 Project location and a map of the proposed project area. 

 Information on document review. 

 Relevant Shango Solutions contact person for the project. 

 

3.7.1.5 Poster Placement 

A3 posters (in English, Afrikaans and Sesotho) were placed at local public gathering places within and around the 

application area. The notices and written notification afforded all pre-identified I&APs the opportunity to register 

for the project as well as to submit their issues/queries/concerns and indicate the contact details of any other 

potential I&APs that should be contacted.  

 

Please refer to Appendix E5 for proof of site notice and poster placements. 

 

3.7.2 Availability of the Draft Scoping Report  

The Draft Scoping Report was made available for public review and comment for a period of at least 30 days, 

from the 15
th

 September 2020 to the 16
th

 October 2020. All pre-identified I&APs were notified of the availability of 

the Draft Scoping Report and where to locate it on the 11
th
 September 2020. I&APs were also informed of the 

timeframes for comments/concerns and queries to be submitted to Shango Solutions. 

 

The Draft Scoping Report was made available at the Gaggle-Inn Country Estate in Kroonstad for perusal and 

comment by all I&APs. Furthermore, the report was made available on the Shango Solutions website for 

download. Comments received from I&APs during the Draft Scoping Report review period are included in this 

updated Issues and Responses Report that is submitted to the PASA as part of the Final Scoping Report. 

 



Issues and Responses Report 

Kroonstad ER and EA Application (12/3/363 ER) 

9 

 

3.7.3 Draft Scoping Report Notification 

Notification regarding the availability of the Draft Scoping Report, a component of the PPP, was given in the 

following manner: 

 

3.7.3.1 Notification Letters 

Notification letters (in English, Afrikaans and Sesotho) were distributed to I&APs via fax, e-mail and registered 

mail on the 11
th

 September 2020.   

 

3.7.3.2 Newspaper Advertisements 

Newspaper advertisements specifying where the Draft Scoping Report is located were placed in The Star on the 

11
th

 September 2020. 

 

3.7.4 Scoping Phase Open Day Notification 

Notification regarding the Scoping Phase Open Day session was given in the following manner: 

 

3.7.4.1 Notification Letters 

Notification letters (in English, Afrikaans and Sesotho) were distributed to I&APs via fax, e-mail and registered 

mail on the 11
th
 September 2020.  Notification documents included details on the venue, date as well as the 

duration of the Open Day. A hard copy of the Draft Scoping Report was made available at the Open Day venue 

(Gaggle-Inn Country Estate in Kroonstad). 

 
 

3.7.4.2 Newspaper Advertisements 

Newspaper advertisements specifying the venue, date and duration of the Open Day were place in The Star on 

the 11
th

 September 2020. 

 

3.7.4.3 WhatsApp Notification 

Pre-identified landowners were reminded of the Open Day via WhatsApp Notifications (in Afrikaans) on the 30
th
 

September 2020 (Figure 1).  

 

Figure 1: WhatsApp Notification regarding the Open Day. 
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3.7.5 Scoping Phase Open Day  

During the 30 day Draft Scoping Report review period, an Open Day was held to present the findings of the 

Scoping Phase. The Open Day took place on the 30
th

 September 2020. Notification documents regarding the 

Open Day were sent out to all pre-identified and registered I&APs. The documents included details on the venue, 

date and duration of the Open Day. 
 

During the Open Day session, 26 informative A1 posters were displayed on the walls by Shango Solutions (the 

EAP), prior to commencement of the session. A4 hardcopy versions (in English) of the Open Day posters were 

provided to I&APs during the session. In addition A4 Afrikaans versions of the posters were sent to landowners 

via WhatsApp (Figure 2). The EAP was available during the public Open Day for one on one discussions and 

questions from the public.  
 

Please refer to Appendix E6 for proof of the Open Day minutes and attendance register and Appendix E7 for the 

Open Day pictures.  

 

Figure 2: A4 Afrikaans versions of the Open Day posters sent to landowners via WhatsApp. 
 

Table 1 summarises the PPP carried out to date. 

Table 1: Opportunities provided for public participation. 

Public Participation Phase 

Action Description Publication/Place Date 

Initial public notification 

(announcement of project) 

Newspaper advertisement  The Star 11/09/2020 

Placement of site notices 

20 A1 site notices within and 

around the site area (20 

locations)  

11/10/2018 

Placement of posters A3 posters were placed at 

key public places within and 

around the application area  

11/09/2020 

Notification of landowners and  

key I&APs 

I&APs were notified via e-

mail, fax, and/or post 

11/09/2020 
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Public Participation Phase 

Action Description Publication/Place Date 

Announcement for 

public review of Draft 

Scoping Report 

Newspaper advertisement The Star 11/09/2020 

Notification of landowners and 

key I&APs 

I&APs were notified via e-

mail, fax, and/or post 

11/09/2020 

Announcement of 

Scoping Public Meeting 

Notification of landowners and 

key I&APs 

I&APs were notified via e-

mail, fax, and/or post 

11/09/2020 

Scoping Public 

Meeting/Open Day 

Landowners and key I&APs 

attendance of public meeting 

Gaggle-Inn Country Estate in 

Kroonstad 

30/09/2020 

Announcement of public 

review of Final Scoping 

Report 

Notification of landowners and 

key I&APs 

I&APs will be notified via e-

mail, fax, and/or post 

30/10/2020 

 

4 COMMENTS RAISED 

The issues and responses below are those that have been received and addressed to date. 

 

4.1 How Issues Raised Were Addressed 

Issues raised during the Draft Scoping Report review period, including oral and written comments submitted by 

I&APs during the Open Day, have been included in this report and in the Final Scoping Report for submission to 

the PASA. 

 

4.2 Summary of Comments/Issues Raised by I&APs 

Table 2 details comments received by the EAP to date, and these comments have been included in this report as 

part of the report submission to the PASA (the Competent Authority). 

Please refer to Appendix E8 for copies of correspondence.  
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Table 2: Summary of issues raised by I&APs (comments have been edited for typing or grammatical errors). 

I&AP Method Date Issue Response 

Key Stakeholders 

Landowner/s 

Gerhardus Johannes Vosloo   No comment received at this stage.  

Julian Lerock Ingram   No comment received at this stage.  

Terreblanche Familie Trust Scoping 

Phase Open 

Day 

30 September 2020 During the Scoping Phase Open Day, 

Alex Terreblanche raised the following 

issues with regard to the proposed 

exploration project: 

1. There is a limited supply of 

groundwater in application area and as 

farmers, this is our biggest concern. 

What will happen if the holes hit the 

water table? It cannot be granted that 

we will not lose our water. 

2. I understand that the landowners will 

be compensated. However, 

compensation will not bring back the 

lost water resource. 

3. Why was this specific area selected for 

exploration activities? 

4. How many boreholes are they planning 

to drill? 

Shango Solutions provided the following 

responses: 

1. During drilling activities, the Licence Holder 

needs to ensure that the holes are cemented 

to prevent groundwater contamination. In 

terms of loss of groundwater resources, we 

are not geohydrologists and we therefore 

cannot provide a detailed response in this 

regard. A Geohydrologist has been appointed 

for this project. The appointed specialist has 

collected water samples in the application 

area to determine the groundwater quantity 

and quality from the boreholes in the area.  

Kindly note that landowners whose water may 

be impacted by the exploration activities will 

be compensated. 

2. Noted. The holes will be drilled in such a way 

that groundwater contamination will be 

minimised as far as is practically possible. An 

Engineer and Geohydrologist sign off on the 

drilling plan, and PASA, the regulatory body, 

will also be involved in the process. PASA 
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I&AP Method Date Issue Response 

has strict requirements on how drilling 

activities should be undertaken. 

3. Gas tends to be associated with what we call 

palaeo-highs. Some of these palaeo-highs 

are located within the proposed application 

area. There are also known gas shells in the 

area. Those are the reasons why this specific 

area was selected. In a nutshell, the geology 

determines where exploration will take place. 

4. The Applicant intends to drill four gas wells - 

three on the north eastern portion of the 

application area, and one on the south 

western portion. 

E-mail 30 September 2020 Mr Alex Terreblanche completed the 

Interested and Affected Party Open Day 

Comment Sheet during the Scoping 

Phase Open Day held on the 30
th

 

September 2020 and provided the 

following comment: 

1. We would like to stop the exploration 

due to the scarcity of water supply and 

the pollution of our water. There is no 

guarantee that the drilling would not 

affect our water supply. As is we do not 

have enough water for home use and 

animals. So no drilling. 

Dear Alex, 

Thank you for completing the Interested and 

Affected Party Open Day Comment Sheet and 

for providing us with a copy of the analytical 

results for you treated borehole water. 

Your objection to the proposed project and 

reasons thereof are noted. A response to your 

comment is written in red font colour: 

1. We would like to stop the exploration due to 

the scarcity of water supply and the pollution 

of our water. There is no guarantee that the 

drilling would not affect our water supply. As 

is we do not have enough water for home use 

and animals. So no drilling. 

Your concerns regarding the impact of the 

proposed exploration activities on water quality 

and quantity are duly noted. Kindly note that the 
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gas wells will be drilled in such a way that 

groundwater contamination will be minimised as 

far as is practically possible, and that the drilling 

process will follow the MPRDA Regulations 

(GNR 466 of 2015).  

In order to prevent groundwater contamination, 

the MPRDA GNR 466 Regulations regarding the 

casing of the wells will be adhered to. Section 98 

of GNR 466 indicates the following: 

“Surface casing for exploration or production 

wells must be set to a depth of 60 m below the 

base of the deepest fresh water or at least 100 m 

above the top of expected petroleum bearing 

zones, whichever comes first, and cemented to a 

surface”. The appointed Geohyrdology specialist 

for this project has made a recommendation that 

the Applicant cement the top 200 m of the gas 

well. 

Upon completion of drilling activities, The 

Regulatory Authority (Petroleum Agency South 

Africa) will assess that the well has indeed been 

cemented according to the required 

specifications and/or best practice, and sign off 

on the well. The groundwater quality will be 

monitored for 10 years or to the point where a 

Geohydrologist can indicate with confidence that 

leakages and contamination of groundwater is 

no longer a significant risk. 

In addition to cementing of the holes, mitigation 

measures such as placement of drip trays under 

vehicles to prevent spills, leaks and possible 

contamination of groundwater have been 
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I&AP Method Date Issue Response 

proposed. It is not foreseen that there will be any 

significant impact on surface water as the 

development will not take place within 100 m of 

any identified watercourses (rivers, streams or 

dams).  

In terms of groundwater quantity, kindly note that 

no groundwater will be abstracted during drilling 

activities. In order to minimise potential impacts 

on groundwater quantity, mitigation measures 

such as monitoring of borehole yields during the 

drilling operation have been proposed.  

According to the mitigation measures proposed 

for the project, should it be proven that the 

operation is indeed affecting the quantity and 

quality of groundwater available to users, the 

affected parties will be compensated.  

Should you have any questions in this regard, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Regards, 

Mmakoena 

Jocelyn Percy Ingram   No comment received at this stage.  

Kopano Ke Matla Agricultural Co-

operative Ltd 

  No comment received at this stage.  

Hendrik Steynberg   No comment received at this stage.  

Dudley Myburgh   No comment received at this stage.  
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Congleton Boerdery Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Athlone Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Myburgh Eiendoms Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Barend Jacobus van den Berg   No comment received at this stage.  

Johannes Bernardus Haasboek Scoping 

Phase Open 

Day 

30 September 2020 During the Scoping Phase Open Day, 

Bernardus Haasboek provided the 

following comment with regard to the 

proposed exploration project: 

1. I own the property Blaauwgom115 

where one of the planned gas wells is 

located. There is a soil dam on this 

property where I am currently growing 

pecan nuts. I do not want anyone 

entering or trespassing on my property. 

 

This comment is noted.  

JC Goosen Familie Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Evechrand Pty Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

Blydskap Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Vaalkop Familie Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Danie Thomas Trust   No comment received at this stage.  
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I&AP Method Date Issue Response 

Vierfontein Voerkraal Pty Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

Louis Jonker   No comment received at this stage.  

Owen William – Keeve Scoping 

Phase Open 

Day 

30 September During the Scoping Phase Open Day, 

Reghaard and Frans Keeve raised the 

following issues with regard to the 

proposed exploration project: 

1. Will fracking be undertaken during the 

drilling activities? 

2. Will the Applicant be mining for helium 

gas? 

3. Should the Applicant intersect gas at 

the planned well locations, will drilling 

activities also be conducted on other 

farm properties within the application 

area?    

4. I gather that the wells will not be drilled 

to great depths? 

5. What influence will the travelling of gas 

along these structures have on the 

groundwater resource? 

6. Will the groundwater flow be disrupted 

by the drilling activities? 

7. Did Shango Solutions send someone 

to conduct water-related studies on the 

properties under application? 

8. What is the name of the company that 

is conducting geohydrological studies 

Shango Solutions provided the following 

responses: 

1. No hydraulic fracking will be undertaken as 

part of the exploration programme. The 

drilling process will be similar to that 

undertaken during drilling of a water borehole. 

Each gas well will be drilled to a depth of 600 

metres. 

2. Whether mining will take place or not will 

depend on the data gathered during the 

exploration phase. The Applicant will not be 

mining nor undertaking any production 

activities. Mining/production will entail a new 

application and a new process. For now, the 

Applicant will only be undertaking drilling 

activities to determine whether an 

economically viable gas resource exists in the 

area. 

3. Drilling activities will only be undertaken at 

the planned well locations. The basis for 

selecting the four drilling sites is the existence 

of palaeo-highs, approximately 300 – 400 

metres below surface. Drilling will be 

undertaken on top of these palaeo-highs. 

Where there are structures (fissures) 

underneath the palaeo-highs, efforts will be 

made to intersect these structures as it is 
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on your behalf? believed that the gas flows along the 

structures. 

4. The wells will not be drilled to great depths. 

Drilling activities will only be limited to where 

the palaeo-highs are located. If a gas 

resource is present in the area, the gas will 

travel along the structures and eventually be 

emitted where the gas wells will be drilled. 

There will be no need to drill additional wells 

on other properties as the gas will travel 

along these structures, throughout the entire 

application area.   

5. According to the PASA Regulations, the 

Licence Holder is required to cement the drill 

hole in order to avoid any contamination of 

groundwater. The Licence Holder has to drill 

and cement the top portion of the hole (the 

first 200 metres of the hole). If the top portion 

of the hole is not cemented, drilling activities 

could have an impact on the groundwater. 

Upon completion of drilling activities, PASA 

will check the cementation and sign off on the 

hole to ensure that there is no contamination 

of groundwater. The groundwater quantity 

and quality will be monitored for 10 years or 

to the point where a Geohydrologist can 

indicate with confidence that gas leakages 

and contamination of groundwater is no 

longer a significant risk.  

The Applicant has appointed a 

Geohydrologist to undertake geohydrological 

studies as part of the application process. 
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Geohydrologists are experts in this field. The 

appointed Geohydrologist will monitor the 

groundwater quality and quantity before 

exploration takes place, throughout the 

exploration phase, and once exploration 

activities are complete. This will ensure that 

there is no legal liability during the exploration 

process. 

6. It is not foreseen that groundwater flow will be 

disrupted by drilling as no groundwater will be 

extracted during the drilling activities. There 

are a number of water tables in the 

application area: (i) one close to the surface, 

(ii) another approximately 150 - 200 metres 

below surface and (iii) an additional water 

table at greater depths, close to where the 

palaeo highs are located. The third water 

table, which is the oldest, is more saline. The 

top portion of the hole must be cemented to 

ensure that the saline water does not get 

mixed with freshwater. The requirement to 

cement the top portion of the hole forms part 

of the environmental legislation, and PASA is 

quite strict in this regard.   

7. The appointed Geohydrologist recently visited 

the properties under application to collect 

water samples. The geohydrological study 

forms part of this project. 

8. The name of the company is Noa 8 Agencies. 

We will provide you with the contact details of 

the specialist. 
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Hansie Muller Jnr   No comment received at this stage.  

Izak Andries van Niekerk   No comment received at this stage.  

Berna Crause Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Villiers David Jacobus De-

Administrators 

  No comment received at this stage.  

Hennie Steyn Familie Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Pietershoek Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Koalepe Project Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Susanna Hester Oosthuizen   No comment received at this stage.  

Theunis Johannes De Jager   No comment received at this stage.  

Techno Farm CC   No comment received at this stage.  

Hannes Swanepoel Trust E-mail 29 September 2020 Writing in connection with phone call 

about exploration of ground on Farm 

Fairfield, Edenville district. 

As we had a farm attack a while ago, we 

absolutely do not allow any strangers to 

enter on the farm 

We would appreciate you forwarding the 

message to whom it may concern 

Thank you. 

This correspondence is noted.  
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Sarel Haefele 

(LONGTERM tenant of farms Fairfield and 

Gunstig) 

The owner, Mr Hannes Swanepoel also 

replied that he does not give permission to 

enter his farms.  

H N Froneman Famillie Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Tovic Famillie Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Crankshaw Trading Enterprises 

CC 

Scoping 

Phase Open 

Day 

30 September 2020 During the Scoping Phase Open Day, 

Eddy Crankshaw the raised the following 

issues with regard to the proposed 

exploration project: 

1. I am looking at the locality plan, and I 

would like to understand why the 

specific drilling sites were selected. 

2. Will the gas be extracted through 

fracking? 

3. How will the gas exploration project 

affect those with properties in the 

middle of the application area? I own 

Fonteinsprruit 645, which is located at 

the centre of the proposed application 

area. 

4. Where will contractors be 

accommodated during the drilling 

phase? 

5. My property is situated close to the 

Shango Solutions provided the following 

responses: 

1. As geologists, we look at areas in 3D space. 

If you look below the actual surface, you will 

find that there are two hills in the application 

area – one where wells C, B and A are 

located, and another where well D is located. 

Years ago, there was a glacial event. The 

glacier scoured the land surface and the two 

hills were left behind. There are fault 

structures where the two hills are located. 

Attempts will be made to intersect these fault 

structures during drilling as it is believed that 

this is where the gas will most likely be found. 

2. Since there is already a fault in the area, the 

rock is already fractured. Once the fault is 

intersected during drilling, the gas will come 

out automatically. Fracking will not be 

undertaken as part of the exploration works 

programme. 
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main road (R34). Should the 

Exploration Right be granted and 

drilling activities be undertaken, I am 

willing to supply ground for the 

contractors. I have a storage yard, 

sanitation facilities and clean running 

water on my property. 

3. The client is applying for an Exploration Right 

over the entire area indicated on the locality 

plan. In the next three years, four holes will 

be drilled as part of the exploration works 

programme. Each well will be drilled to a 

depth of 600 m. Drilling will only be 

undertaken on four properties within the 

application area. The remaining properties 

will not be directly affected by the drilling 

activities. 

4. As it stands, no accommodation for staff and 

workers will be provided on-site unless 

permission is granted by the landowner. 

Should the landowner not grant permission, 

all persons will be accommodated in nearby 

towns, and workers will be transported to and 

from the exploration sites on a daily basis. 

The project is still in the initial phase and as 

such, a decision on where the appointed 

contractors will reside during the drilling 

phase has not been reached. 

5. Noted. Should drilling activities be 

undertaken, we will try to contact you to see if 

you could be of any assistance. 

Roelof Johannes Feenstra   No comment received at this stage.  

Johan Tobias Blomerus Scoping 

Phase Open 

Day 

30 September 2020 During the Scoping Phase Open Day, 

Reghaard and Frans Keeve the raised the 

following issues with regard to the 

proposed exploration project: 

1. Where will the drill holes be located? 

Shango Solutions provided the following 

responses: 

1. Four gas wells will be drilled as part of the 

exploration works programme. The planned 

gas wells are located on Montreal West 64, 
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2. What size will the drill holes be? 

3. What will happen after the completion 

of exploration activities? 

 

the remaining portion of Evergreen 1236, 

Klipdraai 664 and Blaaugom 115. 

2. The minimum drill hole size will be HQ (88.9 

mm). 

3. If the final geological model indicates that 

there is an economically viable gas resource 

in the area, Western Allen Ridge will have to 

apply for a Production Right, which will entail 

a new application process, and a new public 

participation process. The Exploration Right 

does not permit the Licence Holder to 

extract gas. Gas extraction can only be 

undertaken once a Production Right has 

been acquired, and the Production Right has 

to be granted by PASA. For now, the 

Applicant only wants to determine whether 

an economically viable gas resource exists 

in the area.  

Should exploration activities indicate that 

there is not enough gas in the area; the drill 

holes will be completely sealed. 

Abraham Christoffel Morrison/ 

Christina Morrison 

  No comment received at this stage.  

Stefanus Johannes de Villiers   No comment received at this stage.  

Heleen Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Kazmierczak Family Trust   No comment received at this stage.  
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Anna Greef   No comment received at this stage.  

Ramolotsi Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Steraine Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Hendrik Steynberg   No comment received at this stage.  

Kalkfontein Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Haapee Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Stefan de Villiers Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Lucas Johannes Groenewald 

Barend Andries Groenewald 

  No comment received at this stage.  

Teddy Schultz Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Frontein Boerdery Pty Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

Theodor Ernest Carl Schultz   No comment received at this stage.  

Susanna Johanna Le Roux   No comment received at this stage.  

Theodorus Serfontein Froneman   No comment received at this stage.  

Johann Andries Jonker   No comment received at this stage.  

Joey Motlalepule Mochela   No comment received at this stage.  
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Lehmkuhlsrust Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Klipfontein Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Jo Jo Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Carel Rudolph Serfontein   No comment received at this stage.  

Tsuke Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Annet Swanepoel (ID not 

complete) 

  No comment received at this stage.  

Danie Thomas Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Eskom Holdings Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

Melinda De Klerk   No comment received at this stage.  

Andries Bernardus Wessels   No comment received at this stage.  

Josephine van Niekerk 

Testamentere Trust Ook Bekend 

As Die Cobus Trust 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Barend Johannes Wessels   No comment received at this stage.  

Department of Agriculture and 

Land Reform 

  No comment received at this stage.  

Rudolph Johannes Cilliers   No comment received at this stage.  
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Jacobus Johannes van Niekerk   No comment received at this stage.  

Yvette Pozyn   No comment received at this stage.  

Berna de Villiers Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Nicolas Jakobus Vermaak   No comment received at this stage.  

Adjacent Landowner/s 

PJ Van Schalkwyk Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

S J Le Roux Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Burmah Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Van ZIJL Marthinus Johannes   No comment received at this stage.  

Ngwathe Local Municipality   No comment received at this stage.  

Gardras Afslaers (Pty) Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

J C Goosen Familie Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Hansie Muller Voerkraal Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Jurie Swart (Pty) Ltd    No comment received at this stage.  
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Issabella Elizabeth de Bruyn   No comment received at this stage.  

Niel Wege Familie Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

C J Theron Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Wessels Andries Bernardus   No comment received at this stage.  

Swanepoel Cornelius Alwyn   No comment received at this stage.  

Johann Hendrik Enslin 

Testamentere Trust Ook Bekend 

Albert Enslin Trust 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Fixane Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Koffielaagte Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Blomerus Johan Tobias   No comment received at this stage.  

Mooirus Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

John Leonard Familie Trust   No comment received at this stage.  

Crots Pietrich Freidrich Gerhardus   No comment received at this stage.  
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Die Denne Boerdery (Pty) Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

Crots Landgoed CC   No comment received at this stage.  

De Bruyn Issabella Elizabeth   No comment received at this stage.  

J & R Farmlands (Pty) Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

DS Plant Hire (Pty) Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

Local Municipality – Moqhaka Local Municipality 

Executive Mayor    No comment received at this stage.  

Municipal Manager    No comment received at this stage.  

Speaker    No comment received at this stage.  

Ward 2  Councilor    No comment received at this stage.  

Ward 18 Councilor   No comment received at this stage.  

Local Municipality – Ngwathe Local Municipality 

Executive Mayor    No comment received at this stage.  
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Municipal Manager    No comment received at this stage.  

Speaker    No comment received at this stage.  

Ward 8 Councilor    No comment received at this stage.  

District Municipality – Fezile Dabi District Municipality 

Executive Mayor   No comment received at this stage.  

Municipal Manager    No comment received at this stage.  

Organs of State (Free State Province) 

Petroleum Agency South Africa   No comment received at this stage.  

Free State Department of Mineral 

Resources and Energy 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Department of 

Economic Development, Tourism, 

Environmental Affairs and Small 

Business 

  

No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Department of 

Agriculture, Rural Development, 

Land and Environmental Affairs 

  

No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Department of Rural 

Development and Land Reform 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Department of 

Agriculture and Rural 

  No comment received at this stage.  
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Development 

Free State Department of Human 

Settlements 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Department of 

Cooperative Governance, 

Traditional Affairs and Human 

Settlements 

  

No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Department of Police, 

Roads and Transport 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Department of Public 

Works 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Department of Water 

and Sanitation 

E-mail 16 October 2020 Good day, 

Hope this mail finds you well. 

Herewith please find the interested and 

affected part registration form for your 

further attention. 

Regards, 
 

Boitumelo Melato 

Boitumelo completed the Interested and 

Affected Party Registration Form and 

provided the following comments: 

1. Interested in the proposed project due 

to water and waste/water management 

during the invasive stage of the project. 

2. It is noted that the project consists of 

Dear Boitumelo, 

Thank you for completing the Interested and 

Affected Party registration form. 

Your comment that  the Department should be 

consulted during the invasive stage of the project 

to establish if a water use authorisation will be 

required is duly noted and will be adhered to. 

Best regards, 

Mmakoena 
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invasive and non-invasive stages. The 

applicant is advised to consult this 

Department during the invasive stage 

of the project to establish if a water use 

authorisation will be required.   

Organs of State (National) 

South African Water Research 

Commission 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

South African Heritage Resources 

Agency 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

National Department of Rural 

Development and Land Reform 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

National Department of Mineral 

Resources 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

National Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

National Department of 

Environmental Affairs 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

The Council for Scientific and 

Industrial Research -CSIR 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

South African National Roads 

Agency - SANRAL E-mail 14 September 2020 

Good Day Nqobile 

Hope all is well. 
 
Please receive attached the fax for a 

Dear Thobile, 

Thank you for your mail. 
 
Attached please receive a clear copy of the BID. 
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proposed development in Mangaung. 
 
Please register and provide consolidated 
feedback.  
 
Ravi and Andrew, please confirm if there 
is no conflict with any of our proposed 
quarries as the proposed development 
covers approximately 39 farms. 
 
Zizo, please forward us a clear copy of the 
BID. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Thobile Duma  

 
Should you require further assistant, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Keep well and may you enjoy the day further. 

 

E-mail and 

Telephone 
19 September 2020 

Good day 

Your application with regard to the above 

subject matter was received by our office. 

Please take note of the following concerns 

before your application can be processed; 

 
1. Your application must only include 

farms that are  500m from the national 

routes /junction 

2. Copies of title deeds  of all affected 

farms/farm portions must accompany 

every application 

3. Power of attorney must accompany 

every application if the applicant is not 

the registered owner of the concerned 

property. 

4. Council /Company resolution 

authorizing such an application 

5. Site Plan if there will be any 

Telephone record: 

A telecomm was made to Mr. Ngoasheng Sefako 

to seek clarity with regard to his e-mail received 

on the 19
th
 October 2020, and to enquire about 

the attached documents that Shango was 

required to complete and send back to Mr. 

Ngoasheng Sefako, as (i) the documentation did 

not relate to the proposed project and (ii) the 

proposed well locations are 500 metres away 

from national roads. 

 

Mr. Ngoasheng Sefako indicated that we do not 

need to complete the attached forms if the 

proposed project is located 500 metres away 

from national roads. However, we need to 

respond to his e-mail and provide proof that the 

well locations are indeed located 500 metres 

away from national roads. 
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development on the property. 

 

Please fill and return the attached forms 

together with all documents required as 

listed on the application forms 

 
Thanks 
 
Ngoasheng Sefako 
 

Ms Zizo Siwendu let Mr Ngoasheng Sefako 

know that Shango will respond to his e-mail and 

provide a kmz file indicating the distance of the 

planned well locations to surrounding and/or 

nearby national roads. 
 

Dear Ngoasheng, 

This e-mail serves as a follow-up to your 

telecomm with Ms. Zizo Siwendu, during which 

you indicated that we do not need to complete 

the attached forms if the proposed project is 

located 500 metres away from national roads.  

 

As per your request, please find the attached 

kmz file indicating that the planned well locations 

are not located within 500 metres of any national 

road (s). 

 

I have also included a Google Earth screenshot 

of the proposed application area and planned 

well locations for your convenience.  

 

 
 
Should you have any questions in this regard, 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  
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Best regards, 
 
Mmakoena Mmola 

Eskom   No comment received at this stage.  

Transnet   No comment received at this stage.  

Other Affected Parties 

BirdLife SA   No comment received at this stage.  

Federation for a Sustainable 

Development (Mariette Liefferink) 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Endangered Wildlife Trust - EWT   No comment received at this stage.  

Wildlife and Environment Society 

of South Africa -WESSA 

  
No comment received at this stage. 

 

Free State Agriculture E-mail 29 September 2020 Dear All 

Please find attached our position RE 

prospecting for gas in agricultural areas 

which, if successful, could lead to 

potentially highly destructive mining 

/extraction and decimation of groundwater 

on which long term sustainable agriculture 

depends, while massive renewable 

energy potential exists in SA which is far 

less risky!  

We object in strongest terms and propose 

the no-go option from the outset.  

Dear Jack, 

Thank you for your mail. 

Your objection to the proposed project and 

reasons thereof are noted. Responses to your 

comments provided on the Interested and 

Affected Party Registration Form are written in 

red font colour: 

1. Organization representing some of the 
affected farmers and agriculture in general. 

Noted. 

2. Groundwater is critical for any farm to be able 



Issues and Responses Report 

Kroonstad ER and EA Application (12/3/363 ER) 

35 

 

I&AP Method Date Issue Response 

I will unfortunately not be able to attend 

the open day tomorrow, but have 

forwarded the notification on to our 

representative farmers in the area. 

Please note that FSAgri does not 

represent all of the farmers in the affected 

area. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jack Armour 

Mr Jack Armour completed the Interested 

and Affected Party Registration form and 

provided the following comments: 

3. Organisation representing some of the 

affected farmers and agriculture in 

general. 

4. Groundwater is critical for any farm to 

be able to farm sustainably, and 

groundwater (and affected surface 

water) flows form the point source of 

pollution to infect many others sharing 

groundwater source and downstream, 

hence our main point of concern for 

any gas mining application. 

5. Greenpeace, WWF, Birdlife Africa and 

similar wildlife, water, cultural, heritage 

and environmental protection 

organizations need to be notified of the 

proposed project. Also renewable 

energy providers who can supply far 

safer energy more sustainably. 

to farm sustainably, and groundwater (and 
affected surface water) flows form the point 
source of pollution to infect many others 
sharing groundwater source and downstream, 
hence our main point of concern for any gas 
mining application. 

Your concerns are duly noted. Kindly note that 

the gas wells will be drilled in such a way that 

groundwater contamination will be minimised as 

far as is practically possible, and that the drilling 

process will follow the MPRDA Regulations 

(GNR 466 of 2015).  

In order to prevent groundwater contamination, 

the MPRDA GNR 466 Regulations regarding the 

casing of the wells will be adhered to. Section 98 

of GNR 466 indicates the following: 

“Surface casing for exploration or production 

wells must be set to a depth of 60 m below the 

base of the deepest fresh water or at least 100 m 

above the top of expected petroleum bearing 

zones, whichever comes first, and cemented to a 

surface”. The appointed Geohyrdology specialist 

for this project has made a recommendation that 

the Applicant cement the top 200 m of the gas 

well. 

Upon completion of drilling activities, The 

Regulatory Authority (Petroleum Agency South 

Africa) will assess that the well has indeed been 

cemented according to the required 

specifications and/or best practice, and sign off 

on the well. The groundwater quality will be 

monitored for 10 years or to the point where a 

Geohydrologist can indicate with confidence that 
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6. Receiving environment is that of high 

arable crop and irrigation agricultural 

lands and permanent crops, natural 

and planted grazing camps, wildlige 

ranching, agri-tourism, etc. 

Homesteads and livelihoods. 

7. Land developments within the 

application area include large capital 

investments in game farming where 

the future value of peace and quiet and 

the pristine environment is capitalized. 

Capital and time investments in fixing 

rural roads together as a community, 

planting trees for future generations to 

enjoy and building community for unity 

and trust. 

8. Cultural and heritage features within 

the application area and surrounds 

include multigenerational farmhouses 

and outbuildings which hold huge 

sentimental value. 

9. A full socio-economic impact 

assessment needs to be conducted to 

weight the potential short term benefits 

and costs of gas mining against the 

long-term potential social and 

environmental impacts vs. the carry on 

as is scenario of conservation and 

regenerative agriculture game and 

wildlige ranching, agri-tourism, etc. The 

SERNICK group of companies doing 

excellent work in transformation and 

leakages and contamination of groundwater is 

no longer a significant risk. 

In addition to cementing of the holes, mitigation 

measures such as placement of drip trays under 

vehicles to prevent spills, leaks and possible 

contamination of groundwater have been 

proposed. It is not foreseen that there will be any 

significant impact on surface water as the 

development will not take place within 100 m of 

any identified watercourses (rivers, streams or 

dams).  

3. Greenpeace, WWF, Birdlife Africa and similar 

wildlife, water, cultural, heritage and 

environmental protection organizations need 

to be notified of the proposed project. Also 

renewable energy providers who can supply 

far safer energy more sustainably. 

Noted.  

4. Receiving environment is that of high arable 

crop and irrigation agricultural lands and 

permanent crops, natural and planted grazing 

camps, wildlige ranching, agri-tourism, etc. 

Homesteads and livelihoods. 

Noted. 

5. Land developments within the application 

area include large capital investments in 

game farming where the future value of 

peace and quiet and the pristine environment 

is capitalized. Capital and time investments in 

fixing rural roads together as a community, 
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agri-processing and value addition 

near Edenville and Kroonstad could be 

affected. 

10. Thorough professional studies should 

be conducted and more as gathered 

from intensive consultation from all 

local stakeholders. The no-go option if 

proposed at this stage already to 

prevent any further water of funds 

pursuing prospecting as eventually 

mining WILL be strongly opposed as 

people’s entire legacy and livelihoods 

stand to be destroyed by the 

eventually actions the successful 

prospecting could lead to. 

11. FSAgri strongly objects to any 

prospecting activity which then 

automatically if successful becomes a 

gas mining activity in a following phase 

of applications and if granted and 

proceeded with, especially if UCG or 

hydraulic fracturing, becomes a huge 

risk to the sustainability of productive 

agriculture in a very important area of 

the district / region affecting long term 

livelihoods and job creation potential 

where alternative energy is available 

with far less risk. FSAgri strongly 

objects to any further prospecting in 

the area which could potentially lead to 

hydraulic fracturing and has a mandate 

to do according to a congress decision 

which is also carried through to AgriSA 

planting trees for future generations to enjoy 

and building community for unity and trust. 

Noted.  

6. Cultural and heritage features within the 

application area and surrounds include 

multigenerational farmhouses and 

outbuildings which hold huge sentimental 

value. 

Noted. 

7. A full socio-economic impact assessment 

needs to be conducted to weight the potential 

short term benefits and costs of gas mining 

against the long-term potential social and 

environmental impacts vs. the carry on as is 

scenario of conservation and regenerative 

agriculture game and wildlige ranching, agri-

tourism, etc. The SERNICK group of 

companies doing excellent work in 

transformation and agri-processing and value 

addition near Edenville and Kroonstad could 

be affected.  

Your suggestion that a socio-economic impact 

assessment be conducted and concerns 

regarding how the project could affect the 

SERNICK group of companies are duly noted. 

Kindly note that this application is for gas 

exploration and not production nor mining. 

During the 3-year exploration programme, it is 

anticipated that drilling of the 4 gas wells will be 

conducted for a duration of 16 months (8 months 

during Year 2 and 8 months during Year 3), and 
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at national level. that each drill well site will disturb an area of 0.2 

ha. As such, it is not foreseen that there will be 

any significant impact on current land uses. 

Therefore, given the nature (exploration) and 

short duration (3 years) of the proposed project, 

a socio-economic impact assessment is deemed 

not necessary at this stage.  

8. Thorough professional studies should be 

conducted and more as gathered from 

intensive consultation from all local 

stakeholders. The no-go option if proposed at 

this stage already to prevent any further water 

of funds pursuing prospecting as eventually 

mining WILL be strongly opposed as people’s 

entire legacy and livelihoods stand to be 

destroyed by the eventually actions the 

successful prospecting could lead to. 

Noted.  

9. FSAgri strongly objects to any prospecting 

activity which then automatically if successful 

becomes a gas mining activity in a following 

phase of applications and if granted and 

proceeded with, especially if UCG or 

hydraulic fracturing, becomes a huge risk to 

the sustainability of productive agriculture in a 

very important area of the district / region 

affecting long term livelihoods and job 

creation potential where alternative energy is 

available with far less risk. FSAgri strongly 

objects to any further prospecting in the area 

which could potentially lead to hydraulic 

fracturing and has a mandate to do according 
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to a congress decision which is also carried 

through to AgriSA at national level. 

Your objection and concerns are duly noted. 

Kindly note that hydraulic fracturing will not be 

undertaken as part of the exploration works 

programme. Since there are faults in the rock in 

the proposed application area, the rock is 

already fractured. Once a fault is intersected 

during drilling, the gas will come out 

automatically without the need for hydraulic 

fracturing.  

Should you have any questions in this regard, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Regards, 

Mmakoena 

Registered Interested and Affected Parties 

White Rivers Exploration (Pty) 

Ltd/Scott Sullivan 

E-mail 23 September 2020 Hi Zizo 

Jochen asked me to give you a summary 

of a community contact. 

I was contacted by Eddy Crankshaw via 

WhatsApp.  He got my phone number off 

the website. 

He is a farmer neighbouring Kroonstad 

and noted we were planning a project in 

this area and he was just offering 

assistance of any kind if we needed 

services.   

He wasn’t specific, but being a farmer 

Good morning Scott, 

Thank you very much for the e-mail. We will 

make a follow up with Eddy Crankshaw. 

Keep well and may you enjoy the rest of your 

day. 

Best Regards, 

Zizo Siwendu 
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would have access to equipment, 

resources and expertise that may be of 

use for drilling programs. 

I simply replied that the projects are very 

early stage and we had no current needs.  

Our exploration team or community 

manager would liaise with the community 

at the appropriate time and to watch for 

news. 

His number s +27 82 772 1952 

Regards 

Scott 

Muelekanyi Resources (Pty) Ltd   No comment received at this stage.  

Paull Mosia Scoping 

Phase Open 

Day and 

Comment 

Sheet 

30 September 2020 During the Scoping Phase Open Day, 

Paul Mosia raised the following issues 

with regard to the proposed exploration 

project: 

1. I am currently leasing Sterkwater farm 

(one of the properties under 

application) from the government and 

I came here today to obtain more 

information about the project. 

2. Will drilling be conducted on the farm 

Klipdraai? 

3. If a gas resource is found in the area, 

what steps will follow? 

4. What kind of gas will they be 

Shango Solutions provided the following 

responses: 

1. This is a gas Exploration Right application by 

a company called Western Allen Ridge. The 

company would like to ascertain whether a 

viable gas resource exists in the area. The 

Applicant intends on drilling four gas wells as 

part of the exploration works programme: two 

during the second year of the exploration 

programme, followed by an additional two 

wells during the third year. The planned gas 

wells are located on Montreal West 64, the 

remaining portion of Evergreen 1236, 

Klipdraai 664 and Blaaugom 115. Klipdraai is 

owned by Kopano Ke Matla Agricultural Co-
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exploring for? 

5. Should it be found that a viable gas 

resource exists; will the Applicant get 

into an agreement with the 

government and Kopano Ke Matla? 

6. The representative of Kopano Ke 

Matla (George Mafokozi) says that 

the Applicant is welcome to conduct 

drilling activities on Klipdraai, should 

the Exploration Right be granted. 

In addition, Mr. Mosia completed the 

Interested and Affected Party Comment 

Sheet and provided the following 

comment: 

Shango Solutions are welcome to drill on 

my farm Stekrwater and Klipdraai in their 

process of searching for gas, and if the 

results are positive, I think the project will 

create jobs in my area.  

operative. 

2. Yes. Should the Exploration Right be granted 

and drilling activities be undertaken, a drill 

pad will be set up on the farm Klipdraai. The 

gas well will be drilled to a depth of 600 

metres. 

3. If the geological model indicates that there is 

an economically viable gas resource in the 

area, the Applicant will apply for a Production 

Right, which will be a whole new application, 

with its own studies. Communities residing 

within and around the application area will 

have to be notified of the Production Right 

application, and a process similar to the one 

currently being undertaken for the Exploration 

Right will be conducted. Another open day 

will be held where the public can ask 

questions with regard to the Production Right 

application. However, the Applicant will not be 

mining nor producing any gas for now. For 

the purpose of this application, the aim is to 

determine whether there is a viable gas 

resource. 

4. According to the exploration works 

programme, they will be exploring for helium 

and methane. 

5. Yes. Should the Exploration Right be granted, 

the Licence Holder will have to make 

arrangements with Kopano Ke Matla to enter 

the property where drilling will take place. The 

Licence Holder will not enter the premises 

without the landowner’s permission. The 
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Licence Holder has to reach an agreement 

with the landowner, and the landowner must 

provide consent before any drilling can take 

place. 

6. This comment is noted.  
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